
 
 
 

 
 
 

May 5, 2016 
 
 
 

Public Notice for Water Quality Certification and/or Waste 
Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) 

 
North Coast Regional Land Trust 

Wood Creek Aquatic Habitat Enhancement Project, Phase II 
40.784, -124.0931  

ECM PIN CW-823053, WDID No. 1B16213WNHU  
 

Humboldt County 
 
On March 11, 2016, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Water 
Board) received an application from the North Coast Regional Land Trust (Applicant), 
requesting Federal Clean Water Act, section 401, Water Quality Certification (certification) 
for activities related to the proposed Wood Creek Aquatic Enhancement Project, Phase II 
(Project). 
 
Project Description 
The Project purpose is to restore salmonid rearing habitat in Humboldt Bay, including 
Southern Oregon/Northern California Coast coho, Chinook salmon, and steelhead trout.  
The Project area is located within an approximately 21-acre area north of and adjacent to 
Wood Creek, and directly to the north of Myrtle Avenue, at the northern terminus of Felt 
Road.  Wood Creek enters Freshwater Creek approximately 0.2 miles downgradient of the 
Project area. 
 
The Regional Water Board issued Clean Water Act section 401 water quality certification 
for the related Wood Creek Tidal Marsh Enhancement Project on September 9, 2008.  This 
Project proposes to continue restoration actions to the east of and directly upstream from 
the Phase I activities.  Proposed restoration activities include: 

• Excavating approximately 8,200 cubic yards from the existing cattail marsh and 
wetland pasture to create approximately 3.54 acres of channel, pool, and 
wetland habitat features that would hydraulically connect to the existing Wood 
Creek channel; 

• Creation of approximately 1.87 acres of topographically diverse planting 
hummocks and interconnected, shallow, seasonally-flooded wetlands, to serve as 
habitat for shorebirds, migratory birds, and native plant and animal species.  
Approximately 1,800 cubic yards of material generated during excavation would 
be used for this activity.  The remainder of the excavated material would be 
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transported to the Phase I project area to restore salt marsh habitat that had 
been incidentally converted to salt panne as a result of Phase I implementation; 

• Placement of six logs, eighteen logs with rootwad, thirteen base logs in jam 
structures, three whole trees with intact crowns, and four low-head wood 
structures in excavated slough channels to provide habitat complexity; and 

• Construction of temporary vehicle access routes and a staging area to 
accommodate construction operations, as well as de-compaction of these areas 
upon completion, as appropriate. 

 
Vegetation would be monitored intermittently over a five year period and fisheries and 
water quality monitoring would occur over a two year period. 
 
Construction Timing 
The Project is expected to be completed in two construction seasons, between July 1, 2016, 
and October 31, 2016, and between September 15, 2017, and October 15, 2017. 
 
Impacts 
Approximately 15 acres of jurisdictional wetlands would be disturbed as a result of Project 
implementation due to: excavation of material to create slough channels, pools, and 
wetland habitat; use of excavated material to create planting hummocks and island habitat; 
equipment staging and operation; placement of earth and log sills in channels; and 
placement of large woody debris for aquatic habitat. 
 
Avoidance and Minimization for Aquatic Species 
Construction would occur only between July 1 and October 31.  Areas identified as wet or 
soft soils would be covered with load-distributive mats or geotextile and gravel as 
appropriate to minimize wetland compaction.  An existing, partially continuous berm 
between the active construction area and Wood Creek would be made temporarily 
continuous to prevent potential sediment discharges. 
 
Mitigation for Project Impacts 
Mitigation is not proposed for this Project because the primary Project purpose is 
restoration. 
 
Other Agency Permits 
The Applicant has applied to the United States Army Corps of Engineers for Nationwide 
Permit No. 27, Aquatic Habitat Restoration, pursuant to section 404 of the Clean Water Act.  
The applicant has submitted an Intra-Service Section 7 Biological Evaluation to the United 
States (U.S.) Fish and Wildlife Service to address potential impacts to tidewater goby 
critical habitat.  The Applicant has applied filed for inclusion in the U.S. National Marine 
Fisheries Service Restoration Center Arcata Office Programmatic Biological Opinion.  The 
Applicant has also applied for a Coastal Development Permit from the California Coastal 
Commission and a 1600 Streambed Alteration Agreement from the California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife. 
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CEQA 
As lead agency, the County of Humboldt certified a Mitigated Negative Declaration (SCH No. 
2008082028), pursuant to the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA).  An addendum to the Mitigated Negative Declaration was prepared December 18, 
2014, to address Project elements associated with Phase II operations. 
 
Public Comments  
Regional Water Board staff are proposing to regulate this Project pursuant to Section 401 
of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act 
authority.  In addition, staff will consider all phone calls and comments submitted in 
writing and received within a 21-day comment period that begins on the first date of 
issuance of this notice and ends at 5:00 p.m. on the last day of the comment period.  If you 
have any questions or comments, please contact staff member Brendan Thompson at (707) 
576-2699 or Brendan.Thompson@waterboards.ca.gov within 21 days of the posting of this 
notice. 
 
The information contained in this public notice is only a summary of the Applicant’s 
proposed activities.  The Regional Water Board’s Project file includes the application for 
certification and additional details of the proposed Project, including maps and design 
drawings.  Project documents and any comments received are on file and may be reviewed 
or copied at the Regional Water Board office, 5550 Skylane Boulevard, Suite A, Santa Rosa, 
California.  Appointments are recommended for document review.  Appointments can be 
made by calling (707) 576-2220. 
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