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SUBJECT:

SEWER AUTHORITY MID COASTSIDE, HALF MOON BAY, SAN MATEO COUNTY – Hearing to Consider Mandatory Minimum Penalty for Discharge of Partially Treated Wastewater to Waters of the State 

  DISCUSSION:
Sewer Authority Mid Coastside (SAM) has ten (10) chronic violations from January 2000 through June 2000. These violations are subject to a mandatory penalty under Section 13385 of the California Water Code. The attached Complaint imposes a civil liability of $21,000, which is the mandatory minimum penalty (MMP) for these violations.

In January 2000, SAM exceeded chlorine residual effluent limitations three times. In May 2000 SAM exceeded the total coliform daily maximum effluent limitation once and in May and June 2000, SAM exceeded total coliform 5-sample moving median effluent limitation 6 times. The Staff believes these violations are appropriately addressed by an MMP. 

On March 7, 2001, SAM contested the MMP for the May and June violations, claiming that the total daily maximum coliform and 5-sample moving median coliform exceedences resulted from a single operational upset caused by the actions of a third party. On that date, SAM provided additional data as requested by Regional Board staff, and met with Regional Board staff on March 13, 2001. After reviewing the additional data and meeting with SAM representatives, Regional Board staff did not concur with SAM’s claim that the coliform exceedences resulted from a single operational upset caused by a third party’s actions. As of March 14, 2001, SAM has not waived its right to a hearing.

The complaint is included in Appendix A, additional correspondence by Regional Board staff and SAM are included in Appendix B. 

RECOMMEND-  
No Action Required.
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APPENDICES:
A. 
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Response to Comments
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