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February 28, 2002

Loretta K. Barsamian, Executive Officer

California Regional Water Quality Control Board

San Francisco Bay Region

1515 Clay Street, Suite 1400

Oakland, CA 94612

RE: 
Addendum to the Sonoma Valley County Sanitation District’s Infeasibility Study

Dear Ms Barsamian:

Enclosed is the addendum to the Sonoma Valley County Sanitation District’s (District) Infeasibility Study.  This addendum addresses the Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region (RWQCB) staff comments that were discussed in the February 13, 2002 meeting between the RWQCB staff and the District.  RWQCB comments received by the District via email on February 22, 2002 were addressed in the addendum and will be explained in a separate response that will be submitted to the RWQCB by March 15, 2002.

If you have any questions, please contact Michael Yu at (707) 521-1865.

Sincerely,

Pamela Jeane, P.E.

Deputy Chief Engineer – Operations

Enc.

c:  Ryan Bezerra – Bartkiewicz, Kronick & Shanahan

     Larry Walker, Betsy Elzufan – Larry Walker Associates

     Randy D. Poole, Debbie Webster, Hody Wilson, Ellen Simm, Jim Zambenini, Mike Yu - SCWA
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Addendum to the Sonoma Valley County Sanitation District’s Infeasibility Study

Under the heading 1) Introduction, please include the following text.  

The District will include these pollutants in the District’s Pollution Prevention Program.

Under the heading b) Copper – Efforts, please include the following paragraph.

With regard to future additional efforts, the District will, by the beginning of summer 2002, begin a source monitoring program to identify significant sources of copper loading into the SVTP.  The program will consist of sampling events at representative locations in the District’s collection system.  This program will be incorporated in the District’s Pollution Prevention Program.  

Under the heading d) Cyanide – Efforts, please include the following text at the end of the second paragraph.  

The report is part of the District’s Cyanide Reduction Study Plan
 (Study Plan) that consists of reviewing and analyzing pertinent information, evaluating alternative analytical methods, evaluating source control methods, investigating optimization of treatment plant processes, and preparing the final report.  Implementation of the Study Plan is nearly completed.  The remaining task is the submission of the final report, which will be submitted to the RWQCB by April 5, 2002.  The final report will document the results of the study, and will, to the extent appropriate, include recommendations for and a time schedule to implement feasible source control measures to reduce influent cyanide concentrations.  Alternate treatment measures to reduce cyanide in the treated effluent will also be discussed in the final report.

Under the heading of f) Dieldrin – Efforts, please include the following text at the end of the fourth paragraph.

The outreach effort will consist of sending an informational advisory to residents within the District’s service area advising them of dieldrin’s potential harm to human health and informing residents of the EPA ban of all further uses for any applications.  Included with the advisory, the District will provide directions for residents to dispose any products containing dieldrin at the Sonoma County Waste Management’s Hazardous Waste Facility.  Currently, the facility is under construction, but is anticipated to be open by spring 2002.  The District will distribute by the end of 2002 the advisory to encourage residents to visit and to utilize the new facility’s service.

Under the heading of h) Mercury – Efforts, please include the following paragraph.

The North Bay Watershed Association’s Regional Mercury Pollution Prevention Plan (NBWA Plan) is aimed at implementing a program and developing public outreach materials that will help reduce the release of mercury to the environment.  The NWBA Plan will include a compilation of individual mercury studies to confirm regional mercury sources and loading from the North Bay, and develop pollution prevention measures and public outreach materials to reduce mercury loads from preventable mercury sources.  The objective of the NBWA Plan is to address mercury reduction from a regional perspective rather than from individual prevention plans.  The North Bay Watershed Association is anticipating completing the plan’s scope of work by summer of 2002.  Further details regarding the Regional Mercury Pollution Prevention Plan are available from Roxanne Stachon at Raines, Melton & Carella, Inc.  The District will evaluate the recommendations of the NWBA Plan, and will implement and use outreach materials developed from the plan that the District believes are appropriate for the District’s service area and that will reduce mercury loading to the SVTP.

In addition, as mentioned previously, the District will be submitting its Mercury Pollution Prevention Plan by July 1, 2002.  This plan will be based on the results of the District’s efforts conducted to date that 1) identified significant mercury sources in the District’s service area, 2) investigated means of optimizing mercury removal by treatment plant process, 3) evaluated industrial contributions, and 4) evaluated possible means to reduce any significant sources into the collection system.  This plan will also incorporate, to the extent appropriate, recommendations and materials from the NBWA Plan.

Under the heading j) Tributyltin – Efforts, please include the following paragraph.

The District’s service area consists primarily of residential homes, retail businesses, agricultural land and vineyards.  There are few large industrial facilities and large commercial retail/office spaces (i.e., tall buildings).  By means of a business record review, the District will search for facilities that have water cooling towers and large air conditioning systems.  Typically, these facilities are the most likely candidates to use additives containing tributyltin.  Once the review is complete, and if facilities are identified as potential sources, the District will conduct an inspection of these facilities.  Additionally, the District will advise the inspected facilities that any cooling water additives containing tributyltin are banned.  Based on the results of the business review and inspections, the District will evaluate feasible and reasonable source control options that are applicable to the District’s service area, to reduce tributyltin loading to the collection system.  The District anticipates completing the business review by the end of 2002.  If facilities are identified that require inspections, those inspections will be performed by the beginning of next year.

Under the heading of l) Zinc – Efforts, please include the following text at the end of third paragraph.

The study is a work in progress.  For further details of the study and to review the schedule of the outlined tasks, please refer to the District’s detailed proposal of the study dated August 15, 2001 that was submitted to the RWQCB.  

� The District submitted the Cyanide Reduction Study Plan to the RWQCB for approval on August 31, 1999.  On December 20, 2000, the District submitted a request for an extension of time to complete the study plan due to a revision of the scope of the study plan, which was agreed on by both the District and the RWQCB.  The RWQCB approved both the study plan and the request for extension.





