
October 10, 2006 
 
 

Public Notice for 401 Water Quality Certification and/or Waste  
Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects)  

1201 Boonville Road Storm Damage Restoration Project  
Mendocino County (WDID# B06155WNME) 

 
On August 24, 2006, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional 
Water Board) received an application from Recovery Operations on behalf of Naomi 
Engstrom (Applicant) requesting a Water Quality Certification and/or Waste Discharge 
Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) for the 1201 Boonville Road Storm Damage 
Restoration Project (Project) in Mendocino California. The Project is being financed 
through a cooperative joint funding effort between the Applicant and a grant through the 
California Department of Fish and Game Fisheries Grant Restoration Program (FRGP).   
The proposed Project causes disturbances to 250 liner feet of Waters of the State and 
Waters of the U.S. associated with the Ukiah Hydrologic Sub Area 114.31, within the 
Russian River Hydrologic Unit 114.00. 
 
The proposed Project is located 1.2 miles west of Highway 101 on Boonville Road 
(State Highway 235), to the southwest of Ukiah, APN# 185-072-09, Mendocino County.  
The purpose of the Project is the stream channel realignment, repair of storm damage, 
and restoration, on Robinson Creek.  Due to the winter storm events of 2005/2006, high 
water has eroded approximately 50 feet of stream bank, for approximately 250 linear 
feet and threatens to continue to erode more stream bank at the Project. 
 
The proposed Project consists of removing a large tree stump and placing the stump in 
the eroded bank.  Moving 3000-4000 cubic yards of river rock from center of the stream 
in the work area and placing it into the eroded section.  Placing 200 feet (approximately 
646 cubic yards) of 1 to 2 ton rip rap to armor the stream bank to a height 6 to 7 feet 
and an additional 50 feet of rip rap to a height of 4 to 5 feet at the up-stream end of the 
proposed project, resulting in approximately 0.28 acres of impact. Willow sprigs will be 
planted in the rip rap at 5 foot centers during construction.  The stream bank above the 
top of the rip rap will be graded to a natural angle and will be planted with rooted willow 
trees from in the month of December.  Eight willow siltation baffles ten feet in length, 
spaced approximately 15 feet apart, will be installed.  A timed irrigation system will be 
installed to water the willows for five years.  Proposed repairs will not encroach on 
existing vegetation and all effort will be made not to disturb any material that will provide 
shade or help stabilize the bank.  These repairs will take place on the north portion of 
the applicant’s property, when the water way is seasonally dry.    
 
Mitigation for this project will take the form of installing native plants at the Project site.  
These will include the native species outlined in the “Wildlife and Fisheries Investigation 
at the Engstrom Property on Robinson Creek in Mendocino County California,” 
prepared by Wildlife Inventory Systems, dated August 24, 2006. Invasive species will be 
eradicated.  Planting locations will be modifies to ‘fit the site,’ with some plants on all 
portions of the bank.  Willow sprigs will be placed within the rock rip rap at 
approximately 5-foot intervals to help protect the lower bank.  The Project plantings 
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shall be monitored and maintained for five years and have a minimum of 80% survival 
rate after five years.   
 
The Department of Fish and Game, as the lead California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) agency, has determined that this project qualifies for a Categorical Exemption, 
Section 15333 – Small Habitat Restoration Projects, pursuant to CEQA. 
 
The Project is scheduled to begin September 11, 2006 and end by October 31, 2006.  
Staff is proposing to regulate this project pursuant to Section 401 of the Clean Water 
Act (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act Authority.  Under 
Title 23, California Code of Regulations, Sections 3858 (a):  “The executive director or 
the executive officer with whom an application for certification is filed shall provides 
public notice of an application, unless the public notice requirement has been 
adequately satisfied by the applicant or federal agency.  If the applicant or federal 
agency provides public notice, it shall be in a manner and to an extent fully equivalent to 
that normally provided by the certifying agency.  If an emergency requires that 
certification be issued in less than 21 days, public notice shall be provided as much in 
advance of issuance as possible, nut no later than simultaneously with issuance of 
certification.” In addition, staff will consider all comments received during a 21-day 
comment period that begins on the first date of issuance of this letter.  If you have any 
questions or comments, please contact staff member Stephen Bargsten at (707) 576-
2653 or at sbargsten@waterboards.ca.gov within 21 days of the posting of this notice. 
 
The related documents and comments received are on file and may be inspected or 
copied at the Regional Water Board office, 5550 Skylane Blvd., Boulevard, Suite A, 
Santa Rosa, California.  Appointments are recommended for document review.  
Appointments can be made by calling (707) 576-2220. 
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