STATE OF CALIFORNIA

CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

STAFF SUMMARY REPORT (Ken Katen)

MEETING DATE: April 16, 2003
ITEM:


5.A.
SUBJECT:
NOVATO SANITARY DISTRICT, NOVATO, MARIN COUNTY – Amendment of NPDES Permit

CHRONOLOGY:

May 25, 1999 – Permit reissued


DISCUSSION:



Novato Sanitary District (District) owns and operates two wastewater treatment plants, the Ignacio Treatment Plant and the Novato Treatment Plant. The treatment plants use a combined outfall into to the intertidal mud flats of San Pablo Bay. This discharge is classified as a shallow water discharge. During the discharge season (September 1 – May 31) the District discharges an annual average dry weather flow of about 5.4 million gallons a day of treated wastewater through a multi-port diffuser about 950 feet offshore. Between June 1 and August 31, the effluent is held in reclamation ponds for sprinkler irrigation on District-controlled pasture lands.
In 1999, the District petitioned their permit to the State Board, and it is currently in abeyance.
In 2002, the District requested certain amendments to the existing NPDES permit. The amendments requested by the District are consistent with NPDES permits adopted for other, similar treatment plants.  With this permit amendment the District plans to withdraw their pending petition at the State Board.

This permit amendment proposes the following:

1. re-evaluates the need for effluent limits for copper, nickel and mercury based on recent effluent data and the SIP;
2. re-calculates final water-quality based effluent limits for copper and mercury based on the SIP;
3. omits the nickel effluent limit as no reasonable potential was triggered;

4. gives a new performance-based effluent limit for mercury based on the 2001 Pooled Mercury Staff Report;
5. moves the compliance point for ammonia to the combined outfall to be consistent with how other water-quality based effluent limits are monitored.



Written comments were submitted by the District, and we have responded to them in the Response to Comments.  
RECOMMEN
DATION:  

Adoption of the Tentative Order
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