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SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION
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MEETING DATE: September 19, 2001

ITEM:


16

SUBJECT:
PINOLE-HERCULES WATER POLLUTION CONTROL PLANT, PINOLE, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY – Reissuance of NPDES Permit

CHRONOLOGY:       September, 1994 – Permit reissued

DISCUSSION:



The Pinole-Hercules Water Pollution Control Plant currently discharges about 2.3 million gallons per day (mgd) of treated wastewater into San Pablo Bay through an outfall 3600 feet offshore.  The present service area population is approximately 38,500 comprising of the City of Pinole and the City of Hercules.  The discharge is through a joint outfall shared with the Rodeo Sanitary District.

The attached Tentative Order proposes effluent limitations for the following pollutants: Copper, Mercury, and Cyanide.  Interim limits are proposed for mercury and cyanide.  The proposed permit has fewer toxic effluent limits than the previous permit because no reasonable potential was found for several other pollutants using the State Implementation Policy methodology.

To accommodate growth from the City of Hercules, the City of Pinole expects to expand its plant from its present capacity of 4.06 mgd to 5.00 mgd within the next 2-4 years.  A preliminary study indicates that the plant will need three additional secondary clarifiers, one new digester, larger capacity influent pumps, and an additional blower to accommodate the proposed flow increase.  This order requires the discharger conduct a capacity increase study and submit that study to the Board.

Comments were submitted by Pinole-Hercules and the U.S. EPA.  Most of the comments are similar to those for the permits considered by the Board in June and August, and we have responded to them in the Response to Comments.

Pinole-Hercules raised a new issue specific to their facility requesting a compliance schedule to allow discharge through a shallow water discharge point.  The Basin Plan and the existing permit currently prohibit discharges from outfalls that do not provide a minimum of 10:1 dilution. Staff believes that it is not appropriate to establish a compliance time schedule for correcting the shallow water discharges in this permit.  A compliance time schedule for correcting any violations may be more appropriate in the context of a future enforcement action for violations of this discharge prohibition.

RECOMMEN-

DATION:  

Adoption of the Tentative Order
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