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ITEM:			10





SUBJECT:	WORKPLAN FOR BASIN PLAN AMENDMENTS – Update on Water Quality Criteria 


					


CHRONOLOGY: 	April 1998 – Public Notice of Initiation of Triennial Review of the Water Quality 							Control Plan (Basin Plan)





DISCUSSION:	Planning staff has prepared a Workplan for amending the Basin Plan, consisting of a list of proposed amendments and a schedule. The proposed amendments were developed in response to: 





Public comments received in response to the 1998 Triennial Review of the Basin Plan, 


EPA’s May 2000 Letter (Attachment A)


EPA’s promulgation of the California Toxics Rule (May 2000) 


State Board’s adoption of the Policy for Implementation of Toxics Standards in Inland Waters, Enclosed Bays and Estuaries (May 2000), 


Discussions with representatives from all Divisions within the agency. 





The proposed list (Attachment B) reflects a prioritization of agency needs and a consideration of limited staffing resources.   A major priority of this effort is to revise water quality objectives and implementation measures, so they are consistent with the California Toxics Rule and the State Board’s Implementation Policy.  The existing discrepancies decrease the efficiency of permitting, enforcement and clean-up activities.  Staffing limitations preclude our ability to prepare amendments in all Basin Plan areas needing revisions.  





Staff proposes to bring Basin Plan amendments for Regional Board consideration during the winter 2001-2002 (Attachment C).   Prior to this, revised language, a supporting staff report, and CEQA documentation will be prepared and submitted for stakeholder review and comment.  





RECOMMEN-


DATION:		No Action Needed





ATTACHMENTS:	A:  EPA May, 2000 Letter (electronically scanned copy)


	B:  Proposed Basin Plan Amendments and Staffing Costs	


	C:  Schedule of Basin Plan Amendment Activities
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