
 
 
 

August 30, 2007 
 
 

Public Notice for Water Quality Certification and/or Waste 
Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) 

 
PG&E – Humboldt-Harris 115KV Transmission Line Reconductoring Project 

WDID No. 1B07116WNHU 
 

Humboldt County 
 
On July 31, 2007, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional 
Water Board) received an application from the Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
(applicant), requesting Federal Clean Water Act, section 401, Water Quality Certification 
for activities related to replacement of power poles and the conductor (transmission line) 
between PG&E’s Humboldt and Harris substations located east of Eureka.  The 
proposed project will cause disturbances to waters of the United States associated with 
wetlands adjacent to Ryan Slough in the Eureka Plain Hydrologic Unit No. 110.00. 
 
The purpose of the pole and conductor replacement project is to maintain and improve 
the reliability of the existing transmission line and reduce the number of power outages 
in the Eureka area.  The majority of the 25 power poles in the project area will be 
replaced in upland areas from paved roads and unimproved dirt roads using PG&E line 
trucks.  The poles are typically 60 feet tall and the 24 inch diameter bases are buried 8 
feet deep.  Where a line truck cannot perform the pole replacement from a road, the 
poles will be set with a helicopter after the pole holes are dug by crews using hand 
operated tools.  The existing decayed poles will be cut at ground level and hauled to a 
land fill. 
 
Three of the poles (poles 0/10, 0/12, and 0/13) that will be replaced are located in 
jurisdictional wetlands that are currently used as horse pasture.  Crewpersons will 
access these poles on foot and hand dig the holes for the new poles next to the old 
poles.  The new poles will be installed by helicopter.  After the new conductor is strung 
on the new poles, the old poles will be cut off at ground level then cut into pieces so 
they can be carried away by hand.  Hand tools will be used to remove approximately 
one additional foot of the old poles below the ground level and the surface will be 
restored to offset the area of permanent impact from the new poles.  Soil excavated 
from the new holes will be stored on plastic and then used to pack around the new 
poles and into the one foot deep holes created by removing the old poles below the 
ground surface. 
  
The proposed project will result in 9.3 square feet (0.0002 acre) of permanent impacts 
to jurisdictional wetlands that are currently used as horse pasture.  Compensatory 
mitigation for this project involves restoring the same amount of wetland area by 
removing the existing poles below the surface and restoring the surface with onsite 
soils.  Noncompensatory mitigation for this project includes implementation during the 
dry season and the use of Best Management Practices erosion control. 
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The applicant has applied for authorization from the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers to perform the project under Nationwide Permit Number 12, pursuant to 
Clean Water Act, section 404.  A Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement from the 
California Department of Fish & Game is not required for this project.  The applicant 
proposes that this project is categorically exempt from California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) review (section 15301 – existing facilities).  Based on a review of the 
project information submitted to date, Regional Water Board staff have determined that 
this project is categorically exempt from CEQA review (Class 1, Section 15301 – 
existing facilities) and anticipate filing a Notice of Exemption for this project. 
 
The information contained in this public notice is only a summary of the applicant’s 
proposed transmission line replacement activities.  The application for Water Quality 
Certification in the Regional Water Board’s file contains additional details about the 
proposed project including maps and drawings.  The application and Regional Water 
Board file are available for public review. 
  
Regional Water Board staff are proposing to regulate this project pursuant to Section 
401 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control 
Act authority.  In addition, staff will consider all comments submitted in writing and 
received at this office by mail during a 21-day comment period that begins on the first 
date of issuance of this letter and ends at 5:00 p.m. on the last day of the comment 
period.  If you have any questions, please contact staff member Dean Prat at (707) 576-
2801 within 21 days of the posting of this notice. 
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