
March 17, 2009 
 

Public Notice for Water Quality Certification and/or Waste 
Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) 

 
United States Department of Interior, National Park Service and Federal Highway 

Administration - Alder Camp Road Rehabilitation Project 
WDID No. 1A04149WNDN 

 
Del Norte County 

 
On November 1, 2004, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional 
Water Board) received an application from the United States Department of 
Transportation, Federal Highway Administration (Applicant), requesting Federal Clean 
Water Act, section 401, Water Quality Certification (certification) for roadway and 
drainage system improvement activities on Alder Camp Road in Del Norte County.  The 
Regional Water Board provided public notice (attached) of that application on December 
16, 2004.  We did not receive any public comments and certification was issued on 
January 18, 2005.  Due to a lack of funding the Applicant was not able to implement the 
project before the certification expired. 
 
On February 23, 2009, the applicant submitted a request for renewal of the expired 
certification.  Due to the economic recovery legislation recently passed by Congress, 
the Applicant believes that funding can be secured for the project and they are planning 
to start the project in May 2009.  No changes will be made to the original project design 
or construction details.  Therefore, the project description and information contained in 
the attached public notice are still applicable. 
 
Regional Water Board staff are proposing to regulate this project pursuant to Section 
401 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control 
Act authority.  In addition, staff will consider all comments submitted in writing and 
received at this office by mail during a 21-day comment period that begins on the first 
date of issuance of this letter and ends at 5:00 p.m. on the last day of the comment 
period.  If you have any questions, please contact staff member Dean Prat at (707) 576-
2801 within 21 days of the posting of this notice. 
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December 16, 2004                       Attachment   
 

Public Notice for Water Quality Certification  
and/or Waste Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects)  

 
United States Department of Interior, National Park Service and Federal Highway 

Administration - Alder Camp Road Rehabilitation Project 
(WDID No. 1A04149WNDN) 

 
Del Norte County 

 
On November 1, 2004, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Water 
Board) received an application from Mr. Ryan Tyler on behalf of the United States Department 
of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration (hereinafter applicant), requesting a Water 
Quality Certification and/or Waste Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) to make 
roadway and drainage system improvements to Alder Camp Road in Del Norte County.  The 
proposed project will cause disturbances to waters of the United States associated with unnamed 
tributaries to Richardson Creek in the Klamath Glenn Hydrologic Subarea No. 105.11.  
 
The Federal Highway Administration, in cooperation with the National Park Service, is 
proposing a project to rehabilitate the entire length (approximately two miles) of Alder Camp 
Road in Redwood National and State Parks from Coastal Drive to Klamath Beach Road.  The 
eastern portion of the roadway is within the Hoopa Indian Reservation and that portion of the 
project is not within State’s jurisdiction.  A Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality 
Certification (Water Quality Certification) issued by the Regional Water Board would only be 
applicable to the western portion of the project that is within the Redwood National and State 
Park boundary.  The proposed project involves removing the existing asphalt road surface, 
installing one new culvert, replacing, rehabilitating, and extending existing drainage structures, 
repairing roadbed fill failures, and repaving the surface.  Impacts to waters of the United States 
are associated with drainage structure improvements at twenty-eight drainage crossings along the 
entire roadway.  Impacts to waters of the United States within the State’s jurisdiction are 
associated with drainage structure improvements at twelve drainage crossings that are identified 
in the Environmental Assessment as locations 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20A, 20B, 21A, 21B, 21C, 
and 22.  The following project descriptions and their associated impacts are limited to the sites 
that are subject to the State’s Water Quality Certification. 
 
The proposed activities at drainage crossing sites 14, 18, 20A, 20B, 21A and 22 involve 
replacement of the existing 12-inch corrugated metal culverts with 24-inch culverts.  Their 
associated drop inlets will also be replaced.  The culverts at sites 14, and 21A will also be 
extended.  The existing box culverts at sites 16 and 21B will be cleaned and extended.  The 
existing box culverts at sites 15 and 19 will be cleaned and riprap will be added at the outlet 
ends.  The existing box culvert at site 17 will only be cleaned and site 21C involves installation 
of a new 24-inch culvert.  The existing roadside ditches will be cleaned and additional sections 
of roadside ditch will be paved. 
 
Alder Camp Road will be closed during project construction.  The construction schedule is 
limited by special-status species (marbled murrelet) restrictions that require work to be 
performed during their non-breeding period between June 15 and October 31.  The hours of 
operation will also be limited to the period between two hours after sunrise and two hours before 
sunset to comply with special-status species restrictions.  The project is scheduled to begin in the 
summer of 2005 at the earliest. 
 



The project involves extending culverts and adding riprap to culvert outlets that will result in 
approximately 312 feet of additional permanent impacts to existing culverted stream channels 
including permanent impacts to approximately 0.13 acre of jurisdictional waters of the United 
States, including wetland and river channel.  The applicants have applied for authorization to 
perform the proposed project under Nationwide Permits Nos. 3, 14 and 33 (File No. 28660N) 
from the United States Army Corps of Engineers, pursuant to the Clean Water Act, Section 404.  
The National Park Service prepared an Environmental Assessment in accordance with the 
National Environmental Policy Act.  The California Department of Transportation reviewed the 
action and determined the project will not individually or cumulatively have a significant 
environmental effect and is excluded from the requirement to prepare further environmental 
documentation in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act.  Upon review of the 
project scope, potential impacts, and consideration of the NEPA findings, Regional Water Board 
staff determined the project to be categorically exempt in accordance with Article 19, Section 
15301 (Existing Facilities) of the 2002 California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines.  A 
Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement (1601 Permit) was not required for this project. 
 
Regional Water Board staff is proposing to regulate this project pursuant to Section 401 of the 
Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act Authority.  In 
addition, staff will consider all comments received during a 21-day comment period that begins 
on the first date of issuance of this letter.  If you have any questions or comments, please contact 
Regional Water Board staff member Dean Prat by phone at (707) 576-2801, or e-mail 
dprat@waterboards.ca.gov within 21 days of the posting of this notice. 
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