
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD


SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. R2-2003-0071 

AMENDMENT OF SITE CLEANUP REQUIREMENTS (ORDER NO. 99-043) FOR:

FORD AEROSPACE CORPORATION,

SPACE SYSTEMS/LORAL,

CAMPUS FOR JEWISH LIFE,

FAR WESTERN LAND & INVESTMENT, INC.

for the properties located at

3825, 3963, AND 3977 FABIAN WAY 

AND 901 SAN ANTONIO ROAD

PALO ALTO

SANTA CLARA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region (hereinafter the Board), finds that:  

1. 
Regional Board Orders:  The Board has adopted the following orders applicable to this site:
4. 

o General NPDES Permit (Order No. 94-087) - September 1, 1995 


o Revised Site Cleanup Requirements (Order No. 99-043) - June 16, 1999   

2.
Reason for Amendment:  

    a.
In June 2002, Sun Microsystems sold 12.162 acres of the site located at 901 San Antonio Road, Palo Alto to Campus for Jewish Life.  Sun Microsystems is currently named as a discharger in Order No. 99-043, along with Ford Aerospace Corporation, Space Systems/Loral and Far Western Land & Investment Inc.  Sun Microsystems is no longer a discharger as the 12.162-acre site was sold to Campus for Jewish Life.  Accordingly, Campus for Jewish Life should be named in the Order in place of Sun Microsystems based on its status as current property owner. 
    b.   
On June 27, 2003, a final parcel map was recorded with the County of Santa Clara that officially effected the subdivision of the former 12.162 acre site owned by Campus for Jewish Life into two smaller parcels: a 4-acre parcel (Parcel 1) and an 8.162 acre parcel (Parcel 2).  Campus for Jewish Life is owner of record for both Parcel 1 and Parcel 2. (see attached Site Map, Parcel Map & Legal Description of Parcel 1).  Bridge Urban Infill Land Development LLC (BUILD) and Campus for Jewish Life have presented to the City of Palo Alto Department of Planning a preliminary development proposal for Parcels 1 and 2.  

   c.
No history of any discharge of pollutants has been identified on Parcel 1.  Parcel 1 is not a source area based on information presented to the Board.  Parcel 1 should be removed from Order No. 99-043.  Shallow groundwater beneath Parcel 1 contains concentrations of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) above the maximum contaminant levels.  These VOCs most likely migrated from sources upgradient from Parcel 1.   Finding 1 of the existing Order should be amended to exclude Parcel 1. 

3.
CEQA:  This action is an amendment of an order to enforce the laws and regulations administered by the Board.  As such, this action is categorically exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 15321 of the Resources Agency Guidelines.

4.
Notification:  The Board has notified the dischargers and all interested agencies and persons of its intent under California Water Code Section 13304 to amend site cleanup requirements for the discharge, and has provided them with an opportunity to submit their written comments.  

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, pursuant to Section 13304 of the California Water Code, that Order No. 99-043 shall be amended as follows: 

A.
Campus for Jewish Life shall be added to the list of named dischargers in place of Sun Microsystems. 

B.
Findings 1, 2,  3, and Provision 11 shall be revised as follows:  

1.
(Finding 1) Site Location:  The subject properties covered by this Order (hereinafter the Site) are located at 3825, 3963, and 3977 Fabian Way and 901 San Antonio Road in Palo Alto (see Site Map).  Highway 101 borders the area covered by this Order to the north, Fabian Way to the west, Charleston Road to the south, and San Antonio Road to the east excluding the former Chevron service station located at San Antonio Road and East Charleston Road the two corner lots and the Western states Land Corporation property located at 849 East Charleston Road.  Excluded from the site is Parcel 1, the 4-acre site (see Parcel Map & Legal Description).  The site excluding Parcel 1 covers approximately 43 acres. Current operations at the site consist of fabrications of communication satellites and related communication equipment, on the Loral property, and in Buildings 7 and 8 of Far Western Land and Investment Companies property.  The remainder of the property is either landscaped or covered with asphalt and used for parking. 

2.
(Finding 2) Site History:  Ford Aerospace Corporation owned and occupied the large complex from 1959 to 1990.  Loral Aerospace Holdings, Inc. purchased the assets of Ford Aerospace Corporation in 1990 and was renamed Space Systems/Loral.  All buildings located at 3825 Fabian Way, are owned by Space System/Loral.  Buildings 7 and 8, located at 3977 and 3963 Fabian Way, respectively, are owned by Far Western Land & Investment, Inc.  Building 1 and the adjoining parking lots, located at 901 San Antonio Road, were purchased by Sun Microsystems in 1988.  In May 2002, Bridge Urban Infill Land Development LLC (BUILD) entered into an agreement with Campus for Jewish Life to purchase Parcel 1, a 4-acre section of the former Sun Microsystems parcel.  In June 2002, Campus for Jewish Life purchased all of Sun Microsystems property (see Site Map).   Space Systems/Loral currently occupies all of the buildings at the site except for Building 1.  Building 1 is currently vacant. 
By private agreement, Ford Motor Company assumed responsibility from Loral Aerospace Holdings, Inc. for compliance with Order No. 89-137.  This was described in a letter to the Board from Loral Aerospace dated April 22, 1991.  Since April 1991, Ford Motor Company has been the sole entity communicating with Board staff on matters related to the site investigation and cleanup. 

3. 
(Finding 3) Named Dischargers:  Ford Aerospace Corporation is named as a discharger because it was the entity responsible for the release at the site of chemicals to the soil and groundwater.  Space Systems/Loral, Campus for Jewish Life, and Far Western Land & Investment, Inc. are named as dischargers because they are the current owners of discrete parts of the site.  If additional information is submitted indicating that other parties caused or permitted any waste to be discharged on the site where it entered or could have entered waters of the state, the Board will consider adding that party’s name to this Order.  

4.
(Provision 11) Section C, Secondarily-Responsible Dischargers:  Within 60 days after being notified by the Executive Officer that other named dischargers have failed to comply with this Order, Space Systems/Loral, Far Western Land & Investment Inc, and Campus for Jewish Life as property owners shall be responsible for complying with this Order.   
_______________________           

________________________

Date






Loretta K. Barsamian








Executive Officer

=====================================================================

FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS ORDER MAY SUBJECT YOU TO ENFORCEMENT ACTION, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO: IMPOSITION OF ADMINISTRATIVE CIVIL LIABILITY UNDER WATER CODE SECTIONS 13268 OR 13350, OR REFERRAL TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL FOR INJUNCTIVE RELIEF OR CIVIL OR CRIMINAL LIABILITY

Attachments:   Site Map 



Parcel Map



Legal Description







