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Bay-Wide Safe Medicine Collection Event a Huge Success (Linda Rao)
In May, over 3,500 pounds of unused or expired medications were collected at 32 “Safe Medicine Collection Event” locations throughout the Bay Area. Everyday, unwanted or expired medicines are inappropriately discarded down sinks and toilets. Antibiotics, antidepressants, and hormone medications have been found throughout our nation’s waterways. Work is underway to quantify these compounds in the Bay. While scientists worldwide study the potential impacts on humans and marine life, the Bay Area Pollution Prevention Group (BAPPG) organized these focused events both to collect unwanted medications, and to educate residents and businesses about proper ways to keep medications and other unsafe products out of the Bay. 

The BAPPG is a consortium of wastewater agencies that coordinate actions to reduce pollutants to the environment. Board staff participates in the BAPPG. The participating agencies for this collection event included the East Bay Municipal Utility District, San Francisco Public Utilities Commission, South Bayside System Authority, Union Sanitary District, and the cities of Palo Alto, San Leandro, San Jose, Sunnyvale, and Millbrae. Each agency organized and managed one or more individual collection sites. The BAPPG’s partnership with Walgreens and Save the Bay was critical to the event’s success.
The event’s Bay Area-wide scale leveraged significant media interest that included five television clips, eleven newspaper articles, and four radio spots. Despite this event’s success, the staff time and resources required to hold collection events on a regular basis is not sustainable. The BAPPG is currently investigating other possibilities for a viable long-term solution to this issue.

Potrero Power Plant Permit Appealed, Technical Studies Move Forward
(Derek Whitworth)
Communities for Better Environment and Bayview-Hunters Point Community Advocates submitted a petition to the State Water Board on the Potrero Power Plant permit adopted by the Board in May 2006. They contend that the permit improperly allows thermal and toxic discharges and improperly exempts the plant from Basin Plan requirements. However, they also asked the State Water Board to hold their petition in abeyance, subject to further discussions with our staff. We have arranged for meetings with the petitioners to identify specifically what additional steps they propose we take.
In the meantime, we have also scheduled meetings to review the scopes of the special studies required by the permit. These meetings will include staff from the California Department of Fish and Game as well as the National Marine Fisheries Services. The petitioners have been invited so their concerns can also be considered.

NPDES Permit Milestone Met; Significant Hurdles Lie Ahead (LilaTang)
The NPDES Wastewater Division met its first of four milestones established with the US EPA to achieve the national goal of zero permit backlogs. At the January 2006 Board hearing, US EPA requested that the Board commit to achieving the national goal. The Board directed staff to develop a plan and schedule to satisfy US EPA. In March, we developed a very aggressive schedule that involves permit actions measured in four semi-annual increments. The first milestone was to take action on 12 expired permits by June 2006. With the hard work and dedication of Board staff, we successfully met this milestone.

We are encountering some new challenges with the second milestone, which involves 19 permit actions by December 2006. These challenges involve start-up delays with US EPA’s contractor and loss of Board staff.

With the second set of 19 permits, US EPA’s contractor is assisting on 10 of them. We are very thankful of this assistance, but have encountered initial delays in receiving draft work products. We have also had to spend additional staff time correcting and educating the contractor on effluent limit calculations, statistical analysis, and Board policies and practices. In hindsight, this startup is typical. It would take us from 3 to 6 months to train a new staff member how to write a NPDES permit. The contractor has been very responsive in following through on changes and corrections we’ve requested. We are hopeful that once fully up to speed on these issues, the contractor will catch up and eliminate further delays in future draft work products.

Another potential challenge is Board staff retention. One experienced permit writer will be on leave for all of July, and has given notice that he may quit by the end of July. We have asked for additional assistance from US EPA’s contractor to fill this gap, but it cannot fully substitute for all the work that is done by Board staff. In the past, it has taken from 6 to 9 months to fill a vacancy and train new staff. In the interim, we will defer as much other work as possible and try our best to meet the second milestone.

The schedule of permit issuances and reissuances, updated monthly, is available at    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay
 under Water News.
Draft Napa River Watershed Sediment TMDL Released (Michael Napolitano)
After extensive research and discussions with stakeholders in Napa County, the Planning/TMDL division has released a draft Basin Plan amendment and Staff Report for a Sediment Reduction and Habitat Enhancement Plan/TMDL for the Napa River Watershed. The public comment period on these documents closes on July 30, and we anticipate scheduling hearings on the TMDL in September (testimony) and November (adoption) as part of those months' Board meeting agendas. The documents are on the Board's website at http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/napariversedimenttmdl.htm .

On Wednesday, July 26, from 10 am until noon, a Town Hall Meeting to discuss the sediment TMDL will be held at the Yountville Community Center. The meeting will be hosted by the Napa Resource Conservation District, Friends of the Napa River, Napa County Farm Bureau, and the Watershed Information Center & Conservancy. Dyan Whyte and Michael Napolitano will be present at the meeting and answer questions from the many interested stakeholders in the area.

The TMDL is designed to conserve the steelhead trout population in the Napa River and its tributaries, establish a self-sustaining Chinook salmon population, improve the overall health of the native fish community, and enhance the aesthetic and recreational values of these waters.
Walker Creek Mercury TMDL update (Jill Marshall)

Walker Creek is a tributary to Tomales Bay in West Marin. Inactive mercury mines have led to impairment of beneficial uses in Walker Creek, both downstream of the inactive Gambonini Mine and in Soulejule Reservoir, site of two inactive mercury mines. Discharges from the inoperative Gambonini mercury mine have resulted in high mercury concentrations in fish and wildlife downstream of the mine. The Cal/EPA Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment has issued a health advisory for fish consumption from Soulejule Reservoir based on fish tissue samples collected by the Surface Water Ambient Monitoring Program (SWAMP).

In an effort to mitigate mercury transport from the Gambonini mine, the US EPA and the Water Board (using Cleanup and Abatement Funds) initiated an emergency Superfund (CERCLA) cleanup action in August 1999. The overall goal of the project was to eliminate, to the maximum extent feasible, the discharge of mercury-laden sediments from the 12-acre mining waste pile. The resulting mine cleanup along with low-cost and low-tech revegetation and erosion control measures are a success. Mercury levels have dropped throughout the watershed, both on the mine site and downstream of the mine. In addition, many of the remediation measures represent an exportable technology that can be utilized as implementation actions for nutrient, pathogen, mercury and sediment TMDLs in Walker Creek as well as other watersheds. While mercury levels have dropped, implementation actions are still needed to address impairment in Soulejule Reservoir and downstream of the Gambonini Mine site.

Board staff recently conducted a public workshop and California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Scoping Meeting regarding the proposed Project Plan and Basin Plan Amendment for the Walker Creek Mercury TMDL. A meeting was held in Tomales on May 24. The staff presentation consisted of a summary of information in the forthcoming Project Plan, an overview of the proposed Basin Plan amendment and information on the CEQA process. The Draft Project Plan and Proposed Basin Plan Amendment have been sent out for scientific peer review, and we will be releasing a report for public comment later this summer. For further information, please contact Jill Marshall at (jmarshall@waterboards.ca.gov).

Seattle Stormwater BMPs (Keith Lichten)

On June 12, Keith Lichten visited and photographed two innovative urban runoff projects in Seattle, "SEA Streets" and the High Point mixed-income housing project. 

Seattle's "SEA Streets," or Street Edge Alternatives project, redevelops existing residential streets with a combination of natural drainage measures to clean up and infiltrate stormwater runoff--such as swales and rain gardens--and "skinny streets" that reduce impervious surface relative to standard street designs, thus reducing the amount of runoff and purposefully reducing auto speeds, resulting in a neighborhood that is safer for pedestrians and children.

The project's long-term goal is to create a "green grid" that will substantially improve runoff quality in a creek with one of Seattle's largest remaining salmon runs. It has been well-received by local residents.

The second project is the high-density redevelopment of the "High Point" mixed-income housing project in West Seattle. This 120-acre project is designed around new urbanist principles and has densities ranging from 16 to 30 units per acre. It drains into Longfellow Creek, also a creek with an existing salmon run.

While developers may express concern about the challenge of incorporating clean water measures in such high-density projects, in this case the measures are a feature of the project, and were fit entirely into the project's common open space areas. They consist of linear rain gardens along project streets, significant use of porous pavements for sidewalks and parking, and disconnected downspouts that allow roof runoff to flow across landscaped areas and soak into the ground. 

The High Point designers met Seattle's treatment and hydromodification requirements--more restrictive than those in the Bay Area--by locating controls in the common landscaped areas. A significant restraint was reduced by locating utility vaults in the project's sidewalks, rather than the typically more haphazard placement in the landscape strip between sidewalk and street, as is often the case in other projects. The project also incorporates design aspects, such as pavement designed to look like drops of water and special signage, to help interpret its natural drainage design to residents.

Staff will use the projects as examples to help inform similar projects here in the Bay Area.

Alameda County Creek Development Moratorium Extended (Dale Hopkins)
On June 15, the Alameda County Board of Supervisors voted to extend a temporary moratorium on new development along creeks from 45 days to an additional 10½ months. The original moratorium was put in place in May 2006 in response to community concerns and controversies over a number of recently proposed creekside developments. After one proposal was criticized for its highly inaccurate riparian mapping, local environmentalists found that the County had developed a comprehensive plan in 1977 to map creekside habitat and identify areas needing special protection. This plan has never been implemented.
The current moratorium covers the unincorporated areas of the West County area within the urban growth boundary (primarily Castro Valley, Hayward hills and other parts of southwest Alameda County) and applies to buildings within 50 feet of the top of bank of any watercourse, either natural or man-made, with continuous or intermittent flow. It does not apply to projects that have already received planning approval or for which an application has been submitted, and it also exempts agricultural operations, public works projects, and single family homes (although the existing county ordinance has a 20-foot setback).
Supervisors Miley, Lai-Bitker, and Steele have held two public meetings to discuss the moratorium as well as general creek issues. Both meetings have been well attended and are furthering a constructive dialogue between watershed citizens and the County agencies involved in creek protection, maintenance, and flood control. The supervisors are proposing to set up an inclusive citizen-agency task force to focus on working out creek protection issues. Supervisor Steele is also planning to meet with a group of Cull Canyon neighbors who have immediate erosion concerns following last winter’s storms. This is a very positive initiative by a group of homeowners who are interested in working together to take a local watershed approach to addressing their problems of bank failure. In May, Water Board staff sent a letter to the Board of Supervisors expressing support for the moratorium and protection of creek corridors as consistent with the proposed Stream and Wetland Systems Protection Policy currently under development, and urging the supervisors to use a broad definition of creeks in their moratorium. Board staff attended the two public meetings and will be following the progress of the task force efforts and local neighborhood projects.

Caltrans’ Devil’s Slide Tunnel Project Notice of Violation (Laurie Taul)
In February, I briefed you regarding the December 2005 slope failure and sediment discharge from Caltrans’ Devil’s Slide Tunnel Project in San Mateo County south of Pacifica. We received a citizen complaint on December 23, 2005, reporting that large amounts of sediment and sediment-laden storm water discharged from this project to waters of the State during the storm event beginning on December 17, 2005. Subsequent storm events in late December also resulted in significant sediment discharges. In June, as a result of staff’s investigation into these incidents, I issued a Notice of Violation (NOV) to Caltrans.

The NOV outlines violations of the Caltrans Statewide NPDES Storm Water Permit, its project-specific WDRs and the Basin Plan. These violations include: 1) inadequate implementation of Best Management Practices, resulting in significant volumes of sediment and sediment-laden storm water being discharged to the Pacific Ocean and an environmentally sensitive area (ESA) containing potential California red legged frog habitat; 2) failure to notify the Board of the December 17 discharges per permit requirements; and 3) continuing to actively grade new slopes after the December 17 storm event without preparing for upcoming storms, resulting in additional discharges of turbid water to the ESA during the storm beginning December 31.

Given the geographic location and steep terrain of the site, Caltrans should not have risked extensive grading and slope construction activities during the rainy season. Additionally, staff found that after the events of December 17, Caltrans should have had the foresight to adequately protect exposed areas prior to the onset of rain storms beginning December 31.

The NOV requires Caltrans to implement effective erosion and sediment controls, update the site’s Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP), conduct monitoring of future storm water discharges, and to provide technical information pertaining to past discharge violations.

The Board issued Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) to Caltrans for the construction of the Devil’s Slide Tunnel Project in June 2004. The project will bypass the geologically unstable area of Route 1 at Devil’s Slide with twin bridges and a 4,000 foot long double bore tunnel through San Pedro Mountain, with connections to the existing Route 1 at both ends. An action item for adoption of an NPDES Permit to address the discharge of groundwater associated with construction and operation of the tunnel is on the Board’s July meeting agenda.
Despite the recent highway closure, there has not been a delay in tunnel construction schedule. Caltrans recently advertised the tunnel construction contract and will begin accepting contractor’s bids September 19, 2006. Route 1 is expected  to be reopened in mid- to late September 2006, and tunnel construction activities are expected to start in October 2006. Caltrans is seeking opportunities to avoid a risk of delay in tunnel construction by rescheduling key construction tasks to earlier dates. However, as stipulated in the NOV, an updated wet-weather SWPPP for the 2006-07 rainy season must be submitted to the Board for review no later than September 15, 2006.

TWC Storage Petitions Board Enforcement Action (Max Shahbazian)
On June 6, TWC Storage filed a petition with the State Board, challenging the Regional Water Board's imposition of administrative civil liability at the May Board meeting. The Regional Water Board imposed $25,000 in liability against TWC as a result of a release of the solvent Perchlorethylene at its property in Sunnyvale. The release occurred last year during demolition activities by TWC's contractor prior to site redevelopment. The property is an active federal Superfund site where solvents were previously used and released. TWC's petition reiterates arguments made in its comments and testimony to the Regional Water Board as well as procedural items. Board staff will be preparing the administrative record and a response to the petition later this month. We will keep you advised of the petition status.

Record of Decision Signed for Site 15, Former Transformer Storage Area, Alameda Point (Judy C. Huang)
I signed the Record of Decision (ROD) for Alameda Point Site 15 on June 16, 2006. This ROD is focused upon ecological and human health impacts caused by PCBs and lead from spills or leaks from oil-containing transformers, use of oil containing PCBs for weed control, or storage and use of lead-based paints. The site is located in the northwestern portion of the former Alameda Naval Air Station, now known as Alameda Point, bounded by the Oakland Inner Harbor, Runway 7-25, and Site 14. It consists of approximately 6 unpaved acres of which one acre is wetlands located adjacent to the northern boundary of the site near the Oakland Inner Harbor. Based on the Remedial Investigation Report (RI), and the RI data gap sampling results, there are no significant ecological and human health risks from exposure to soil and no further action is required. Staff concurs with this assessment. The proposed future reuse for Site 15 is recreational, possibly a golf course.

Map of Site 15 at the Alameda Naval Air Station/Alameda Point

[image: image1.jpg]



Residents Express Concern Over Hamilton Wetland Restoration Project Construction and Cleanup Activities (Naomi Feger)
Homeowners in Novato, whose backyards face Todd Road, the only existing access route to the former Hamilton Army Airfield property, are unhappy with construction traffic along the road. Many steps have been taken over the past year to help mitigate the situation, but the homeowners are very concerned that the project will take years to complete. They want an alternative road alignment that will remove all construction traffic from the road that adjoins their properties. 

This past spring was the beginning of the construction season at Hamilton. The Army completed the last active soil removal action planned for the property this past month, where large trucks hauled soil excavated from a former gun testing range offsite to landfills. The Hamilton Wetland Restoration Project has begun construction of additional berms and levees to make the site ready to receive the Port of Oakland’s 50-foot deepening project dredged sediments. This means additional trucks carrying gravel, pipeline and other construction materials will need to use Todd Road to access the site. The project needs to stay on schedule to be ready to receive the planned delivery of sediment from the Port.

Complaints from the homeowners led to the recent formation of an ad hoc Todd Road committee composed of the project proponents, local and federal officials, including Tom Roth from Congresswoman’s Woolsey’s office, and regulatory agencies. This committee is working hard towards a workable solution. I agreed to an interview with CBS/KPIX on this contentious issue, and the piece aired on the evening news on June 26. An article also appeared in the Marin Independent Journal on June 28.

Staff and I are working closely with Federal, State and local agencies to reach an equitable solution to the concerns of the homeowners. I have also written a letter to Barbara Boxer in support of relocating site access.
Development at Former Ford Aerospace site, Palo Alto (Michelle Rembaum-Fox)
Board staff recently approved several site-cleanup documents for the former Ford Aerospace site in Palo Alto: Risk Assessment, Soil Cleanup Plan, Groundwater Cleanup Plan, and Risk Management Plan (RMP). This approval will pave the way for the 8-acre former industrial facility to be turned into 176 senior housing units, a day care facility, swimming pools, sports fields and a 130,000 square foot Jewish Community Center. A key issue in reviewing these documents was vapor intrusion (the potential for vapors from volatile chemicals in groundwater to migrate into occupied buildings). The RMP assures that vapor intrusion does not occur while groundwater cleanup is taking place. The approval concludes over two years of work by Board staff, the developer (Sares Regis), and the responsible parties. Significant effort was spent by Board staff to help mediate between the developer and responsible parties, and to assure that human health and the environment are protected. The project still needs land use approvals from the City of Palo Alto before construction starts.

In a related development, earlier this year Board staff approved a revised RMP for a parcel immediately north of the Ford Aerospace site. This parcel, owned by Bridge Housing, will also be redeveloped for mixed uses including residences. The Bridge parcel, while not a source of contamination, also faces a potential vapor intrusion issue. Board staff originally approved this RMP in mid-2004 but that action was petitioned to the State Board by Ford Motor Company, one of the interested parties (see our June 2004 EO Report). Ford and Bridge negotiated for several months over this dispute and recently reached a settlement. Under the settlement, Bridge revised the RMP and Ford withdrew its petition.

Final Site Cleanup Requirements are still needed for the Ford Aerospace site. Board staff will be preparing a Tentative Order for public comment, and this matter will be recommended for Board consideration at a future meeting, probably later this year.

Site Cleanup at Proposed San Francisco Power Plant (Nancy Katyl)
In last month’s EO Report we provided background information on activities at the proposed San Francisco Electric Reliability Project (SFERP) site, located near 25th and Maryland Streets in San Francisco. The project is on a tight schedule, and we expect the cleanup process to move fairly rapidly this year.

Board staff is continuing to coordinate with California Energy Commission (Commission) staff to assure that the project meets both agencies’ requirements. In early June, staff from the Board and the Commission signed a staff-level Memorandum of Understanding to guide our joint efforts. On June 26, we issued a technical-report directive to the City, outlining a time schedule and requiring submittal of various site-cleanup documents for the 4-acre SFERP site. A Supplemental Investigation Report and Risk Assessment are due in early August with the Site Cleanup Plan and Risk Management Plan due in September. We intend to provide opportunities for public comment on these documents prior to any action. We will keep the Board informed of significant milestones in this site’s cleanup.

Petaluma Quarry Redevelopment (John Jang )
On June 28, Board staff issued a case-closure letter for the Petaluma Quarry Redevelopment project, marking the completion of site cleanup. Redevelopment plans for the Site include single-family homes, duplexes and town homes, live-work lofts, and several parking lots. Construction of the homes will begin this summer. Board staff are pleased to have been able to move this Brownfield case through the site cleanup process and meet relevant cleanup standards in less than a year. 

The quarry property is approximately forty-three acres located on the south side of Petaluma Blvd near the Petaluma River. The site has been in use as a quarry since at least the early 1900s. Rock mining operations ceased in about 1993 and aggregate storage, classification, and sale and asphalt production activities ceased in 2005. 

Site features included a vehicle and equipment maintenance shop, wash plants, crushing plants, a brick plant, reduction plants, asphalt plants, concrete recycling plants, and settling ponds. Extensive investigations revealed six areas impacted by petroleum hydrocarbons, primarily in the diesel and motor oil range. Low levels of petroleum hydrocarbons have also been detected in shallow groundwater in the northwestern portion of the quarry property. However, the detected concentrations in groundwater are below levels of concern for residential development when compared to the Water Board’s Environmental Screening Levels. Remedial excavation activities removed approximately 18,470 cubic yards of contaminated rock and soil from the site. 
Naturally-occurring asbestos and nickel above concentrations considered harmful to human health and the environment were discovered in several discrete spots on the property. However, development in these areas will result in the burial of these materials beneath approximately 25 to 65 feet of clean fill. A Deed Restriction has been recorded on the property; it requires that the naturally-occurring asbestos and nickel remain covered by at least 5 feet of clean fill to prevent exposure to residents or to environmental receptors, and that any excavation work conform to the risk management plan.

Hillside Landfill Follow Up (David Elias)
At the July 2005 Board meeting’s public forum, Philip Batchelder, Executive Director of San Bruno Mountain Watch, expressed concern that high concentrations of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) were leaking from the Hillside Landfill in Colma. The landfill is located immediately adjacent to San Bruno Mountain and near the Daly City drinking water supply aquifer.

In my August 2005 Executive Officer (EO) Report, we described the landfill and that it was under a Board order to investigate and implement corrective action for a low level VOC release. Since that report, additional groundwater monitoring wells were installed to define the extent of the VOC release. The results of sampling and analysis from these wells verify that VOCs have not migrated away from the site and do not threaten the Daly City drinking water aquifer. Groundwater at the landfill will continue to be monitored in accordance with waste discharge requirements to verify that beneficial water uses are protected.
Emerging Contaminants Symposium Sponsored by the Groundwater Resources Association (Keith Roberson, Cleet Carlton, and Alec Naugle)
The Groundwater Resources Association (GRA) of California held its second symposium on emerging contaminants on June 7 and 8 in Concord. Emerging contaminants are chemicals that have recently come under scrutiny as possible environmental contaminants. Emerging contaminants fall into widely different classes of chemicals, such as human and veterinary pharmaceuticals, perchlorate, birth control pills, personal care products, pesticides, and flame retardants (PDBE). The symposium brought together representatives from government regulatory agencies, water districts, resource agencies, academic institutions, analytical laboratories, and consulting firms to discuss how emerging contaminants are identified, regulated, and remediated.

Some Examples of Emerging Contaminants Discussed at the Symposium

1,4-Dioxane

1,4-dioxane is a volatile organic compound (VOC) that is added as a stabilizer to certain solvents, and for this reason 1,4-dioxane is sometimes discovered as a co-contaminant in solvent plumes. US EPA has listed 1,4-dioxane as a probable human carcinogen, but a federal or California Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) standard has not been established. California’s Department of Health Services (DHS) has set an action level at 3 parts per billion. 1,4-dioxane deserves notice as a groundwater contaminant due to its toxicity, its mobility in groundwater, and its persistence in the environment. The presence of 1,4-dioxane in groundwater plumes has largely gone unnoticed since 1,4-dioxane is not part of the standard EPA analytical suite for VOCs. Unlike most solvents commonly detected in groundwater, 1,4-dioxane does not respond to treatment using standard remedial methods such as air-stripping or carbon adsorption. More advanced treatment technologies, including ex-situ bioremediation or UV light coupled with hydrogen peroxide treatment, have shown some success. 
N-nitrosodimethylamine (NDMA)

NDMA is a very highly toxic compound that forms through the chlorination of reclaimed wastewater or as a degradation by-product of hydrazine (a liquid rocket fuel). Consequently, NDMA has been found as a groundwater contaminant at some rocket motor production sites (e.g., Aerojet in Rancho Cordova) and sites where reclaimed water has been reinjected into aquifers. Because of NDMA’s toxicity, California DHS has set an action level for NDMA at 3 parts per trillion.

Pharmaceuticals and Personal Care Products

Pharmaceuticals and personal care products are also being studied for their presence and toxicity in drinking water. The concern for long-term, low-dose human exposures, as well as ecological effects, arises when these products enter the wastewater stream, and the treated wastewater effluent is used to recharge drinking water sources. Undesirable effects from these products include: reproductive/hormonal effects such as gender alteration of aquatic organisms, early onset of puberty in humans, and adverse impacts on sensitive populations such as children and pregnant women.

Regulation of New Contaminants

Dr. Bruce Macler, drinking water risk assessor for US EPA Region 9, summarized the process of federal regulation of emerging contaminants under the Safe Drinking Water Act. US EPA maintains a list of potential chemicals for regulation called the Contaminant Candidate List (CCL). The screening process is rigorous, and few chemicals that are evaluated end up under federal regulation. Some of the criteria considered are toxicity and how widespread exposure is. For example, if a certain chemical is found to be problematic in only a few states, EPA will defer regulation of the chemical to the specific state. US EPA recently completed screening of 13 chemicals on the current CCL, and 11 of those were excluded from further consideration for federal regulation. Of the chemicals most recently evaluated, only perchlorate and MTBE remain under consideration, and regulation of MTBE is doubtful because of its relatively low toxicity and little indication of human health impacts.

In-house Training

Our June training was on dealing with the media and featured presentations by staff from the State Board’s Office of Public Affairs. We have not scheduled any in-house training sessions in July or August.

Staff Presentations and Outreach
Post-construction stormwater control workshops

On June 7, the North Bay Phase II municipal stormwater programs and the Water Board held a workshop for municipal employees on post-construction stormwater control. Selina Louie helped the programs plan and organize the event, and Jan O’Hara stepped in for a double-booked speaker to give a session on design criteria for stormwater treatment units. Participants gave the workshop favorable reviews.
Protecting Benicia Creeks and Carquinez Strait

On June 8, the Benicia Planning Commission held a special session in which A.L. Riley and Jan O’Hara presented information on creek protection and ways to incorporate stormwater control units into new development projects. The City of Benicia has one or more significant development projects in the planning stages, and proper design of these projects will help the City to protect its creeks and the Carquinez Strait.
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