
 
 
 

June 20, 2007 
 
 

Public Notice for Water Quality Certification and/or Waste 
Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) 

 
Lake County DPW – Elk Mountain Road Storm Erosion Repair Projects 

WDID No. 1B07047WNLA 
 

Lake County 
 
On April 26, 2007, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional 
Water Board) received an application from the Lake County Department of Public 
Works (applicant), requesting Federal Clean Water Act, section 401, Water Quality 
Certification for activities to repair culverts and road embankments that were damaged 
during heavy storm events in December 2005 and January 2006.  The proposed 
projects are located on Elk Mountain Road at Post Miles 33.3, 35.9, and 37.7 in Lake 
County.  The proposed projects will cause disturbances to waters of the United States 
associated with Dashiell Creek and unnamed tributaries to the Eel River in the Lake 
Pillsbury Hydrologic Subarea No. 111.63. 
 
The road surface and an existing culvert washed out at an unnamed stream channel at 
Post Mile 33.3.  A temporary 36-inch diameter culvert was installed to keep the road 
open.  The proposed project involves removal of the temporary culvert and installation 
of a 72-inch diameter culvert in its place.  The road surface and embankment around 
the culvert will be restored.  A concrete headwall will be installed at the culvert inlet and 
a rock energy dissipater will be placed at the outlet.  Loose dirt and rock will be removed 
from the inlet and outlet areas of the channel.  Disturbed areas will be seeded at the 
end of the project.  Heavy equipment will only be operated from the existing road and 
materials will be stored in upland areas.  The proposed project will be completed when 
the stream channel is dry.  The new concrete headwall and rock energy dissipater will 
result in 0.003 acre of permanent impact to the stream channel. 
 
Dashiell Creek flows through a large culvert under Elk Mountain Road near Post Mile 
35.9.  The edge of the road and the supporting embankment failed on the east and 
downstream side of the crossing where the road surface is approximately forty-five feet 
above the creek channel.  The purpose of this project is to repair and stabilize the slip-
out area and road surface.  The slip-out extends approximately thirty feet along the road 
shoulder and extends approximately forty-five feet down the embankment slope toward 
the left bank of Dashiell Creek.  The proposed project involves filling the slip-out with 
approximately 450 cubic yards of fabric-backed rock slope protection (RSP).  A 
temporary access ramp will be excavated on the upland slope adjacent to the slip-out 
area and a long reach excavator will be used to dig a toe trench at the base of the slip-
out.  The excavator will place RSP in the toe trench and up the slope of the slip-out to 
the edge of the road.  The temporary equipment access area will be backfilled in the 
same manner.  The proposed project will occur during the summer when creek flows 
are low and heavy equipment will not enter the creek.  A sediment barrier will be 
installed between the edge of the creek channel and the work area to prevent earthen 
materials from entering the creek.  The base of the RSP slope will extend to the edge of 
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ordinary high water and will result in approximately 0.006 acre of permanent impact to 
the streambank.     
 
Two unnamed stream channels cross under Elk Mountain Road near Post Mile 37.7.  
The ephemeral stream channels are approximately 150 feet apart.  One channel 
crossing consists of a 12-inch culvert and the other crossing has two 24-inch culverts.  
The purpose of this project is to repair the embankment washout areas at the culverts 
and restore the embankments to the pre-existing shape and grade.  RSP will also be 
placed at the culvert outlets to stabilize the embankments.  The proposed project will be 
completed when the stream channels are dry.  Loose dirt and rock will be removed from 
the inlet and outlet areas of the channel and disturbed areas will be seeded at the end 
of the project.  Equipment used for placing the RSP will be operated from the road 
surface, and materials will be stored in upland areas.  The proposed project will result in 
0.013 acre of permanent impact to the stream channels.     
 
Compensatory mitigation is not required for the proposed projects.  Noncompensatory 
mitigation for these projects includes the use of Best Management Practices for 
sediment and turbidity control and for operating heavy equipment near a waterway.  The 
proposed projects are scheduled to occur during the fall or summer of 2007 or 2008. 
 
The applicant has applied for authorization from the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers to perform the project under Nationwide Permit, pursuant to Clean Water Act, 
section 404.  The Lake County Public Works Department has determined that this 
project is statutorily exempt from California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review 
(Section 15269 – Emergency Projects).  Based on a review of the project information 
submitted to date, Regional Water Board staff determined that these projects are 
categorically exempt from CEQA review (Class 1, Section 15301 – Existing Facilities) 
and anticipate filing a Notice of Exemption for this project. 
  
Regional Water Board staff are proposing to regulate this project pursuant to Section 
401 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control 
Act authority.  In addition, staff will consider all comments submitted in writing and 
received at this office by mail during a 21-day comment period that begins on the first 
date of issuance of this letter and ends at 5:00 p.m. on the last day of the comment 
period.  If you have any questions, please contact staff member Dean Prat at (707) 576-
2801 within 21 days of the posting of this notice. 
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