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On July 17, 2008 the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional 
Water Board) received an application from Dave Dammuller (applicant), requesting 
Federal Clean Water Act, section 401, Water Quality Certification for activities 
associated with removal and replacement of an existing culvert, and installation of a 
retaining wall.  The proposed project is located at the south side of Bohemian Highway 
near the junction of Occidental Camp Meeker Road, near the head waters of Dutch Bill 
Creek (38.417447°N/122.950456°W).  The proposed project will cause disturbances to 
waters of the State and United States associated with Dutch Bill Creek in the 
Guerneville Hydrologic Subarea No. 114.11.   
 
The proposed project involves removal of an existing 40-foot long corrugated metal pipe 
(CMP) and road base and replacing it with a new 40-foot long, and 12 feet width and 7-
foot high bottomless arch culvert.  The applicant proposes to place a new multi-plate 
arched culvert on poured in place concrete foundation footings parallel with each side of 
the stream.  The invert of the new culvert will be to a natural grade to facilitate fish 
passage and may have a rock weir or a concrete headwall at grade, at the outlet as a 
grade control structure.  In addition the applicant proposes to install rock slope 
protection (RSP) at the inlet and outlet.  In addition, the applicant proposes to repair a 
25 linear feet of bank located approximately 150 linear feet upstream from the culvert by 
construction a retaining wall with steel piles, corrugated steel plates and crushed rock.  
The purpose of the proposed project is to improve fish passage at the existing road 
crossing and repair the road, culvert and embankment damaged in the 2003 storm 
event.   
 
The proposed project will be constructed during the dry season; however, dewatering 
the stream channel through the construction area may be necessary.  If dewatering is 
necessary, a cofferdam will be installed with a by-pass pipe to convey water to a point 
approximately 10-feet downstream of the project.  The National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) consultation has determined that due to downstream barriers and 
unsuitable habitat conditions, Chinook salmon and Coho salmon will not be present in 
the project area.  Central California Coast steelhead juveniles have been observed in 
the project site vicinity.  However, NMFS staff determined that given the proposed 
project activity schedule, the creek typically has low flow conditions during the summer 
and fall months and the project activities will occur outside of the migration period for 
smolt and adult steelhead.  The proposed project is scheduled for construction between 
July 2009 and October 15, 2009.  The estimated duration is approximately four weeks.   
 
The new culvert will result in an additional 78 linear feet and 965 square feet of 
permanent impacts to the stream channel.  The proposed project will use approximately 
60 cubic yards of RSP.  The channel banks are predominately vegetated with non-
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native English ivy, Himalayan blackberry, and Acacia trees.  There is an established 
tree canopy in the riparian area.  Compensatory mitigation for the proposed project 
includes implementation of non-native removal and a riparian planting plan that involves 
planting willows sprigs in the RSP to the extent practicable.  Noncompensatory 
mitigation includes the use of Best Management Practices for sediment and turbidity 
control and for operation of heavy equipment near a stream channel. 
 
The applicant has applied for authorization from the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers to perform the project under Nationwide Permit No. 3 Maintenance and 
Nationwide Permit No. 13 for Bank Stabilization (File No. 292840N), pursuant to Clean 
Water Act, section 404.  The Applicant has applied to the California Department of Fish 
and Game for a Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement.  The Sonoma County Permit 
and Resource Management Department has determined that the project is categorically 
exempt in accordance CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Class 1, section 15301(d) for 
restoration or rehabilitation of deteriorated or damaged structures or facilities.  The 
Regional Water Board has determined that the proposed project will have no significant 
effect on the environment and anticipates filling a Notice of Exemption (Class 1, section 
15301) as well.   
 
The information contained in this public notice is only a summary of the applicant’s 
proposed activities.  The application for Water Quality Certification in the Regional 
Water Board’s file contains additional details about the proposed project including maps 
and design drawings.  The application and Regional Water Board file are available for 
public review. 
 
Regional Water Board staff are proposing to regulate this project pursuant to Section 
401 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control 
Act authority.  In addition, staff will consider all comments submitted in writing and 
received at this office by mail during a 21-day comment period that begins on the first 
date of issuance of this letter and ends at 5:00 p.m. on the last day of the comment 
period.  If you have any questions, please contact staff member Stephen Bargsten at 
(707) 576-2653 within 21 days of the posting of this notice. 
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