CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

RESOLUTION NO. R2-2003-0095

In Support of Collaboration between the Regional Board and Bay Area Clean Water Agencies to Report and Manage Sanitary Sewer Overflows
Whereas, both the California Regional Water Quality Board, San Francisco Bay Region (Board), and the Bay Area Clean Water Agencies (BACWA) agree that Sanitary Sewer Overflows (SSOs), or release of sewage to the environment, may, in some cases, pose localized human health and environmental risks.

Whereas, the Board believes that some agencies may not be consistently reporting SSOs, possibly due to a lack of region wide uniform reporting standards and requirements that specify what and how to report. 

Whereas, it is the Board’s expectation and requirement that sewage collection system owners or operators report all SSOs to Board staff, in order for the Board to determine the full extent of SSOs and consequent environmental impacts occurring in this region.

Whereas, many SSOs are preventable through implementation of a Sewer System Management Plan (SSMP). 

Whereas, to facilitate proper management of collection systems, it is necessary for each collection system owner or operator to have and operate, or develop and implement, a facility-specific SSMP. To be effective, these SSMPs should specify elements that provide proper management, operation and maintenance of collection systems. If properly implemented, SSMPs should improve performance of the collection systems and reduce SSOs.

Whereas, in lieu of the Board issuing waste discharge requirements to sewage collection system owners and operators at this time, BACWA has indicated its commitment to a program of working with collection system owners and operators to improve SSO reporting, and to reduce and prevent, to the maximum extent practicable, SSOs through proper management, operation, maintenance, and capital improvements of collection systems.    

Whereas, BACWA and Board staff have jointly proposed the attached Work Plan, to

1.
develop a uniform SSO reporting format to be used regionally, which is consistent with recent legislation amending the Water Code,

2. 
develop an outline for the necessary elements for an SSMP, and

3. 
conduct outreach and education of collection system owners and operators in the San Francisco Bay Area on SSO reporting and SSMP elements.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that 

1.
The Board supports the Work Plan and schedule of implementation, copies attached.

2.
BACWA will initiate, fund and implement the Work Plan.  Board staff will participate in the Work Plan implementation.

3.
The Board directs the Executive Officer to issue a letter to collection system owners and operators pursuant to Section 13267 of the California Water Code.  This letter will establish new SSO Reporting Requirements, and establish the required elements and submission schedule for SSMPs. The Executive Officer will issue this letter once BACWA and Board staff have come to an agreement on the format and contents of the SSO Reporting Requirements, and SSMP elements. 

4. 
Board staff, in conjunction with BACWA, will provide periodic reports on the progress of this effort to the Board.

5.
Within three (3) years from this resolution, Board staff will bring another item before the Board with recommendations that indicate whether or not there is a need for any further action, such as a region wide permit for collection systems.  The specific timing, nature, and content of this item will be based on the success of BACWA’s efforts, the level of compliance with the 13267 letter described above, the extent of reported SSOs in the region, the staffing and resource needs of the Board to oversee the program through permit fees, and any new policy and regulations that may become effective.  

I, Loretta K. Barsamian, Executive Officer, do hereby certify the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a Resolution adopted by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region, on October 15, 2003.


                                     
   



LORETTA K. BARSAMIAN













Executive Officer

Attachments:  
















1.
Work Plan for Program to Inform San Francisco Bay Area Collection Systems

2.
Schedule to Implement BACWA Work Plan for Collection System Agencies 
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