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SUBJECT:

SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT, AND U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 



UPPER GUADALUPE RIVER FLOOD CONTROL PROJECT, CITY OF SAN JOSE, SANTA CLARA COUNTY – Adoption of New Waste Discharge Requirements and Section 401 Water Quality Certification 
CHRONOLOGY:
The Board has not previously considered this item.

DISCUSSION:
The Santa Clara Valley Water District (District), as the local sponsor, and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps), as the federal sponsor, propose to implement the Upper Guadalupe River Flood Control Project (Project) to modify select reaches within a 5.7 mile section of upper Guadalupe River between Interstate 280 downstream and Blossom Hill Road upstream, as well as 0.3 mile of Canoas Creek and 1 mile of Ross Creek, both tributaries to the Guadalupe River.  The Project is located in the city of San Jose and will provide 100-year flood protection to areas adjacent to Project reaches.  This is the third in a series of projects, joining the already permitted Guadalupe River (Downtown) and the Lower Guadalupe River Flood Protection Projects in providing 100-year flood protection throughout the Guadalupe River watershed.  The Project will include instream channel modifications combined with construction of an overflow bypass channel designed to provide flood capacity while avoiding impacts to existing habitat.   The District and Corps have applied to the Board for water quality certification and waste discharge requirements.

Construction of the Project will result in permanent impacts to 1.47 acres of nontidal freshwater wetlands and 10.45 acres of riparian habitat.  To mitigate for unavoidable impacts to the upper Guadalupe River, the District will create 1.47 acres of wetlands and 20.89 acres of riparian habitat within the Project area.  

The Guadalupe Watershed Integration Work Group (GWIWG), which includes representatives from the District, the Corps, all regulatory agencies, the City of San Jose, and the Guadalupe Coyote Resource Conservation District, has developed several design improvement modifications for select Project reaches.  These improvements include integrating floodplains and graded slopes to create stable channel cross-sectional geometry, grade control to reduce bed incision, and biotechnical channel improvements using natural materials.  An Adaptive Management Team (AMT), developed for the already permitted Downtown Project, currently under construction, will also monitor the Project to ensure measurable objectives are met.    

Project requirements include special studies to aid in the development of design improvement modifications, project review and design modification recommendations by an expert panel of geomorphologists, GWIWG review during the design phase of Project reaches, and commitments to monitor the Project to ensure measurable objectives are met.

Comments received on this item (Appendix A) include a letter of support from the Guadalupe Coyote Resource Conservation District and a letter of nonsupport from the Western Waters Canoe Club (WWCC) (Appendix C).  Several comments from the WWCC pertain to other projects or have already been responded to in the Final Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement (FEIR/EIS) for the Project, as well as in staff’s response to comments.  There was no need to revise the Tentative Order.  
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