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To reconcile conflicts between existing regional and statewide point source discharge
permits and the Basin Plan for the North Coast Region, this rulemaking action amends
the Basin Plan. Specifically, the rulemaking adds a new Low Threat Action Plan which
allows for certain point source discharges if they are planned, short term, from definable
projects, and controlled to eliminate or reduce pollutants and minimze volume and
discharge rates through Best Management Practices. The Plan will also allow
exceptions, as specified, to the 1 % of flow rule. In addition, the rulemaking makes
revisions to the existing Action Plan for Storm Water Discharges so as to specify criteria
for the exemption storm water and certain low-threat non-storm water flows from
permitted storm water collection systems and will include criteria for exempting these
discharges from basin plan point source prohibitions. Best Management Practices will
be required to eliminate or reduce pollutants in storm and non-storm flows and to
minimize volume and discharge of non-storm flows. Exception criteria would only apply
to point source discharges that are of low threat and that are otherwise covered under
Waste Discharge Requirements or National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
permits.

OAL approves this regulatory action pursuant to section 11353 of the Government
Code.

Date: 5/12/2011 ~~~
Dale P. Mentink
Senior Staff Counsel
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Assistant Chief Counsell
Acting Director
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CONCISE SUMMARY OF REGULATORY PROVISIONS

TITLE 23. Waters
Division 4. Regional Water Quality Control Boards
Chapter 1. Water Quality Control Plans, Policies, and Guidelines
Article 1. North Coast Region

§ 3909.1 Low Threat Action Plan and Revised Storm Water Action Plan

On July 23, 2009, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board adopted Regional
Board Resolution No. R 1 2009-004 amending, the Water Qualiy Control Plan for the North
Coast Region (Basin Plan). The amendment revised the Basin Plan by incorporating a "Low
Threat Action Plan" and a revision of the "Storm Water Action Plan." These Action Plans will
be incorporated into Chapter 4, "Strategic Planning and Implementation," of the Basin Plan.
On March 15, 2011, the State Water Resources Control Board approved this amendment
under Resolution No. 2011-0012.

The amendment includes a new "Action Plan for Low Threat Discharges" (Low Threat Action
Plan), which will apply to certain point source categories of planned, short-term discharges
from definable projects where the discharge is controlled to eliminate or reduce pollutants and
minimize discharge volume and discharge rates through the implementation of best
management practices (BMPs). The Low Threat Action Plan would also allow for exceptions
to the one-percent prohibition for low threat discharges. The Low Threat Action Plan provides
the framework for permitting these low threat discharges and granting exceptions to the point
source prohibitions.

The amendment also includes revisions to the existing Action Plan for Storm Water Discharges
(Storm Water Action Plan). The revisions to the Storm Water Action Plan apply to discharges
of storm water and certain categories of low threat non-storm water flows that are incidental to
urban activities from regulated storm water collection systems. The Storm Water Action Plan
identifies the conditions that must be met in order to prevent or preclude these discharges from
being subject to the point source and one-percent prohibitions.


