
  
  

 
 

April 29, 2010 
 

Public Notice for Water Quality Certification and/or Waste 
Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) 

 
Sonoma County PRMD, Russian River Summer Crossings 

Asti - Washington School Road, and 
Guerneville - Vacation Beach Road 

WDID No. 1B10033WNSO 
 

Sonoma County 
 
On April 8, 2010, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional 
Water Board) received an application from Mr. Richard Stabler, of Sonoma County 
Permit and Resource Management Department (Applicant), requesting Federal Clean 
Water Act, section 401, Water Quality Certification (certification) and/or Waste 
Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) for activities associated with annual 
summer crossing installation, maintenance and demobilization of the annual summer 
crossings (Project).  This is a continuation of the same activities that have previously 
received certifications.  Project is for two summer crossings located along the Russian 
River, the upstream crossing on Washington School Road near Asti, latitude 
38.764554°N, and longitude 122.968013°W; and the downstream crossing located on 
Vacation Beach Road near Guerneville, latitude 38.48313°N, and longitude 
123.011035°W, both in Sonoma County.  The proposed project will cause temporary 
impacts to approximately 3.5 acres, of streamcourse of the Russian River, Geyserville 
Hydrologic Subarea No. 114.25, and Guerneville Hydrologic Subarea No. 114.11, 
Russian River Hydrologic Area 114.00.  
 
The purpose of the project is to continue the annual installation of the two summer 
crossings, to provide vehicular access across the river for emergency services, local 
resident, recreational users and tourists during the summer months.  
 
Activities associated with the annual summer bridge installations include: 
 

 Asti – Washington School Road crossing:  One or two temporary bridge spans 
may be installed depending on the configuration of the river channel.  If the river 
is flowing in the eastern portion of the channel, a gravel roadway will be built from 
the west side of the river until it meets with the 60-foot long, two-span temporary 
bridge.  If the river is flowing in the western portion of the channel, a 100-foot 
Bailey bridge will be used to span the active channel, and the gravel crossing will 
be built from the eastern bank. It is possible that both of these temporary bridges 
need to be used.  The Asti crossing will be built by collecting gravel from the 
downstream nearby gravel bar(s) to form the roadway.  Gravel is only skimmed 
from dry gravel bars and care is taken to leave a smooth surface sloping toward 
the river.  Imported gravel will not be used.  The on-site gravel is high quality with 
minimal amounts of sediment; however, it is also screened until free of fine 
sediment.  Only clean screened gravel and cobbles, above ¼ inch diameter, are 
used at the base of the road and areas contacting the flowing channel.  The 
clean screened gravel may need to be extended into the flowing channel to 
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connect with the first pier of the bridge, this area ranging from approximately 15 
to 70 feet in width.  Gravel containing fines for compactable road base, is pushed 
from stockpiles (from previous year) on Washington School road, and only 
applied to the top layer of the roadway.  Maximum total gravel road length is 
approximately 510 feet long. When the crossing is removed, the bridge decks are 
taken off the piers and stored at the end of River road.  The gravel road is 
skimmed and pushed with a large bulldozer to the water level.  Gravel is 
smoothed to similar contours of the adjacent gravel bar.  Some of the on-site 
gravel, including the compactable road surface containing fines is scraped, 
stockpiled above river flow on Washington School Road, and protected from 
erosion, for use the next year.  The gravel that was placed in flowing water and is 
still inundated remains in flowing water to be dispersed with the increased flows 
of winter.  Techniques to protect fish and other aquatic creatures during 
installation and removal are employed and are conditioned by California 
Department of Fish and Game and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and NOAA 
Fisheries.  This crossing may be installed no earlier than May 15 of each year 
and may remain installed until November 15 which is typically the official closure 
of the fire season by Cal Fire. 

 
 Guerneville – Vacation Beach Road crossing:  The Guerneville – Vacation Beach 

Road crossing consists of a 60 foot long temporary bridge spanning the deep 
water channel on the north side of the river and connects to the south side of the 
river at Vacation Beach Avenue.  A gravel bar consistently forms on the south 
side of the river that extends approximately half the channel width.  Clean, river-
run gravel will be imported to construct the base of the road, and on-site and 
stockpiled material is used on top of the imported material to build a road across 
the river channel to meet up with the bridge pier. The approximate length of the 
roadway is approximately 230 feet.  Removal of the Guerneville – Vacation 
Beach Road crossing follows the same method as the Asti crossing.  On-site 
material is stockpiled, and protected from erosion, on the south approach road 
and the bridge decks are stored on the north side of the crossing.  This crossing 
allows access to the adjacent, upstream, summer dam, as well as allowing 
immediate access across the river for vehicles.  This crossing may be installed 
no earlier than June 15 of each year and may remain installed until October 15. 

 
Non-compensatory mitigation and erosion control measures include relocating of some 
of the gravel road material to adjacent on-site storage locations above the flow of the 
river, stabilization, seeding, and/or covering the stockpiles to minimize erosion, 
sediment input, and turbidity during the winter and spring months.  Clean screened (Asti 
crossing) and/or clean washed river run gravel (Vacation Beach crossing) shall be used 
for the base of the crossings.  Turbidity monitoring is required during installation and 
removal, as well as subsequent annual reporting. 
 
Sonoma County, as lead California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) agency, filed a 
Notice of Determination, for a Mitigated Negative Declaration, State clearinghouse 
Number 1994033009, on February 25, 2003, pursuant to CEQA guidelines. 
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The Applicant has received a California Department of Fish and Game Lake and 
Streambed Alteration Agreement Extension, Notification Number: 1600-2009-0109-3, 
issued on June 12, 2009, and expiring December 31, 2013. 
 
The Applicant has received a US Army Corps of Engineers Clean Water Act Section 
404 Individual Permit for each project.  For the Asti Crossing, Permit No. 27252N; for 
the Guerneville – Vacation Beach Road Crossing, Permit No. 273010N, both issued on 
June 24, 2009, and expiring on December 31, 2019.   
 
Regional Water Board staff are proposing to regulate this project pursuant to Section 
401 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control 
Act authority.  In addition, staff will consider all comments submitted in writing and 
received at this office by mail during a 21-day comment period that begins on the first 
date of issuance of this letter and ends at 5:00 p.m. on the last day of the comment 
period.  If you have any questions, please contact staff member Stephen Bargsten at 
(707) 576-2653 within 21 days of the posting of this notice.  
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