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ITEM:


7

SUBJECT:
C & H SUGAR COMPANY, CROCKETT, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY, - Hearing to Consider Imposition of Administrative Civil Liability or Referral to the Attorney General for Pre-January 2000 Violations of NPDES Permit Resulting in the Discharge of Partially Treated Wastewater to Waters of the State

CHRONOLOGY:
1995- ACL Complaint No. 95-073

DISCUSSION:
C&H Sugar Company owns and operates a sugar refinery at Crockett.  Process wastewater generated from the sugar refinery combines with municipal sewage from Crockett-Valona Sanitary District, and receives secondary treatment at a wastewater treatment plant before being discharged to Carquinez Strait, a water of the state and United States.  The refinery also has two other discharges to the same receiving water: once-through cooling water and stormwater runoff.  Both C&H and Crockett-Valona Sanitary District are co-permittees; however, C&H is responsible for the operation of the wastewater treatment plant to assure the discharge from the plant complies with the NPDES permit.

C&H hired a contractor to operate the wastewater treatment plant.  During the period between July 1, 1995 and December 31, 1999, wastewater discharged from the treatment plant and the refinery was in violation of the NPDES permit on 396 days, resulting in a total discharge of 2.4 billion gallons of partially treated wastewater to Carquinez Strait.  Of these, 41 days involved false reporting of chlorine residual data by the contract operator.  False reporting jeopardized the Board staff’s ability to determine C&H’s permit compliance status.  Other violations include exceedances of effluent limits for biochemical oxygen demand, chlorine residual, oil and grease, total coliform, pH, and non-compliance with the self-monitoring program requirements.  

On April 18, 2002, the Executive Officer issued a Complaint No. R2-2002-0016 for administrative civil liability of $367,000 (Appendix A) to C&H Sugar for the above violations.  C&H has signed the waiver to a Board hearing, and intends to propose a supplemental environmental project and a compliance project for the amount of suspended liabilities of $245,000 and $100,000, respectively.

RECOMMEN-

DATION
No action required

File No.:
2119.1006

Appendix:
A. 
Complaint No. R2-2002-0016 and signed waiver

B. Correspondence (C&H’s Comment Letter of 4/29/2002)

C. Staff Response 

