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Water Boards and USEPA Launch Unique Effort to
Eliminate Discharges of Plastic “Nurdles”
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947-4270

San Leandro—The San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Water
Board), State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) and USEPA have launched a
first-in-the-nation enforcement effort to eliminate the discharge of pre-production plastic into the
waters of California. The collaborative enforcement effort is being done under the authority of
the State Water Board’s Statewide Industrial Stormwater Permit. The first environmental cleanup
ordered as a result of this joint effort is underway in San Leandro.

A media availability is scheduled at Oyster Bay Regional Shoreline in San Leandro, the site
of the first cleanup resulting from this collaborative enforcement effort. The availability
begins at noon, Friday, October 28, 2011 at the main entrance to the Shoreline at the end of
Neptune Drive. Members of the inspection team and cleanup effort will be available, as well as
SF Bay Regional Water Board Executive Officer Bruce Wolfe and EPA Regional Administrator
Jared Blumenfeld. They can discuss the cleanup now underway and the future of the joint effort.

Pre-production plastic pellets are often called “nurdles”. They are very small and contribute to
the growing problem of plastic debris in inland and coastal waters of California and the U.S.
Nurdles are often discharged into the environment while being unloaded from railcars at plastic
manufacturing facilities, or being handled at those operations. They then wash into storm drains
and out to open water with storm runoff. Spilled nurdles and other small pieces of plastic are
eaten by fish, birds and other marine life. The plastic does not break down quickly, displaces
food in the animals’ stomach, and can lead to starvation.

Oyster Bay Regional Shoreline in San Leandro is the site of the first cleanup ordered because of
the collaborative effort between state and federal environmental agencies. Surprise inspections at
four plastic manufacturers resulted in the discovery of nurdles discharges from those facilities.
Some of those discharges ended up in endangered species habitat at Oyster Bay.

The cleanup area includes habitat for both the endangered California Clapper Rail and Salt
Marsh Harvest Mouse. The contracted cleanup crew will therefore do its work during the lunar
high tide, when the animals will have moved to higher ground and the plastic debris will float to
the surface. The nurdles and other debris will be swept up in large, floating pool skimmers,
collected and hauled away. The work will be carried out under the guidance of a qualified
Biological Monitor.



The Oyster Bay cleanup has been ordered under a Cleanup and Abatement Order issued by the
Regional Water Board. It is being paid for by the four companies responsible for the plastic
discharges.

Similar inspections of plastic manufacturing facilities are being carried out around the Bay Area
and in southern California.

“This collaborative effort is part of a new front in the battle against plastic debris and trash,” said
Bruce Wolfe, Executive Officer of the SF Bay Regional Water Board. “Stormwater runoff is
becoming a large part of our enforcement focus, because it affects

water quality in every part of our region, and the state.”

"Nurdles may sound harmless, but these small plastic pellets can do great damage to waterbodies
like San Francisco Bay," said Jared Blumenfeld, EPA's Regional Administrator for the Pacific
Southwest. "To protect our water resources, EPA is partnering with the State to require
manufacturers to take steps to prevent pellet spills.”

“One of the key tenets of the storm water program is to do as much prevention work as possible,
since it is always much easier and cost effective to prevent the release of pollutants than to try
and clean up after they have been discharged,"” said Greg Gearheart, head of the State Water
Board’s Stormwater Program. "This case has definitely validated that principle -but it also shows
that we have the ability and resources to dedicate to important clean up efforts like the one here
in San Leandro's Oyster Bay.”

A video “back story” on the inspection and cleanup effort can be viewed at:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/stormwater/

Downloadable raw video and sound from the clean up is available at:
http://www.waterboards.ca.qgov/press_room/video01/

The Cleanup and Abatement Order is available at:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/board _decisions/adopted orders/2011/R2-2011-
0033.pdf

PLEASE NOTE: The Oyster Bay cleanup is taking place in the habitat of several
endangered species. Their habitat is fragile and these creatures will be on the move because
of both the high tide and presence of the cleanup crew.

It is essential that reporters and video crews stay on the paved trail to leave these animals
as undisturbed as possible. The paved trail is adjacent to and above the cleanup area and
will provide a good view of the activity.
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