California Regional Water Quality Control Board

San Francisco Bay Region

Resolution No. R2-2002-0108

Resolution Requesting Additional Funding from the State Water Pollution Cleanup and Abatement Account for the Gambonini Mine Cleanup, Marin County

Whereas, on July 21, 1993 the Regional Board adopted Resolution No. 93-080 requesting $569,000 from the cleanup and abatement account for the Gambonini Mine Site.

Whereas, on December 10, 1993 the State Board approved the Regional Board’s request.

Whereas, in May, 1998 the US EPA agreed to remediate the Gambonini Mine as a CERCLA removal action.

Whereas, on July 15, 1998 the Regional Board adopted Resolution No. 98 – 078 and agreed to fund the following non-operational activities at the mine: site revegetation, channel restoration, construction and post-remediation water quality and revegetation monitoring, beneficial use impact assessment monitoring, an evaluation of the net environmental benefit of the project, and Regional Board staff oversite costs.

Whereas, on September 15, 1999 the Regional Board adopted Resolution No. 99-078 requesting an additional $402,300 from the cleanup and abatement account to complete all necessary non-operational activities for the Gambonini Mine Site.

Whereas, beginning in August 1998 non-operational measures including erosion control, channel restoration, seeding and the planting of approximately 1,500 perennial plants, were implemented with the intent to eliminate, to the maximum extent feasible, the discharge of mercury-laden sediments from the 12-acre mining waste pile.  

Whereas, the US EPA CERCLA action did not address the runoff and erosion problems from historical mining roads and two small waste piles outside of the remediation area.

Whereas, water quality sampling conducted from January 2000 to May 2002 suggest that mercury-laden mine sediments deposited downstream in Walker Creek and Tomales Bay prior to the CERCLA actions, as well as the continuing erosion from mining roads and two small waste piles, pose a significant threat to Beneficial Uses in the Walker Creek watershed.

Therefore, be it resolved that:

The Regional Board requests the State Board to allocate an additional $400,000 from the State Water Pollution Cleanup and Abatement Account to complete all necessary non-operational activities, including onsite stormwater and erosion control, water quality monitoring, and Regional Board staff oversite costs. The on-site activities will be modeled on the successful revegetation, erosion control, and channel restoration efforts undertaken since the Regional Board adopted Resolutions No. 98-078 and 99-079.  The monitoring and assessment work will continue to evaluate the net environmental benefit of the project so that findings can be used to guide mine cleanup efforts throughout the state.  Downstream beneficial use impairment assessment work will provide the scientific basis for the Walker Creek and Tomales Bay Mercury TMDLs. 

I, Loretta Barsamian, Executive Officer, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a Resolution adopted by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region, on October 16, 2002.

_______________

Loretta Barsamian

Executive Officer
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