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6

SUBJECT:
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN FOR THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY BASIN (BASIN PLAN) TO ESTABLISH SITE-SPECIFIC WATER QUALITY OBJECTIVES AND WATER QUALITY ATTAINMENT STRATEGIES FOR COPPER AND NICKEL IN SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO BAY, SOUTH OF THE DUMBARTON BRIDGE – adoption of proposed amendment
CHRONOLOGY:
An information item was presented on this topic at the April 17, 2002 hearing.

DISCUSSION: 
We have prepared a tentative resolution (Appendix A) to amend the basin plan to accomplish the following: 

· establish site-specific water quality objectives for copper and nickel in South San Francisco Bay, south of the Dumbarton Bridge (Lower South SF Bay) that are fully protective of aquatic life beneficial uses; 

· detail a Water Quality Attainment Strategy (WQAS) featuring pollution prevention, source control, and monitoring activities for copper and nickel that not only supports the site-specific water quality objectives but also maintains existing water quality; and

· revise certain portions of Chapter 4 (Implementation Plan) of the Basin Plan pertaining to Lower South SF Bay.

Lower South SF Bay is on the Clean Water Act §303(d) list of impaired waters due to copper and nickel.  In 1998, with leadership and funding from the City of San Jose in conjunction with the Santa Clara Basin Watershed Management Initiative (SCBWMI), we began the process to establish the Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) for these metals necessary to eliminate the impairment of this waterbody.  

The main findings of the project endorsed by a panel of technical experts are:

· the chemical features of Lower South SF Bay reduce the toxicity and bioavailability of copper and nickel through a variety of mechanisms; and

· levels of copper and nickel in Lower South SF Bay have been significantly reduced and are less than proposed site-specific water quality objectives that are protective of aquatic life beneficial uses.  

As such, with establishment of the site-specific water quality objectives and maintenance of existing pollution prevention and control actions, Lower South SF Bay should no longer be considered impaired by copper and nickel.

The proposed site-specific water quality objectives are supported by an implementation plan.  For this and other TMDL-related projects, we refer to this implementation plan as a WQAS.  In this case, the proposed copper and nickel site-specific water quality objectives are currently being achieved and, therefore, must be maintained.  Therefore, the WQAS for copper and nickel in Lower South SF Bay is designed to prevent water quality degradation and ensure the ongoing attainment of the site-specific water quality objectives.  The WQAS includes: 

· measures to control copper and nickel discharges from municipal wastewater and urban runoff sources; 

· a monitoring program and water quality “triggers” that, if reached, will cause execution of additional copper and nickel control measures;

· a framework for addressing increases to copper and nickel concentrations if they occur in the future; and

· metal translators for computing copper and nickel effluent limits for the municipal discharges to Lower South SF Bay.

The proposed Basin Plan Amendment and supporting Staff Report (Appendix B) providing details of the amendment and technical background was made available for public review and comment in April, and the Staff Report has been slightly revised in response to comments received (Appendix D).  Appendix C contains our response to comments.  Appendix E contains the completed environmental impact checklist required by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).   

Comments received were generally favorable and otherwise called attention to the importance of the implementation plan in maintaining water quality in Lower South SF Bay.  We are confident that the implementation plan will work because it holds municipal wastewater and urban runoff dischargers accountable for pollution prevention actions, monitoring, and reporting.  Most importantly, the parties themselves are committed to protecting the water quality gains they have worked hard to achieve over the last two decades.  Indeed, the Basin Plan Amendment package is a reflection of the constructive, collaborative watershed management effort that prevails in the Lower South SF Bay area.

RECOMMEN-
Adopt the tentative resolution amending the Basin Plan.

DATION:



APPENDIX A:
Tentative Resolution 

APPENDIX B: 
Public Notice and Staff Report providing background information for the proposed Basin Plan Amendment along with the text of the amendment

APPENDIX C: 
Regional Board staff responses to comments received

APPENDIX D: 
Comments received on the Staff Report and Basin Plan Amendment

APPENDIX E: 
Environmental Checklist (CEQA checklist)

