STATE OF CALIFORNIA


CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD


SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION


						STAFF SUMMARY REPORT (Farhad Azimzadeh)


						MEETING DATE:  October 16, 2002





ITEM:		5.A





SUBJECT:	Caterpillar, Inc., Groundwater Treatment Facilities at Grover Cleveland Park (south end of O'Donnell Avenue) in San Leandro and at 359 105th Avenue in Oakland, Alameda County - Rescission of NPDES Permits





CHRONOLOGY:	October 15, 1997 – NPDES permits issued





DISCUSSION:	This Order rescinds two individual NPDES permits issued to Caterpillar for discharge of extracted and treated groundwater.  The permit for Caterpillar facility number 3 is being rescinded because Caterpillar no longer discharges at this facility.  Caterpillar stopped the extraction, treatment, and discharge at this facility to prevent pulling a neighboring site’s contaminated groundwater into this facility.  





The permit for Caterpillar facility number 2 is being rescinded because Caterpillar has obtained discharge authorization under the general waste discharge requirements for discharge or reuse of extracted and treated groundwater resulting from the cleanup of groundwater polluted by volatile organic compounds (VOC General Permit).  Previously Caterpillar could not obtain discharge authorization under the VOC General Permit because Caterpillar’s activated carbon treatment system could not remove Freon 12 and Freon 22 to effluent limits required by the VOC General Permit.  Since 1998 Caterpillar has conducted effluent chronic toxicity and has sufficient data that demonstrates the effluent contains no harmful levels of Freon 12 and Freon 22.  In June 2002 the VOC General Permit was amended to delete the “Any Other VOC” effluent limit which includes Freon 12 and Freon 22.  Caterpillar will continue the regular monitoring for Freon 12 and Freon 22.





We received no comments on the Tentative Order and expect this item to remain uncontested.





RECOMMEN-


DATION:	Adopt the Tentative Order
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Appendix A: Tentative Order


