
 
 
 

September 12, 2007 
 
 

Public Notice for Water Quality Certification and/or Waste  
Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) 

 
Allison Leisten 

Matanzas Creek Emergency Watershed Protection Project  
WDID# 1B07102WNSO 

 
Sonoma County 

 
On July 2, 2007, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional 
Water Board) received an application from Sotoyome Resource Conservation District, 
on behalf of Allison Leisten (Applicant), requesting a Water Quality Certification and/or 
Waste Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) for the Matanzas Creek 
Emergency Watershed Protection Project located in Sonoma County. The proposed 
project causes permanent impacts to 60 linear feet of stream bank on Matanzas Creek 
within the Santa Rosa Hydrologic Sub Unit No. 114.22. 
 
The proposed project is located on Matanzas Creek in Santa Rosa, Sonoma County, 
California, (APN. No. 014-202-005).  The latitude and longitude is 38.43927˚N and -
122.61977˚W. The purpose of the project is to minimize further degradation of 
approximately 20 linear feet of stream bank that failed in the New Year’s Eve storm of 
2005. The bank failure resulted in the loss of a backyard section and trees and now 
poses an emergency threat to the structural integrity of house foundation and a threat of 
additional loss of other sections of the backyard.  
 
The proposed restoration project includes adding new rock revetment tied into existing 
rock; trimming existing root wads of fallen trees; realignment of fallen trees; anchoring 
the trees with concrete blocks; incorporating willow bundles 8-10 feet above the rock to 
replace lost shade; replacing loose rock that had been displaced by the root wad; 
adding loose rock for tie-in at the upstream end and replacing approximately 25 feet of 
damaged fence in the backyard. The project requires a culvert and clean gravel (triple 
washed river gravel) to be temporarily installed in the creek to direct water around the 
work area so a platform for heavy equipment can be constructed. 
 
Steelhead trout and California freshwater shrimp are two endangered species with 
potential residence in the creek area. In general, fish passage is restricted downstream 
in the urbanized area of Santa Rosa Creek. The National Oceanic & Atmospheric 
Administration/National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) will consult with Sotoyome 
Resource Conservation District at the restoration site prior to construction activities to 
ensure there is minimal impact to creek habitat. Sandbag cofferdams will be placed at 
the upstream and downstream ends of the construction site and flow will be diverted 
approximately 60 feet through flexible pipes. Creek dewatering will be done prior to 
construction and a certified biologist will be onsite to relocate fish as necessary. Fish 
collected in conjunction with permitted activities will be relocated to a suitable location in 
Matanzas Creek above or below the project site.  All fish collection and relocation will be 
performed in compliance with NMFS established guidelines. Revegetation will consist of 
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a minimum of three 8” to 12” willow bundles above the rock and cabled trees. Arroyo 
willows will not be used.  
 
This project is designed to be self mitigating as the bank stabilization and planting will 
reduce sediment delivery to the creek, provide creek shading, and reduce threats to life 
and property.  Future monitoring, maintenance and management of the site after 
construction are the responsibility of the homeowner. An 85% survival rate of all 
proposed plant species after five years will be implemented. Yearly monitoring reports 
will be submitted detailing replanting plan status. 
 
Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be incorporated into the final project plans in 
order to reduce and control soil erosion.  All construction in and around waters of the 
state will be conducted during the dry season (April 15th to October 15th), to minimize 
construction related impacts to hydrology and water quality. 
 
The Matanzas Creek Emergency Watershed Protection Project is scheduled to begin in 
summer 2007 and end in Fall 2008.  Staff is proposing to regulate this project pursuant 
to Section 401 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water 
Quality Control Act Authority.  In addition, staff will consider all comments received 
during a 21-day comment period that begins on the first date of issuance of this letter. If 
you have any questions or comments, please contact staff member Stephen Bargsten 
at (707) 576-2653, or at sbargsten@waterboards.ca.gov, or Darren Bradford at (707) 
576-2466, dbradford@waterboards.ca.gov, within 21 days of posting of this notice. 
 
This is a brief summary of this project; all related documents and comments received 
are on file and may be inspected or copied at the Regional Water Board office, 5550 
Skylane Blvd., Boulevard, Suite A, Santa Rosa, California.  Appointments are 
recommended for document review.  Appointments can be made by calling (707) 576-
2220. 
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