
 
 
 

January 29, 2008 
 

Public Notice for Water Quality Certification and/or Waste  
Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) 

 
Sweetwater Springs Water District, 

Camino del Arroyo Water Main Replacement Project  
Sonoma County (WDID# 1B07138WNSO) 

 
On August 21, 2007, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional 
Water Board) received an application from Mr. Justin Witt, on behalf of Sweetwater 
Springs Water District, requesting a Water Quality Certification and/or Waste Discharge 
Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) for the Camino del Arroyo Water Main 
Replacement (Project) located in Sonoma County.  The proposed Project causes 
permanent impacts to 0.003 acres of ephemeral stream bank in Hulbert Creek, within 
the Austin Creek Hydrologic Sub Unit No. 114.12. 
 
The proposed Project is located in Hulbert Creek at the terminus of Camino del Arroyo 
Road west of Guerneville, Sonoma County, California. The latitude and longitude is 
38.5045˚ N and -123.0309˚ W. The purpose of the Project is to replace an existing, 
exposed 6 inch asbestos concrete water main in Hulbert Creek with a new ductile iron 6 
inch pipeline. The existing pipe is exposed on both banks and is at risk of rupture from 
rock/debris impact during high winter flows. Rupture of the pipeline would result in a 
loss of water to approximately 52 residences, discharge chlorinated water into the 
stream and would be exceedingly difficult to repair during high flows. 
 
The Project will trench the bottom of the creek bed up to 4 feet deep, providing a 
minimum of 3 feet of cover over the new pipe. Backfill of the pipe in the streambed will 
consist of concrete covered with native creek bed material. The replacement pipe will be 
secured to the bedrock bank where currently exposed and encased in concrete to 
provide a minimum of 6 inches of cover. Where bedrock is not currently exposed, 
limited trenching will be utilized to expose the bedrock. Where the bank is not bedrock, 
the pipe will be backfilled with native soil and covered with the minimal amount of riprap 
necessary to prevent soil erosion. 
 
Construction will require the use of a small excavator and hand crews within the creek 
channel. Streambed material will be stockpiled adjacent to the trench for backfill. 
Concrete will be placed within the trench by pumping. Excavator access would be 
accomplished using an existing seasonal concrete stream crossing. Replacement of the 
pipe on the banks will require the removal of Himalayan blackberry and ivy and trimming 
of one oak and one willow.  
 
This Project is designed to be self mitigating as it is the repair of an existing structure 
and is a preventative measure to assure that a potential sediment torrent is avoided by 
replacing the existing pipe before it ruptures. 
 
Non-compensatory mitigation measures include the restoration of the native streambed 
and planting of willow stakes obtained from the trimmed willow into the cleared pipeline 
alignment on the banks, where soil exists.  
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At a minimum, the following construction Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be 
incorporated into the final Project plans in order to reduce and control soil erosion: work 
in and around waterways will be conducted as late in the year as possible to avoid 
dewatering activities; installation of construction barrier fencing to preclude equipment 
entry into sensitive areas; installation of silt fencing or fiber rolls to prevent sediment 
loss from immediate work area; topsoil salvage and reapplication; and seeding and 
mulching. Additionally, all required BMPs shall be on-site and ready for timely 
deployment, before start of construction activities. 
 
The Sweetwater Springs Water District, as the lead California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) agency, has determined that this Project qualifies for a Categorical Exemption, 
15302 – Replacement or Reconstruction, September 20, 2007, pursuant to CEQA. 
 
The applicant has applied for a California Department of Fish and Game 1601 
Streambed Alteration Agreement, 2007. 
 
The Project is scheduled to begin and end in Fall of 2008.  Staff is proposing to regulate 
this project pursuant to Section 401 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and/or 
Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act Authority. In addition, staff will consider all 
comments received during a 21-day comment period that begins on the first date of 
issuance of this letter. If you have any questions or comments, please contact staff 
member Stephen Bargsten at (707) 576-2653, or at sbargsten@waterboards.ca.gov, 
or Darren Bradford at (707) 576-2466, dbradford@waterboards.ca.gov, within 21 
days of posting of this notice. 
 
This is a brief summary of this project; all related documents and comments received 
are on file and may be inspected or copied at the Regional Water Board office, 5550 
Skylane Blvd., Boulevard, Suite A, Santa Rosa, California.  Appointments are 
recommended for document review. Appointments can be made by calling (707) 576-
2220. 
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