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On October 21, 2010, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional 
Water Board) received an application from the California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans), requesting Federal Clean Water Act (CWA), section 401, Water Quality 
Certification for activities related to the proposed State Route 1, Storm Damage Repair 
Project (Warren Creek Culvert), PM 40.13 (project).  The proposed project will cause 
disturbances to waters of the United States (U.S.) and waters of the State associated 
with Warren Creek and adjacent wetlands within the Mendocino Coast Hydrologic Unit 
(HU) No.113.00 and Gualala Hydrologic Sub-Area 113.85. 
 
The proposed project is located on State Route 1 at post mile (PM) 40.13, in Sonoma 
County.  The purpose of the proposed project is to replace the existing 36 inch diameter 
CMP (Corrugated Metal Pipe) with a 54 inch diameter CMP with polymeric sheet 
coating.  The flow-line or bottom of the culvert is approximately 15 feet from the road 
surface.  Rock Slope Protection will be constructed at the outlet of the culvert to 
stabilize and minimize erosion.  Several rainstorms and an invert failure of the existing 
culvert led to excessive saturation of the embankment slope which caused a 30-foot 
long by 20-foot wide slip-out to occur.   
 
The first stage of construction will keep the northbound lane open to one-way traffic with 
signalized traffic control while the lower half of the culvert under the southbound lane is 
being replaced.  The second stage construction will move the one-way traffic to the 
southbound lane with signalized traffic control while the other half of the culvert under 
the northbound lane is replaced.  This method will require additional paving along the 
outside edge of the northbound lane to provide adequate travel lane width for truck 
traffic.  Caltrans anticipates construction equipment will be parked on the roadway 
behind temporary K-rails during both phases of construction.   
 
The proposed project will result in temporary and permanent impacts to waters of the 
U.S and waters of the State.  Temporary impacts to jurisdictional waters will be 0.11 
acres (148 linear feet), including 0.05 acres of wetlands adjacent to the creek.   Caltrans 
has determined that the total permanent impacts to jurisdictional waters of the U.S.  
(creek and adjacent wetlands) will be 0.01 acres, which includes 0.005 acres of 
wetlands and a total of 0.004 acres (38 linear feet).  Permanent impacts to 0.005 acres 
of wetland due the culvert installation will reduce the function of the permanently 
impacted portion of wetland area; however, this reduction will not change the function of 
the remaining seasonal wetland area because the hydrology for the wetland area will 
not be changed as a result of the project.   
 
As mitigation to compensate for impacts associated with this project, Caltrans proposes 
both an off-site restoration project and on-site revegetation following construction.  The 
off-site mitigation plan includes restoring a California State Park coastal wetland located 
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in Fort Ross State Park (off of Highway 1, approximately located at post mile 33) in 
Sonoma County.  The restoration project will include purchasing and installing 
exclusionary fencing around a natural spring and sag pond area; purchasing two water 
troughs; installing metal piping to feed the troughs; and subsidizing salary for State Park 
staff to manage and implement the project.  Restoration would also include hydrophytic 
plantings of willow around the sag pond to promote re-growth of wetland vegetation. 
Caltrans staff would be responsible for monitoring and reporting the status of the project 
to agencies.  The restoration footprint around the sag pond totals 0.36 acres. 
 
The entire project would take place during the dry season (May 15 to October 15).  
Project construction is tentatively anticipated to begin in July 2011 and is scheduled to 
be completed by October 2011.  If surface water is encountered, a clear-water diversion 
will be set up to divert clean water around the construction.  Caltrans contractor will be 
required to prepare a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) that will include 
Best Management Practices (BMPs) for construction and post construction phases of 
the project.  All disturbed areas will be kept to the minimum necessary to complete the 
highway repairs.  Caltrans will utilize BMPs to provide erosion and sediment control and 
pollution prevention throughout the project area during construction.  All graded areas 
within the project affected by the construction activities will be appropriately stabilized 
and BMPs will be implemented to ensure erosion is minimized and controlled. 
 
Caltrans has applied for authorization from the Unites States Army Corps of Engineers 
to perform the project under their Nationwide Permits No. 3a Non-Reporting 
(maintenance projects) pursuant to Clean Water Act, section 404.  Caltrans has also 
applied for a California Department of Fish and Game 1600 Streambed Alteration 
Agreement.  Caltrans has determined that this project is Categorically Exempt from 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA - class 2 categorical exemption).  In 
addition, Regional Water Board staff also determined that this project is categorically 
exempt from CEQA and anticipates filing a notice of exemption   
 
Regional Water Board staff are proposing to regulate this project pursuant to Section 
401 of the CWA (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act 
authority.  In addition, staff will consider comments submitted in writing and received 
within a 21-day comment period that begins on the first date of issuance of this letter 
and ends at 5:00 p.m. on the last day of the comment period.  If you have any questions 
or comments, please contact staff member Jeremiah Puget at (707) 576-2835 or 
jpuget@waterboards.ca.gov within 21 days of the posting of this notice. 
 
The information contained in this public notice is only a summary of the applicant’s 
proposed road construction activities.  The application for Water Quality Certification in 
the Regional Water Board’s file contains additional details about the proposed project 
including maps and design drawings.  The related documents and comments received 
are on file and may be reviewed or copied at the Regional Water Board office, 5550 
Skylane Boulevard, Suite A, Santa Rosa, California.  Appointments are recommended 
for document review.  Appointments can be made by calling (707) 576-2220. 
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