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Status Report on the Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention Program 

The Santa Clara Valley has one of the oldest stormwater programs in the country, having received its first municipal stormwater permit from the Board in 1990.  In fall 2001, the Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention Program (Program) led the Bay Area in receiving its third generation permit, which was amended in February 2002 to include updated requirements for new and redevelopment project oversight.  

The Program’s 2001-02 Annual Report demonstrates that the Program as a group, and the individual permittees, are generally in compliance with permit requirements.  However, the Report showed noncompliance or improvements needed in the following cases:

· For the third consecutive year, the County of Santa Clara did not fully report its industrial and illegal discharge inspections or enforcement actions (if any), nor did it evaluate the effectiveness of its inspection program.  Since receiving notice of this continuing violation, the County Department of Environmental Health has informed Board staff of data management system updates.  

· The Program did not collect water quality samples in 2001-02.  However, after lengthy negotiations with Board staff, the Program has prepared a multi-year monitoring plan, and it will soon submit water quality data from 2002-03 sampling.

· Data on industrial and illegal discharge inspections do not include follow-up actions through resolution of noncompliance, as required by the permit.  Also, more than half of the Program’s fifteen permittees did not evaluate the effectiveness of their inspection programs as required.  Board staff has worked with permittees to revise the Report format to help alleviate this, and similar, reporting lapses.

Several areas of improved, or continuing outstanding, performance were also evident in the Annual Report.  Most significantly, many permittees evaluated the effectiveness of at least some of the six stormwater program components and planned for improvements based on their evaluations.  Several examples of outstanding performance follow:

· Cupertino incorporated Integrated Pest Management into its golf course maintenance contracts.

· Milpitas revised its ordinances to include administrative fines for improper discharges.  Surprisingly, not all cities can issue “on the spot” fines for illegal discharges to their storm drain systems.

· Palo Alto issued fines totaling $11,750 for illegal discharges to its storm drain system, and it adopted a City-wide Integrated Pest Management Policy in November 2001.

· Noting continuing violations, San Jose took enforcement against the San Jose Water Company for illegal discharges, and City staff is training Company employees on implementing best management practices.

· The City of Santa Clara evaluated the effectiveness of each program component and suggested improvements in the areas of Storm Drain System Maintenance, Public Streets Maintenance, and Development Planning Procedures.  This is exactly what annual reports are meant to accomplish!

· The Santa Clara Valley Water District convened a Pesticide Review Team to screen the pesticides it uses and recommend alternative pesticides or practices.  The District also evaluated data from its illegal discharge control program and determined to increase emphasis on the Guadalupe River watershed.

· Sunnyvale continues to conduct thoughtful and diverse outreach activities and to evaluate their effectiveness.  It also used staff feedback to improve training methods and content.

· The West Valley communities of Campbell, Los Gatos, Monte Sereno, and Saratoga continue to put thought and energy into innovative public outreach activities, and they have improved compliance at their 25 auto body shops by issuing Notices to Comply, followed by re-inspections.
















