
September 2, 2009 
 

Public Notice for Water Quality Certification and/or Waste 
Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) 

 
J Wine Company Sediment Removal Project 

WDID No. 1B09069WNSO 
 

Sonoma County 
 
On June 3, 2009, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional 
Water Board) received an application from Mr. Tom Atterbury of Atterbury and 
Associates on behalf of Mr. Dana Diluvio (Applicant), requesting Federal Clean Water 
Act, section 401, Water Quality Certification (certification)/or Waste Discharge 
Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) for activities associated with a sediment removal 
project in an unnamed tributary to the Russian River. The project involves removal of 
sediment and invasive species, and planting of native vegetation along approximately 
300 linear feet of an unnamed ephemeral stream, located at 11447 Old Redwood 
Highway, in the City of Healdsburg, latitude 38.573337°N, longitude 122.842863°W, 
Sonoma County. The proposed project will cause permanent impacts to approximately 
0.22 acres of waters of the State associated with an unnamed stream in the Guerneville 
Hydrologic Subarea No. 114.11, Russian River Hydrologic Area 114.00. 
 
The purpose of the proposed project is to remove sediment and cattail growth in and 
around an abrupt bend in the stream.  The hydraulic and flood conveyance capacity of 
the channel has been decreased due to sediment accumulation and the growth of 
in-channel vegetation.  The area of work is within the developed area of the winery 
property.  The project will increase channel capacity and eliminate a potential cause of 
flooding.   
 
The Applicant proposes to temporarily dewater approximately 300 linear feet of the 
creek and a small pond at the work site, which is currently filled with pumped 
groundwater.  The removed water will be distributed in the upland vineyards, in such a 
way as to prevent runoff to any streams, wetlands, or other waters of the State.  
Approximately 300 cubic yards of sediment will be removed from the stream bed to 
improve flows during storm events and prevent potential flooding of the winery facilities.  
The sediment will then be spread in the upland vineyards on site.  Cattails will be 
removed from the creek and pond, and the area will be replanted with water lilies and 
native aquatic vegetation.  A 100 foot setback from the creek will be maintained and no 
sediment will be distributed in this area. 
 
Compensatory mitigation will consist of removal of invasive species, such as cattails, 
and planting of native vegetation in and around the repair area, including American 
dogwood, western spicebrush, elderberry, snowberry, hazelnut plants and lilypads.   
 
All plantings shall be irrigated and managed for a minimum of 5 consecutive years 
immediately following planting.  Planted vegetation shall have at least an 85% survival 
rate of thriving planted species at the end of five years.  Annual reports shall be 
submitted to the Regional Water Board for five years, and shall include photos of the 
revegetated areas, and include survival rates and a narrative summary of the status of 
the revegetation effort.   
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At a minimum, the following construction Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be 
incorporated into the final project plans as appropriate in order to reduce and control soil 
erosion: work in and around waterways will be conducted during the dry season; 
installation of construction barrier fencing to preclude equipment entry into sensitive 
areas; installation of silt fencing or fiber rolls to prevent sediment loss from immediate 
work area; and seeding and mulching.  All erosion control measures will be installed 
and in place by October 15 and maintained thereafter by the contractor.  Additionally, all 
required BMPs shall be on-site and ready for timely deployment before the start of 
construction activities. 
 
The County of Sonoma Permit and Resource Management Department, as lead 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) agency, has determined this project to 
qualify for a Categorical Exemption under Section 15301 (i), Existing Facilities, pursuant 
to CEQA guidelines. 
 
The Applicant has applied to the California Department of Fish and Game on March 17, 
2009, for a Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement (File No. 1600-2009-0048-3). 
 
The Applicant has applied to the United States Army Corps of Engineers for a Section 
404 Nationwide Permit, but they have determined this project to be outside of their 
jurisdiction. 
 
Regional Water Board staff are proposing to regulate this project pursuant to Section 
401 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control 
Act authority.  In addition, staff will consider all comments submitted in writing and 
received at this office by mail during a 21-day comment period that begins on the first 
date of issuance of this letter and ends at 5:00 p.m. on the last day of the comment 
period.  If you have any questions, please contact staff member Stephen Bargsten at 
(707) 576-2653 within 21 days of the posting of this notice.  
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