STATE OF CALIFORNIA
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

STAFF SUMMARY REPORT 

STAFF: Alexa La Plante and Rico Duazo




MEETING DATE:  March 19, 2003

ITEM:
11

SUBJECT:
Status Report on State’s General NPDES Permit for Discharges of Storm Water Associated with Industrial Activities and Annual Monitoring Reports Required by the General Permit
DISCUSSION:
The attached Status Report (Appendix A) describes the General NPDES Permit for Discharges of Storm Water Associated with Industrial Activities (General Permit). We focus on historical and current trends involving the General Permit and the status of the annual reports required by the General Permit. 




The State Board issued the General Permit in 1991, subsequent to USEPA’s federal storm water regulations adopted in 1990. The General Permit was first reissued in 1997 and is to be reissued again in fall 2003.




The purpose of the General Permit is to regulate industrial storm water discharges that directly or indirectly enter storm drains and surface waters. The General Permit requires permitted facilities to develop and implement a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan and a monitoring plan, as well as to submit an annual report summarizing their observations and sampling results for the previous winter season. 




There are currently 1555 facilities covered by the General Permit in the San Francisco Bay Region. Eleven different categories of industrial facilities are required to be covered under the General Permit.  Categories range across all manufacturing facilities, transportation facilities, and other “light” industries where activities or material storage areas are exposed to storm water. 

Municipal stormwater permits require local agencies to minimize storm water pollutant discharges from commercial and industrial facilities, including those covered under the General Permit, to the maximum extent practicable.  As such, Board staff work closely with local agencies to help with inspections at facilities to ensure General Permit compliance




Last year, Board staff created a local database for entering data from the annual reports. Board staff can now track facility performance trends for a given year, as well as over time. Using the database, Board staff issued approximately 600 letters to facilities that reported sample results above USEPA’s benchmark levels and 145 letters to facilities that did not submit sample results, as required by the General Permit. The goal of this database is to enhance permit compliance and to identify and work with facilities that need additional oversight. 




The Region’s Industrial Storm Water Program continues to mature and improve each year, as efforts in technology, communication and outreach grow. Present and future accomplishments of the Industrial Storm Water Program continue to rely on strong oversight by local agencies, as well as active citizens and industries to help minimize the pollutants entering San Francisco Bay. 
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