
 

 

 

SWRCB General Order Disclosure Form (1-18-2013) v1.01 

 
EX PARTE DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS FOR PENDING GENERAL ORDERS  

 
The prohibition against ex parte communications no longer applies to general waste discharge 
requirements (including NPDES permits), general waivers and general Clean Water Act section 
401 water quality certifications.  A “general order” does not name specific dischargers, but 
instead allows eligible dischargers to enroll.  The following information will help the public 
comply with the requirement to meet statutory disclosure requirements.  For more information, 
see Water Code section 13287 and http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/laws_regulations/docs/exparte.pdf. 
 
Must I disclose ex parte communications with board members regarding pending general 
orders?  
You must provide written disclosure if you are in one of these categories: 

• Potential enrollees (including their representatives or employees) 
• Persons with a financial interest (including their representatives or employees).  For a 

definition of “financial interest,” consult the Political Reform Act (Gov. Code, § 87100 et 
seq.) and implementing regulations (Cal. Code of Regs., tit. 2, § 18700 et seq.), or the 
Fair Political Practices Commission website (http://www.fppc.ca.gov/index.php?id=51) 

• Representatives acting on behalf of any formally organized civic, environmental, 
neighborhood, business, labor, trade, or similar association 

 
What must I disclose? 
The attached form lists the information that must be disclosed to document a meeting, 
telephone call or other conversation.  For written communications, a complete copy of the letter 
or email with all attachments is adequate.  

 
When is the disclosure due? 
Water Board staff must receive the disclosure within seven (7) working days after the board 
member receives the communication (generally, the date of a phone call or meeting with a 
board member). 
 
Who must receive my disclosure documents? 
Unless the board member(s) provided you with a different contact person, please send your 
materials to:  commentletters@waterboards.ca.gov 
 
What will the Water Board do with my disclosure? 
The Water Board is required to post the disclosure on its website and to distribute it via any 
electronic distribution list for the proposed order. There is no requirement to distribute the 
disclosure to board members or to prepare responses.  If you want to submit written comments 
or evidence on a proposed general order, you must provide the comments or evidence following 
the procedure and timelines provided in the notice for the board’s proceeding.   
 
May other interested persons respond to a disclosure notice? 
The Water Code does not require that interested persons be allowed to respond to disclosure 
notices.  Any such responses should be included in formal comments submitted during the 
order's written comment period, included in oral comments at the hearing, or both. 



 
STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD 

EX PARTE COMMUNICATIONS REGARDING PENDING GENERAL ORDERS 
DISCLOSURE FORM 

 
Note:  This form is intended to assist the public in providing the disclosure required by law.  It is designed 
to document meetings and phone calls.  Written communications may be disclosed by providing a 
complete copy of the written document, with attachments.  Unless the board member(s) provided you with 
a different contact person, please send your materials to:  commentletters@waterboards.ca.gov 

Use of this form is not mandatory. 
 

1. Pending General Order that the communication concerned: 
 

 
 

2. Name, title and contact information of person completing this form:   
Note: Contact information is not mandatory, but will allow the Water Board to assist you 
if additional information is required.  If your contact information includes your personal 
residence address, personal telephone number or personal email address, please use a 
separate sheet of paper if you do not want that information posted on our website.  
However, this information may be provided to members of the public under the Public 
Records Act. 

 
 

 
3. Date of meeting, phone call or other communication:   

 
Time:   

 
Location:   

 
4. Type of communication (written, oral or both):   

 
5. Names of all participants in the communication, including all board members who 

participated: 
 
 
 

6. Name of person(s) who initiated the communication:   
 
 
 

7. Describe the communication and the content of the communication.  Include a brief list 
or summary of topics discussed at the meeting, any legal or policy positions advocated 
at the meeting, any factual matters discussed, and any other disclosure you believe 
relevant.  The Office of Chief Counsel recommends that any persons requesting an ex 
parte meeting prepare an agenda to make it easier to document the discussion properly. 
Attach additional pages, if necessary. 

 
 

 
 

8. Attach a copy of handouts, PowerPoint presentations and other materials any 
person used or distributed at the meeting.  If you have electronic copies, please 
email them to facilitate web posting. 
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CENTRAL COAST REGION ILRP DATA MANAGEMENT 
June 27, 2017 

 

AGENDA 

1. Introductions of Central Coast Water Board staff (Chris Rose, ILRP Manager, Central Coast Water 
Board) 

2. Introductions: around the table and telephone  

3. Objective of meeting (Chris Rose) 

4. Presentation: “Electronic Reporting Required for Individual Dischargers at Central Coast Water 
Board” (Elaine Sahl) 

5. Presentation: “Total Nitrogen Applied Data Management at the Central Coast Water Board” 
(Arwen Wyatt-Mair) 

6. Discussion (Group) 

7. Wrap-up (Chris Rose) 

 



 
Electronic Reporting  

Required for 
 Individual Dischargers 

 
 
  
 

Central Coast Water Board 
Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program 

Elaine Sahl 
June 27, 2017 

 
 
 



Meeting Objectives 

• Provide update on the implementation of 
electronic reporting 
 

• Provide summary of information received 
from individual dischargers 
 

• Provide summary of coordination with 
Coalitions to implement monitoring 
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Overview 

• PART 1: Background, Priorities, Statistics 
 

• PART 2: Individual Discharger Information 
 

• PART 3: Case Management & Implementation 
 

• PART 4: Outcomes and Benefits 
 

3 



Part 1 

Background 
Priorities 
Statistics 
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Background 
• 2005 – Hardcopy Notice of Intent 

– Quickly inaccurate and out of date 
– Not easily accessible 

 

• 2010 – electronic Notice of Intent 
 

• 2012 – electronic Annual Compliance reporting 
 

• 2017 – Individual dischargers continue to report 
       electronically 
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Data Management Priorities 
• Secure data management system available to 

Water Board and public 
 

• System enables Individual Dischargers to submit, 
review, and update info in a timely manner to 
ensure accuracy 
 

• System enables Water Board to efficiently 
evaluate individual compliance 
 

• System enables Water Board to identify water 
quality priorities 
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Current Individual Reporting 

• Enrollment 
- 4,334 Farms 
- 424,352 Irrigated Acres 

 

• Annual Compliance Report 
- 2,797 Farms 
- 311,214 Irrigated Acres 

 

• Well Monitoring 
- Individual and Coalition 

- 1,396 Domestic & 2,578 Irrigation  
- 584 Domestic 

 
 

7 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Discussion – available to grower, et.al. other people that help growers ask for this information as well  PRAR3-4 staff currently managing all of these sites and information  tools and electronic reporting allow us to efficiently prioritize follow-up and assess compliance



Part 2 

Individual Discharger Information 
Enrollment, Annual Compliance Reporting, Monitoring 
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Individual Discharger Info 
Enrollment 

• Owners and/or operators must enroll by 
submitting an electronic Notice of Intent (eNOI) 
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Individual Discharger Info 
eNOI 

10 

4,334 Farms  424,352 Irrigated Acres 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Farm characteristics (e.g., acreage, crop types, irrigation types, chemical usage) to evaluate tiers



Individual Discharger Info 
Annual Compliance Reporting 

• Owners and/or operators of Tier 2 and Tier 3 
Farms must submit an electronic Annual 
Compliance Form (eACF) 
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Individual Discharger Info 
eACF 
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2,797 Farms  311,214 Irrigated Acres 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Info allows Water Board to assess compliance, risk, and prioritize farms.Characterize  with other information such as the TNA information that Arwen will provide and overview on next,



Individual Discharger Info 
Well Monitoring 
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- ALL domestic wells and 

primary irrigation well 
- Results Uploaded by Lab 

- Consistent (QAQC) 
- Electronic format 

- Public Available Information 
  

 

1,980 Domestic & 2,578 Irrigation  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
113,049 analytes sampled since 2012 Be Prepared: What do we do with all of this information? 



Part 3 

Case Management & Program 
Implementation 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The individual discharger reported information allows the Water Board to quickly determine permit fees, process PRARs, provide billing information to the Surface water CMP



Individual Dischargers 
Case Management 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Using existing functionality that has been used by other programs for almost 20 years.Leveraging existing tools



Well Monitoring 
In Coordination with Coalition/Cooperative 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Red: 	GT 10Orange: 	GT 5, LT 10Yellow: 	LT 5�Green: 	ND



Assessment & Prioritization 

• Individual reporting 
– Enrollment 
– Annual Compliance Reporting 
– Well Monitoring 

• Individual location or proximity 
– Impairment locations / areas 
– Basin / sub-basin areas 
– Regional scale 
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Part 4 

Outcomes and Benefits 
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Outcomes 

• Individual discharger reporting 
• Positive response from regulated community 
• Addresses data management priorities… 

– Secure system available to Water Board and public 
– Enables Individual Dischargers to submit, review, and 

update info in a timely manner to ensure accuracy 
– Enables Water Board to efficiently evaluate individual 

discharger compliance 
– Enables Water Board to identify water quality priorities 
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Benefits 

• Ability to share data quickly 
– SWB , CDFA, CDPH, assistance providers, public, 

interested parties, other agencies 
 

• Ability to use limited resources efficiently 
 

• Ability to address the most serious water 
quality issues  
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Questions 
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Total Nitrogen Applied 
Data Management 

Central Coast Water Board 
Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program 

Arwen Wyatt-Mair 
June 27, 2017 

1 



Overview 

 Background 
 Form features and submittal 
 Data navigation 

 Ranch-level reporting 
 Automated calculations 

 Benefits 
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Background 

3 

Due Date Ranches Reporting Acres Reporting 

Oct 1, 2014 >600 115,000 

Oct 1, 2015 >700 118,000 

Oct 1, 2016 >700 117,000 

Ranches Enrolled Acres Enrolled 

Region 3 4,334 424,352 

Due Date Ranches Predicted Acres Predicted 

Mar 1, 2018 1,700 230,000 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
4 workshops, well attended. Went through form line-by-line.CCGC will also help growers. TAPs have been helping for years.



Form Features 

 Electronic fillable (“live”) PDF form 
 Interactive upgrades made over time 

 Submitted via email 
 Data automatically imported to Excel 
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Total Nitrogen Applied Form 

5 
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After Submittal 

1. Receive form via email 
2. Verify completeness and values 

a. If needed, ask grower to check reported values 

3. Excel macros used for automated tasks 
1. Import 
2. Mass calculations 
3. Analysis 
4. Outputs (graphs, tables, etc.) 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Xx datapoints are stored and manipulated automatically



Compliance Statistics 
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Due Date Ranches Reporting Compliance 

Oct 1, 2014 >600 100% 

Oct 1, 2015 >700 99% 

Oct 1, 2016 >700 98% 

 Estimated time to complete report (after first year) is 
less than 1 hour 

 High level of compliance 
 



Data Navigation 

 Pivot tables, charts, and slicers (filters) 
 View ranch-level data 
 Then sort and filter to identify potential patterns 

across crops, counties, basins, etc. 

 Connect to other submittals 
 eNOI, Annual Compliance Form 
 Groundwater data 
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Min Max Mean Median Records Recs Above % Above 

All 0 626 169 159 733 311 42% 

Mont 47 626 183 183 479 264 55% 

S.Barbara 48 316 132 141 120 32 27% 

SLO 0 291 137 109 42 8 19% 

S.Clara 64 275 140 140 30 5 17% 10 

Does not include N from irrigation water 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Automatically generated – these are screenshots of the automated pivotsCan also look at watersheds/basinWhen look at information visually, rather than summary numbers, can see patterns such as bi-modal distribution
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Min Max Mean Median Records Recs Above % Above 

All 0 626 169 159 733 311 42% 

Mont 47 626 183 183 479 264 55% 

S.Barbara 48 316 132 141 120 32 27% 

SLO 0 291 137 109 42 8 19% 

S.Clara 64 275 140 140 30 5 17% 



Automated Calculations 

 Total nitrogen applied to ranch (fertilizers + water) 
 Comparisons between application and uptake 
 Residual nitrogen 
 Crop-by-crop, ranch-by-ranch, then basin-by-basin 

 Increases ability to prioritize - calculation is more 
representative of the ranch 
 

 

12 



Benefits 

 Positive feedback from regulated community regarding 
form features 
 Built-in calculator decreases time spent reporting 
 

 Data sharing (other agencies, public, technical 
assistance providers) 

 

 Efficient evaluation of compliance and reported values 
 Ability to navigate data and identify patterns 
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Questions 
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	General_Order: Conditional Waiver of WDRs for Discharges From Irrigated Lands (Central Coast Region
	Contact: Christopher Rose, ILRP Manager, Central Coast Water Board
	Date: June 27, 2017
	Time: 9:00 a.m.
	Location: Sacramento, CA
	Type: [1]
	Participants: Steven Moore, Darrin Polhemus, Matthew Cohen, Christopher Rose, Arwen Wyatt-Mair, Elaine Sahl, Breanna St. Pierre, John Robertson, Harvey Packard
	Initiator: John Robertson, Steven Moore
	Summary: Meeting Title-Central Coast Region ILRP Data Management. Central Coast Water Board staff provided two presentations on how grower enrollment and compliance info  for Ag Waiver is provided directly to the Central Coast Water Board by individual growers. 


