
November 22, 2006 
 

Public Notice for Water Quality Certification and/or Waste  
Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects)  

Spaletta Ranch Project 
Sonoma County (WDID# 1B06015WNMA) 

 
On February 23, 2006, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 
(Regional Water Board) received an application from the Gold Ridge Resource 
Conservation District (Gold Ridge RCD) on behalf of James Spaletta (Applicant) 
requesting a Water Quality Certification and/or Waste Discharge Requirements 
(Dredge/Fill Projects) for the Spaletta Ranch Project in Marin County.  The 
proposed project causes disturbances to Waters of the United States associated 
with the Estero de Americano Hydrologic Unit No.115.30 
 
The proposed project is located in the far northwest of Marin County, directly 
adjacent to Estero de Americano.  The ranch address is 1250 Estero Road, 
Valley Ford (APN 100-010-001).  The purpose of the project is to address 
sedimentation, riparian management, and water quality issues, key factors in 
ameliorating existing adverse impacts to the Estero. 
 
The project would consist of minor earthwork cut and fill operations to shape and 
repair an intermittent gully system that drains directly into the estuary.  Two 
grass-lined waterways with engineered rock grade control structures and plunge 
pools will be created.  Work on a smaller gully will result in the creation of a fabric 
lined swale.  The gully system will be revegitated and fenced to exclude 
livestock.  A second project site is located in an upland gully and would consist of 
minor earthwork cut and fill operations to shape and repair a gully, as well as 
restoring a historic channel crossing.  A rocked ford will be created to restore the 
channel crossing.  Extensive riparian planting will occur along the project area, 
and will be fenced to exclude livestock. 
 
The total area of gullies to be restored is 0.71 acres.  All impacts will be 
temporary and are designed to be self mitigating due to their benefit to water 
quality. 
 
Non-compensatory mitigation will be achieved through the use of temporary silt 
control barriers, seeding and mulching as necessary, and other appropriate 
measures to minimize the risk of soil transport to downstream areas.  Permanent 
erosion control measures are incorporated into the proposed project plan. 
 
All fill material used on the site will be clean and free of contaminants.  A 
characterization report for all imported fill materials will be provided to the 
Regional Water Board prior to the commencement of work.   
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The Gold Ridge RCD has filed a Notice of Exemption (Small Habitat Restoration 
(section 15333)).  The Regional Water Board, as the lead California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) agency, has determined the Project qualifies 
for Statutory Exemption Section 15333, Small Habitat Restoration, pursuant to 
the CEQA guidelines. 
 
The Spaletta Ranch Project is scheduled to begin July 1, 2007 and end October 
15, 2007.  Staff is proposing to regulate this project pursuant to Section 401 of 
the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control 
Act Authority.  In addition, staff will consider all comments received during a 21-
day comment period that begins on the first date of issuance of this letter.  If you 
have any questions or comments, please contact staff member Stephen 
Bargsten at (707) 576-2653 or at sbargsten@waterboards.ca.gov within 21 days 
of the posting of this notice. 
 
The related documents and comments received are on file and may be inspected 
or copied at the Regional Water Board office, 5550 Skylane Boulevard, Suite A, 
Santa Rosa, California.  Appointments are recommended for document review.  
Appointments can be made by calling (707) 576-2220. 
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