
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARI)

SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

' COMPLAINT No. 01-019

MAIYDATORY MINIMUM PENALTY
IN THE MATTER OF

GENERAL CHEMICAL
CONTRA COSTA COIJNTY

This Complaint to assess mandatory minimum penalties pursuant to California Water Code

section 133g5 is issued to the General Chemical (hereinafter the discharger) based on a finding

of violations of waste Discharger Requirements order No. 96-032 (NPDES No. CA0004979)'

The Executive Officer finds the following:

1. On March 20,lgg6,the Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay

Region, (Regional 6oard) adopted Waste bischarge Requirements Order No. 96-032 for

the discharger to regulate discharges of waste from their treatment plant.

2. Water Code section 13385(h)(1) requires the Regional Board to assess a mandatory

minimum penalty of three thousanddollars ($3,000) for the first serious violation in any

six-month period or in lieu of the penalty require the discharger to spend an equal amount

for a supplemental environmental project or to develop a pollution prevention plan'

3. Water Code section 13385(i)(l) requires the Regional Board to assess a mandatory

minimum penalty of three tho,rs*d dollars ($f ,OOO; for each violation, not counting the

first violation, ifihe discharger commits two or more serious violations in any six month

period.

4. Order No. 96-032 includes the following effluent limitation:

Units Daily
Maximum

0.2Settleable Matter mVl-hr 0.1

According to monitoring reports received, on August 3, 2000 the discharger exceeded

their Total Settleable Matter Daily Maximum. The measured total settleable matter was

0.3 mVl-hr. Total settleable matter is a Group I pollutant and the measured effluent

exceeded the effluent limit by more than 40olo.

The total amount of the mandatory minimum penalty for this violation is $3,000, for the

serious violation that occurred on August 3,2000'

30-Day
Average

5.

6.



THE GENERAL CHEMICAL IS HEREBY GTVEN NOTICE THAT:

1. The Executive Officir of the Regional Board proposes that the discharger be assessed a

mandatory minimum penalty in the amount of $3,000.

Z. A hearing shall be held by the Regional Board on April 18, 2001, unless the discharger

agrees to waive the hearing and pay the mandatory minimum penalty of $3,000 in full'

3. In lieu of the $3,000 penalty for the first serious violation the Executive Officer may

allow the discharg", io 
"o.plete 

a pollution prevention plan or conduct a supplemental

environmentul pr6;""t apprwed bythe Executive Officer. The discharger must make

such a request no later than March 28,2001.

4. The discharger may waive the right to a hearing. If you wish to waive the hearing, please

check and sign the attached waiver and return it and a check made payable to the State

Water Resources Control Board for the full amount of the mandatory minimum penalty

to the Regional Board's office at the letterhead address, no later than March 28,2007.

loretta K. Barsamian
Executive Officer

J z-7 o/
Date



WAIvER

tl

tl

By checking thisbox, I agree to waive my right to ahearin_g before the Regional

Board with regarh to the uiolutionr alleged in Complaint No. 01-013, and to remit

payment for G civil liability imposed. I understand that I am grving u!_-y Tght 
to

Le-heard, and to argue against thi allegations made by the Executive Officer in this

Complaint, and against the imposition of, or the amount of, the civil liability
proposed. I furthir agree to remit payment for the mandatory minimum Pglalty
imposea within 60 days after this Complaint is signed by the Executive Officer.

By checking the box I agree to waive my right to a hearing before the Regional Board

with regardlo the violations alleged in Complaint No. 01-013 and to complete a

pollution prevention plan or conduct a supplemental environmental project in lieu of
ihe civil liability imp-osed for the first serious violation, subject to approval by the

Executive Officer. if the pollution prevention plan or supplemental environmental

project is not acceptable to ttre Executive Officer, I agree to pay the civil liability
witirin 60 days after this Complaint is signed by the Executive Officer. I understand

that I am giving up my right 6 argue against the allegations made by the Executive

Officer in this Comptaint, and against the imposition ol or the amount of, the civil
liability proposed. i furttrrt agree to complete a pollution prevention plan or conduct

u ruppi"*rntal environmental project approved by the Executive Officer within a

time schedule set by the Executive Officer.

Name (prinD Signature

Date Title/Organization


