
October 20, 2006 
 
 

Public Notice for 401 Water Quality Certification and/or Waste  
Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects)  

Lynmar Winery Expansion and Restoration Project,  
Sonoma County, WDID No. 1B04151WNSO  

 
On November 9, 2004, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional 
Water Board) received an application from Mr. Larry Moraes, on behalf of Lynmar 
Winery (Applicant), requesting a Water Quality Certification and/or Waste Discharge 
Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) for the Lynmar Winery Expansion and Restoration 
project (Project).  The Project will disturb Waters of the State and Waters of the United 
States associated with the Laguna de Santa Rosa Hydrologic Sub Area No. 114.21, 
within the Russian River Hydrologic Unit No. 114.00.   
 
The proposed Project is located in Sonoma County, on an unnamed tributary to the 
Laguna de Santa Rosa, southeast of 3909 Frei Road (APN 130-190-076).  The 
latitude of the Project is 38° 26’30” north, and longitude is –122° 50’33.5” west.  
The purpose of the Project is to conduct compensatory mitigation for the 
permanent filling of approximately 135 feet of ephemeral drainage for the 
construction of additional winery structures, as well as filling and disturbing 
jurisdictional seasonal wetlands.  The original filling of the ephemeral drainage and 
wetlands was done without the proper permits and violated the California Water 
Code. 
 
The Project includes construction of a mitigation area, consisting of a replacement 
drainage swale, approximately 445 feet in length, to act as a biofiltration and high-
frequency flow attenuation basin between the vineyard and the Laguna de Santa 
Rosa (Laguna).  The Project will also create approximately 4,000 square feet of 
wetlands, to mitigate the loss of wetlands caused by the construction of the 
drainage swale, and disturbance of adjacent wetlands.  The increase in area of 
wetlands is at a ratio of approximately 1.5:1. The mitigation area will be protected 
in perpetuity by means of a deed restriction.  Mitigation monitoring and reporting 
will occur yearly for at least five years. 
 
Additional elements of the compensatory mitigation plan for the permanent loss of 
the channel include: 
 

1. Conducting an educational grape grower’s seminar that would be 2-4 hours long, 
conducted yearly, for five years.  The seminar would cover farming techniques 
for vineyards that would be more ecological, contribute less sediment, 
pesticides/herbicides and chemicals to storm water runoff.  Sustainable vineyard 
practices will also be presented. 

2. Developing and implementing vineyard management practices within the 
impacted swale's watershed that employ perennial cover crop and mowing, and 
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exclude disking, spading, tilling, or other similar cultivation methods except 
during vineyard replacement which occurs once every 20 to 50 years. 

3. Post-construction storm water treatment controls will be incorporated into 
the Project in order to decrease potential detrimental impacts associated 
with storm water runoff from the developed site. 

4. Monetary contributions to be made to the Laguna de Santa Rosa 
Foundation to fund future restoration projects within the Laguna. 

 
Compensatory mitigation for this project will be attained through the creation of an 
additional 445 linear feet of ephemeral drainage swale, 4,000 feet of wetlands, and a 
biofiltration and high-frequency flow attenuation basin between the vineyard and the 
Laguna.  Additionally, vineyard grower’s educational seminars, vineyard management 
practices manual/education, and contributions to the Laguna Foundation, will be 
conducted. Non-compensatory mitigation measures include the use of erosion control 
Best Management Practices (BMPs). 
 
The North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board, as the lead California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) agency, has determined that this project qualifies for 
a Categorical Exemption, 15333 - Small Habitat Restoration Projects, pursuant to 
CEQA guidelines. 
 
The Project is scheduled to begin mid-October 2006, and end by December 31, 2007.  
Staff is proposing to regulate this project pursuant to Section 401 of the Clean Water 
Act (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act Authority.  Under 
Title 23, California Code of Regulations, Sections 3858 (a):  “The executive director or 
the executive officer with whom an application for certification is filed shall provides 
public notice of an application, unless the public notice requirement has been 
adequately satisfied by the applicant or federal agency.  If the applicant or federal 
agency provides public notice, it shall be in a manner and to an extent fully equivalent to 
that normally provided by the certifying agency.  If an emergency requires that 
certification be issued in less than 21 days, public notice shall be provided as much in 
advance of issuance as possible, nut no later than simultaneously with issuance of 
certification.”  In addition, staff will consider all comments received during a 21-day 
comment period that begins on the first date of issuance of this letter, and the 
certification may be modified.  If you have any questions or comments, please contact 
staff member Stephen Bargsten at (707) 576-2653 or at 
sbargsten@waterboards.ca.gov within 21 days of the posting of this notice. 
 
The related documents and comments received are on file and may be inspected or 
copied at the Regional Water Board office, 5550 Skylane Boulevard, Suite A, Santa 
Rosa, California.  Appointments are recommended for document review.  Appointments 
can be made by calling (707) 576-2220. 
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