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Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) 

 
Mazzera Grape Creek Flow Restoration and  

Off-Stream Water Storage Project  
WDID No. 1B12133WNSO 

 
Sonoma County 

 
On July 16, 2012, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional 
Water Board) received an application from Ms. Kara Heckert of Sotoyome Resource 
Conservation District, on behalf of Mr. John Mazzera (Applicant), requesting Federal 
Clean Water Act, section 401, Water Quality Certification (certification) and/or Waste 
Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) for activities associated with 
construction of an off-stream water storage reservoir, and restoration of an area of 
stream previously used as a seasonally ponded area.  Project is located on Grape 
Creek, tributary to Dry Creek, 6460 Wine Creek Road, Healdsburg, latitude 
38.656567°N, and longitude 122.960019°W, in Sonoma County.  The proposed project 
will cause permanent impacts to 0.07 acres of seasonal wetlands, and temporary 
impacts to 0.009 acres of wetlands, Warm Springs Hydrologic Subarea No. 114.24, 
Russian River Hydrologic Area 114.00.  
 
The goal of this project is to increase the amount of instream flow during critical dry 
periods, while providing a reliable water source to meet existing vineyard water needs 
through the construction of an off-stream water storage pond, approximately 1.3 acre 
feet in size.  This pond will replace the use of a flashboard dam that the landowner has 
been using the past 50 years with direct stream diversion for frost protection during the 
spring and for irrigation during the summer.  The flash boards were used from early 
March until late September.  When the reservoir was drawn down, no bypass flow 
occurred until the reservoir refilled to the top flashboard.  The project will aid in restoring 
salmonid habitat by reducing the amount of water withdrawn from Grape Creek during 
the frost season and critical low-flow periods, while providing adequate water for uses 
such as irrigation and frost protection.  Downstream areas of Grape Creek contain high-
quality spawning and rearing habitat for Coho salmon and Steelhead trout, much of 
which has been enhanced through cooperative fisheries restoration efforts.  Sharp 
declines in flow during frost protection events and more sustained low-flows during the 
dry season can have deleterious impacts on salmonids using this otherwise high-quality 
habitat.  This project will alleviate flow declines due to frost protection, and would 
partially alleviate low-flow conditions during the dry season.  The off-stream water 
storage pond, that will be used as a non-potable water supply for vineyard irrigation and 
frost protection, does not represent any new or increased use of water on the property, 
but rather an alternative source of water to replace the flashboard dam and direct 
diversion that are currently being used.  The pond will be filled with water from rainfall 
and a well far from the stream.  The pond will be constructed using soil from on-site, 
and will be lined using a polyethylene liner.  The pond embankments will be stabilized 
using engineered geotechnical methods, as well as native plants that will enhance the 
riparian corridor.  The flash board dam will not be used again. 
 



 
Compensatory mitigation includes erosion control and vegetation enhancement 
measures, including revegetation of areas disturbed by replanting with native vegetation 
where appropriate or seeded with native grasses.  Approximately, 0.19 acres of new 
riparian plants will be installed and maintained and monitored for at least five years or 
until survival of 85% of vegetation is established.  The project is designed to improve 
habitat within the stream and remove the on-stream impoundment. 

The Sotoyome Resource Conservation District, as lead California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) agency, had determined that the project qualifies for a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration (SCH#2012062079), and has recorded it with the County of Sonoma on 
August 23, 2012, pursuant to CEQA guidelines. 
 
The Applicant has received a Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement from the 
California Department of Fish and Game.  The Applicant has received a Clean Water 
Act Section 404 Nationwide Permit 40-Agricultural Activities from US Army Corps of 
Engineers (File Number 2011-00301N) on August 27, 2012. 
 
Project is scheduled to start during the dry season of 2012.  In-stream work should be 
completed by October 15, or by date determined by resource agencies. 
 
Regional Water Board staff are proposing to regulate this project pursuant to Section 
401 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control 
Act authority.  In addition, staff will consider all comments submitted in writing and 
received at this office by mail during a 21-day comment period that begins on the first 
date of issuance of this letter and ends at 5:00 p.m. on the last day of the comment 
period.  If you have any questions, please contact staff member Stephen Bargsten at 
(707) 576-2653 within 21 days of the posting of this notice.  The Section 401 Water 
Quality Certification is being issued concurrently with this Public Notice. 
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