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PREFACE

On July 7, 1987 the State Water Resources Control Board (State Board), pursuant to commitments in its 1978 Water Right Decision 1485 (D-1485) and Water Quality Control Plan (Delta Plan) for the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta and Suisun Marsh, opened a public proceeding to receive evidence on beneficial uses and water quality issues for the San Francisco Bay and Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Estuary (Estuary).  Differing procedurally from that held for    D-1485, the current proceedings will be conducted in four separate phases:  Phase I (Draft Document Development), the Water Quality Phase, the Scoping Phase and the Water Right Phase.  Completing the Phase I, a Draft Pollutant Policy Document (PPD) and a separate Draft Water Quality Control Plan (Plan) were distributed for review in November, 1988.

As a result of comments received on the PPD and efforts to coordinate it with other water quality documents being developed by the State Board, the PPD has been revised and given a separate hearing which was noticed in October 1989.    After informational hearings in Sacramento and the Bay area in December 1989, the State Board directed staff on PPD revisions.  After receiving further comments, the State Board revised and adopted the PPD on June 21, 1990.  (Minor typographical errors and oversights have also been corrected after its adoption.  (Water Code Section 1359; Resolution 90-16)).

Regional Boards 2 and 5 will use the PPD as a guide in updating portions of their Basin Plans.  Each Regional Board will then send its amended Basin Plan to the State Board for approval.  The PPD will establish state policy for water quality control under Water Code Sections 13140-13147 to be used by the San Francisco Bay and the Central Valley Regional Boards.

