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Public Notice for Water Quality Certification and/or Waste  

Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects)  
 

Willis Avenue Culvert Replacement Project 
WDID# 1B07120WNME 

 
Sonoma County 

 
On August 1, 2007, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional 
Water Board) received an application from Mendocino County Department of 
Transportation requesting a Water Quality Certification and/or Waste Discharge 
Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) for the Willis Avenue Culvert Replacement. The 
proposed project causes disturbances to Waters of the State associated with an 
unnamed tributary to Ten Mile Creek, tributary to the South Fork Eel River Hydrologic 
Unit No.111.33. 
 
The proposed project is located on Willis Avenue, approximately 0.10 miles south of 
Branscomb Road, Laytonville, Mendocino County, (APN No. 014-100-08). The latitude 
and longitude is 39.6822°N and -123.4839°W. The purpose of the project is the 
emergency replacement of two damaged culverts to protect public roadways and 
adjacent business properties. The existing culverts are rusted out and blocked by 
accumulated sediments causing flooding of nearby businesses. The replacement of the 
two eroded corrugated metal pipe (CMP) culverts is necessary to keep the road in 
stable condition as sink holes have formed in the roadway above the culverts. 
 
The project involves the replacement of two 36-in x 40-ft CMP culverts with two 30-in x 
40-ft high density polyethylene (HDPE) culverts that will be installed at the same depth 
and grade as the stream channel bottom. Pit-run rock slope protection (rip-rap) will be 
placed at the outlet to stabilize the adjacent banks and prevent continuing degradation 
of the road. Rip-rap will be used at the minimum necessary to stabilize the eroding 
bank. A backhoe will be used to excavate the existing culverts and place rip-rap along 
the stream bank. Disturbed soils will be covered by erosion control matting and seeded 
with native grasses. The area of the stream bank that will be impacted by the work is 
approximately 60’ L x 4’ H. Accumulated sediment will be cleared from the culvert outlet 
and spread out evenly in the immediate downstream channel area. The repaired culvert 
crossings will be re-paved. 
 
The applicant has received a California Department of Fish and Game 1600 Streambed 
Alteration Agreement, on April 19, 2007, Notification Number: 1600-2006-0525-3.  
 
At a minimum, the following construction Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be 
incorporated into the final project plans in order to reduce and control soil erosion: work 
in and around waterways will be conducted during the dry season; installation of 
construction barrier fencing to preclude equipment entry into sensitive areas; installation 
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of silt fencing or fiber rolls to prevent sediment loss from immediate work area; topsoil 
salvage and reapplication; and seeding and mulching.  
 
The Willis Avenue Culvert Replacement Project is scheduled to begin Summer 2007 
and end in Fall 2007.  Staff is proposing to regulate this project pursuant to Section 401 
of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act 
Authority. Under Title 23, California Code of Regulations, Section 3858(a):  "The 
executive director or the executive officer with whom an application for certification is 
filed shall provide public notice of an application at least twenty-one (21) days before 
taking certification action on the application, unless the public notice requirement has 
been adequately satisfied by the applicant or federal agency. If the applicant or federal 
agency provides public notice, it shall be in a manner and to an extent fully equivalent to 
that normally provided by the certifying agency. If an emergency requires that 
certification be issued in less than 21 days, public notice shall be provided as much in 
advance of issuance as possible, but no later than simultaneously with issuance of 
certification." Due to the nature of emergency associated with this project, 401 Water 
Quality Certification will be issued during the 21-day public comment period.  Public 
comments will still be accepted and reviewed during the entire 21-day comment period.
 
If you have any questions or comments, please contact staff member Stephen Bargsten 
at (707) 576-2653, or at sbargsten@waterboards.ca.gov, or Darren Bradford at (707) 
576-2466, within 21 days of the posting of this notice. 
 
This is a brief summary of this project; all related documents and comments received 
are on file and may be inspected or copied at the Regional Water Board office, 5550 
Skylane Blvd., Boulevard, Suite A, Santa Rosa, California.  Appointments are 
recommended for document review.  Appointments can be made by calling (707) 576-
2220. 
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