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SUBJECT:

RHODIA INC., PEYTON SLOUGH REMEDIATION PROJECT, MARTINEZ, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY.  Adoption of Waste Discharge Requirements and Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification

DISCUSSION:
Rhodia, Inc.(Discharger) has submitted an application for Clean Water Act Section 401 water quality certification that the proposed Rhodia Martinez Peyton Slough Remediation Project (project) will not violate State water quality standards.  The Board will also consider adopting Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs).  The proposed project is designed to remediate contaminated sediments in and adjacent to Peyton Slough, located in the Peyton Slough Marsh complex in Martinez, Contra Costa County.  The Regional Board issued Site Cleanup Requirements Order No. 01-094 (Order) to Rhodia, Inc. on August 15, 2001.  The remediation focuses on areas of concern (AOCs) that contain high levels of copper and zinc.  The main source of contaminants are waste by-products (cinders and slag) containing copper and zinc from a copper ore smelting operation that existed on the current Rhodia property.  The portion of Peyton Slough between Waterfront Road and the Carquinez Strait (the Slough) is the primary AOC.  Piles of cinders/slags were deposited on the property, some of which subsided below grade.  Groundwater and some surface water flow transported the contaminants into the Slough.  The Slough was occasionally dredged, and the contaminated dredge spoils were placed adjacent to the bank.  The project consists of: 1) removing or managing all AOCs; 2) excavating a new alignment for Peyton Slough east of the existing Slough and rerouting the water flow; 3) dewatering and capping the existing Slough in-situ; and 4) implementing a restoration plan that would revegetate the impacted wetlands and the new cap.  

The project site is located mostly in wetlands and other waters of the U.S.  The Project will have temporary and permanent impacts to waters of the U.S. totaling 23 acres.  Approximately 6.01 acres of non-wetland waters will be impacted (0.72 acres temporarily and 5.30 acres permanently).  Approximately 17 acres of wetlands will be impacted (12.25 acres temporarily and 4.63 acres permanently).  The site provides habitat for several special status species, including Salt Marsh Harvest Mouse, California Black Rail, and Sacramento splittail.  The impacts to non-wetland waters are primarily due to capping the existing Slough.  The wetland impacts are due to excavating the new alignment and remediating the AOCs, which are located in wetlands.  The permanent loss of non-wetland waters and wetlands is due primarily to the conversion of non-wetland waters to wetlands and vice versa.  The project will create 4.69 acres of waters and 10.11 acres of wetlands, resulting in a net loss of waters of 0.60 acres and a net gain of 5.46 acres of wetlands.  The net gain of wetlands is due primarily to the excavation of contaminated upland areas and their conversion to wetlands.

To mitigate for the project’s permanent and temporary fill and other direct impacts to aquatic resources, the Discharger proposes to: 1) create a net gain of 5.46 acres of wetlands; 2) re-establish up to 17 acres of habitat for the federally-listed endangered Salt Marsh Harvest Mouse; 3) increase the hydraulic capacity of the new alignment by at least 20%; 4) construct the new slough to be more sinuous than the existing slough; 5) improve the circulation of Rhodia Marsh, located in the southwest corner of the project site, by creating first order channels; 6) enhance the marsh north of the tide gate by creating first order channels; 7) enhance the 9-acre south spread area (area between the existing Slough and the proposed new alignment); and 8) install remote controlled actuators on the new tide gates to optimize the management of the Peyton Slough Marsh system.

RECOMMENDATION







Staff recommends the Board adopt the Tentative Order issuing WDRs and Clean Water Act Section 401 water quality certification for the project.
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