STATE OF CALIFORNIA


REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD


SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION


																			STAFF SUMMARY REPORT (Greg Walker)


																			MEETING DATE: May 22, 2001


ITEM:	8





SUBJECT:	SAUSALITO-MARIN CITY SANITARY DISTRCT, SAUSALITO, MARIN COUNTY– Hearing to Consider Imposition of Mandatory Minimum Penalty 





CHRONOLGY:  	This item has not been heard before. 


	


DISCUSSION:	The Discharger had a daily maximum violation for Total Suspended Solids (TSS) on July 5, 2000, a weekly average violation for TSS on July 8, 2000 and a monthly average violation for TSS on July 31, 2000.  These were all chronic violations and are liable for a MMP due to other chronic violations with the prior 6 month period. For these violations, the District is subject to mandatory minimum penalty of $9,000 under Water Code Section 13385. The District is not eligible to use any of the penalty for a supplemental environmental project or a pollution prevention plan. 





In its March 30, 2001 letter (See correspondence), the Discharger contested the Complaint and claimed their violations were a single operational upset (SOU) caused by a mass biomass slough followed by an extremely high influent solids concentration. After a review of the Discharger’s argument, Regional Board staff did not concur, as summarized in its April 26, 2001 letter (See correspondence).  Recent guidance from the State Water Resources Control Board states that a SOU will consolidate multiple violations in the same day as one violation but not continuing violations in subsequent days.  Under this guidance, the Discharger’s penalty would remain at $9,000. 





As of May 7, 2001, the Discharger has not waived its right to a hearing but is considering the new guidance.  In the event the Discharger waives the right to a hearing and accepts the penalty, a supplement will be provided.











RECOMMEN-


DATIONS:	The Executive Officer will make a recommendation at the hearing.
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