NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE OF FILING A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT

In the Matter of Proposed Amendments
to the Water Quality Control Plan for the San Francisco Bay Basin

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region (RWQCB) will consider for adoption an amendment to the Water Quality Control Plan for the San Francisco Bay Basin (Basin Plan) to implement the Long Term Management Strategy for the Disposal of Dredged Material in the San Francisco Bay Region (LTMS).  The proposed amendment would:

1. Changes in the limit on disposal at the designated in-Bay disposal sites,

2. Establishment of a two-phase process of allocation of the reduced in-Bay disposal volumes,

3. Changes in definitions or clarification of terms, and

4. Revised and clarified permit conditions to reflect these changes and the requirements of the resource agencies.

Action on the Proposed amendment will be taken in accordance with a regulatory program exemption under Section 21080.5 of the Public Resources Code from the requirement to prepare an environmental impact report under the California Environmental Quality Act (Public Resources Code Section 2100 et seq.) and with other applicable laws and regulations.  A draft functionally equivalent document that includes an Environmental Checklist has been prepared for the proposed amendments.  

The public hearing will be held:

DATE:


Wednesday, May 16, 2001

TIME:


During the RWQCB’s regular meeting, which begins at 9:30 a.m.

LOCATION:

Elihu M. Harris State Building



First Floor Auditorium



1515 Clay Street



Oakland, California 94612

STAFF CONTACT:
Glynnis Collins; 



(510) 622-2318 (ph)



(510) 622-2459 (fax)



email:  gnc@rb2.swrcb.ca.gov

The public hearing will be conducted according to the normal procedures of the RWQCB, as described in “Notes on Regional Board Agenda” attached to each Agenda.  Time limits may be imposed on oral testimony at the public hearing.

At the conclusion of the public hearing, the RWQCB will consider certification of the environmental document and adoption of the proposed amendment.  Also at the conclusion of the public hearing the RWQCB may consider additional or alternative rules, consistent with the general purpose of the proposed Basin Plan amendments, developed at the hearing as a result of logical outgrowth of the testimony received.

The draft amendment, the functionally equivalent document, and a staff report, is available at our offices.  A copy may be obtained by contacting the staff contact, above.  The documentation may also be downloaded from the RWQCB Web site at: http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/~rwqcb2/.

The public review period for the proposed amendment and environmental document will extend until the close of the public hearing on May 16, 2000.  Written comments or questions should be directed to the attention of the staff contact, above, and should be received by close of business on April 30, 2001.  

The location of the hearing is accessible to persons with disabilities.  Individuals who require special accommodations are requested to contact Mary Tryon at (510) 622-2399 by May 9, 2001.

