
 
 
 

August 25, 2006  
 

Public Notice for Water Quality Certification and/or Waste  
Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects)  

Shiloh Oaks Federal Express Project 
Sonoma County (WDID No. 1B05156WNSO) 

 
On November 22, 2005 the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 
(Regional Water Board) received an application from Mr. Douglas Spicher, on behalf of 
Shiloh Oaks Company LLC (Applicant), requesting a Water Quality Certification and/or 
Waste Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) for the Shiloh Oaks Federal 
Express Project in Sonoma County. The proposed project causes disturbances to 
Waters of the State associated with seasonal wetlands and drainages within the Santa 
Rosa Hydrologic Sub Area, Russian River Hydrologic Unit No. 114.22. 
 
The proposed project is located at the end of Caletti Avenue in the Town of Windsor, 
Sonoma County (APN 059-271-087-000). The purpose of the project is to construct a 
permanent FedEx facility for receiving, sorting, worldwide shipping, and local delivery of 
express shipped packages and letters.  The facility will consist of a large 
office/warehouse building with associated utilities, streets, roadways and parking, for 
large tractor-trailer trucks, smaller local delivery trucks, and employee parking.  In 
conjunction with the FedEx facility, an existing ephemeral drainage ditch will be 
improved by widening and deepening to increase flow/flood capacity during storms.  
The channel banks will also be planted with riparian vegetation, which the existing 
channel lacks, and this will result in increased habitat value.  
 
Pre-construction erosion control Best Management Practices (BMPs) outlined in a 
Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) will be incorporated into the project 
during initial mass grading for the project and drainage ditch realignment in late summer 
2006.  Final grading and project construction is expected to be completed in 2007.  
Post-construction storm water treatment BMPs will be constructed as part of the project 
in order to treat runoff from the 24-hour/85th percentile storm event.  The components of 
the project storm water management design are such that project drainage resulting 
from such an event will be subject to treatment by a combination of bio-swales and 
storm water treatment devices. Bio-swales have been located to collect run-off from 
parking lot pavement as well as other larger areas of the developed portion of the site 
before discharging into the realigned drainage ditch. 
 
The project, as proposed, will result in the permanent filling of 0.46 acre of seasonal 
wetlands and realignment of 804 linear feet of drainage ditch. Compensatory mitigation 
for the permanent loss of 0.46 acre of Waters of the State will be by on-site creation of 
0.80 acre (1.6:1 ratio) of seasonal wetland (the maximum possible within an existing 
conservation easement) and purchase of 1.0 acre of wetland preservation credits from 
an approved mitigation bank (this project is within the Santa Rosa Plain geographic 
area). Additional restoration near the created wetlands will include removal of non-
native species in order to allow native wetland vegetation to become established. 
Monitoring of wetland and riparian vegetation success will continue for at least five 
years and include a minimum set of performance criteria.  Mitigation for realignment of 
the drainage ditch consists of improving the ditch to prevent flooding, realigning as 
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much of the ditch in its present location as possible, planting the banks with riparian 
vegetation to create habitat where none exists currently, and providing a buffer zone 
between development and the realigned ditch. 
 
No special status plant or animal species were observed or are expected to occur as 
determined by biological assessments and surveys (WRA, Inc., September 2005). The 
site is not within the potential range of the California tiger salamander as mapped by the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service and California Department of Fish and Game. 
  
The Town of Windsor, as the lead California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) agency, 
has determined that this project qualifies for a Mitigated Negative Declaration, pursuant 
to CEQA (Planning Commission File No. ZC 05-23 & MJS/UP 05-24, August 8, 2006). 
The project is expected to be approved and the CEQA document certified by Town 
Council in September 2006.   
 
Rough grading for the Project and drainage ditch realignment is scheduled to be 
completed in late summer 2006 with final grading and Project construction to be 
completed in 2007. Staff is proposing to regulate this project pursuant to Section 401 of 
the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act 
Authority.  In addition, staff will consider all comments received during a 21-day 
comment period that begins on the first date of issuance of this letter. If you have any 
questions or comments, please contact staff member Stephen Bargsten at  
(707) 576-2653 or at SBargsten@waterboards.ca.gov within 21 days of the posting of 
this notice.  
 
The related documents and comments received are on file and may be inspected or 
copied at the Regional Water Board office, 5550 Skylane Blvd., Boulevard, Suite A, 
Santa Rosa, California. Appointments are recommended for document review. 
Appointments can be made by calling (707) 576-2220.  
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