
April 12, 2011 
 

Public Notice for Water Quality Certification and/or Waste 
Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) 

 
California Redwood Company – Chip Export Facility 

WDID No. 1B11012WNHU 
Humboldt County 

 
On January 25, 2011, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional 
Water Board) received an application from the California Redwoods Company 
(applicant), requesting Federal Clean Water Act, section 401, Water Quality Certification 
(certification) for activities related to rehabilitation and repair of their existing dock 
structure on Humboldt Bay.  The proposed project will cause disturbances to waters of 
the United States associated with Humboldt Bay in the Eureka Plain Hydrologic Unit No. 
110.00. 
 
The proposed project is located on the west side of Humboldt Bay in Samoa.  The 
proposed project consists of repairs to the existing dock structure, tower, and utilities.  
Equipment on the dock will be repaired or replaced.  No new structures or additional 
equipment is proposed.   
 
Rehabilitation of the dock structure includes: repairs to water (fire suppression and 
potable water), electrical, and communications services; repair and/or replacement of 
barriers on the timber dolphin structure; repair and/or replacement of decking on the 
dolphin structure; and, replacement of the piling bracing and struts.   
 
Replacement of the piling bracing includes installation of forty-four sets of steel bracing 
on steel piles, reinforcement of steel piles with rebar, and repairs to a damaged pile on 
the access dock.  Repairs to the damaged pile consist of placing a bracket on the pile 
above the water line and on top of piles adjacent to the pile in need of repair.  A truss 
will be built by placing angle iron from the various brackets to strengthen the existing 
pile.  The proposed project will not result in any new permanent impacts to waters of the 
United States.  All of the proposed activities are located above the waterline.   
 
The applicant has applied for authorization from the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers to perform the project under Nationwide Permit No. 3, pursuant to Clean 
Water Act, section 404.  A Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement (1600 Permit) from 
the California Department of Fish and Game is not required for this project.  Regional 
Water Board staff have determined that this project is categorically exempt from CEQA 
review (Class 2, Section 15302 – Replacement or Reconstruction) and anticipate filing a 
Notice of Exemption for this project. 
 
Regional Water Board staff are proposing to regulate this project pursuant to Section 
401 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control 
Act authority.  In addition, staff will consider all comments submitted in writing and 
received at this office by mail during a 21-day comment period that begins on the first 
date of issuance of this letter and ends at 5:00 p.m. on the last day of the comment 
period.  If you have any questions, please contact staff member Dean Prat at (707) 576-
2801 within 21 days of the posting of this notice. 
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