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Ross Albertson and Tiffany Fleischmann 

Vineyard View Project  
(WDID# 1B07045WNSO) 

 
Sonoma County 

 
On April 19, 2007, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 
(Regional Water Board) received an application from Ross Albertson and Tiffany 
Fleischmann requesting a Water Quality Certification and/or Waste Discharge 
Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) for the Vineyard View Project located in 
Sonoma County. The proposed project causes permanent impacts to 0.10 acres 
of seasonal wetlands and 245 linear feet of unnamed seasonal swale tributary 
within the Mark West HSA Hydrologic Sub Unit No. 114.23. 
 
The proposed project is located approximately 1 mile east of the town of 
Windsor, at 595 Jensen Lane, Sonoma County, California, (APN. No. 162-020-
023). The latitude and longitude is 38.5494˚N and -122.7945˚W. The purpose of 
the project is to create three new single family homes for personal use. 
 
The proposed project will divide the approximately 4.8 acre property into four 
parcels (Lot 1 - 34,520 square feet, Lot 2 - 38,400 square feet, Lot 3 - 55,200 
square feet, Lot 4 - 58,710 square feet). The existing single family home that 
fronts Jensen Lane on Lot 1 will remain intact and three single-family homes will 
be developed on lots 2-4. The project will also demolish existing outbuildings on 
Lot 1 which includes several old barns. The project proponent proposes to fill 
0.10-acre of seasonal wetlands and 245 linear feet of ephemeral drainage 
channel. The remaining 0.20-acres of the existing 0.30-acres of seasonal 
wetlands are proposed to be preserved on-site as well as a portion of the 
drainage channel.  
 
The site’s wetlands do not support any listed or special status plant species, 
based on habitat surveys conducted on April 6, May 25 and June 29, 2006, and 
March 12, May 18 and June 12, 2007. No special status animal species were 
observed during the field surveys at the site. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
approved the wetland delineation performed by Marco Waaland and Bill Arnerich 
of Golden Bear Bio-studies, and determined that up to 0.10 acres of seasonal 
wetlands and 245 linear feet of drainage channel are present on-site, are 
considered isolated, and are therefore under the jurisdiction of the State (March 
23, 2007, Corps File Number 25393N). 
 



Compensatory mitigation for the permanent filling of 0.10 acres of seasonal 
wetland habitat was attained through the purchase of 0.10 acres of created 
wetland credits and 0.05 acres of plant preservation credits (October 26, 2005 
from Sonoma County Airport Consolidated Wetlands Mitigation Area), along with 
an additional 0.05 acres of Sebastopol Meadowfoam preservation credits 
(August 10, 2007 from Swift/Turner Preservation Bank). Compensatory mitigation 
for the fill of the drainage channel includes the redirecting and creation of 250 
linear feet of new drainage channel within the project site. A mixture of native 
seed mix, native trees, and native shrubs will be planted along the banks of the 
created drainage channel, providing greater biodiversity, filtration, and habitat. 
Project construction work would be performed in general accordance with the 
drawings entitled, “Town of Windsor, Vineyard View,“ in eleven (11) sheets dated 
September 12, 2007, Project no. 05-26. A five year monitoring plan will be 
implemented with an 85% survival rate of all proposed plant species. Yearly 
monitoring and reporting will be required for a minimum of 5 years, and until the 
project is deemed stable and established. The proposed compensatory mitigation 
meets the “no net loss” of wetland acres condition under United States Army 
Corps of Engineers (USACE), North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 
(NCRWQCB) and Department of Fish and Game (DFG) permitting procedures.  
 
At a minimum, the following construction Best Management Practices (BMPs) will 
be incorporated into the final project plans in order to reduce and control soil 
erosion: work in and around waterways will be conducted during the dry season; 
installation of construction barrier fencing to preclude equipment entry into 
sensitive areas; installation of silt fencing or fiber rolls to prevent sediment loss 
from immediate work area; topsoil salvage and reapplication; and seeding and 
mulching. 
 
The vineyard View single-family home Project is scheduled to begin Spring 2008 
and end in Fall 2008. Staff is proposing to regulate this project pursuant to 
Section 401 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water 
Quality Control Act Authority. In addition, staff will consider all comments 
received during a 21-day comment period that begins on the first date of 
issuance of this letter. If you have any questions or comments, please contact 
staff member Stephen Bargsten at (707) 576-2653, 
sbargsten@waterboards.ca.gov, or Darren Bradford at (707) 576-2466, 
dbradford@waterboards.ca.gov, within 21 days of posting of this notice. 
 
This is a brief summary of this project; all related documents and comments 
received are on file and may be inspected or copied at the Regional Water Board 
office, 5550 Skylane Blvd., Boulevard, Suite A, Santa Rosa, California.  
Appointments are recommended for document review.  Appointments can be 
made by calling (707) 576-2220. 
 
101707_DLB_Vineyard_View_PN.doc 

mailto:sbargsten@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:dbradford@waterboards.ca.gov

