
 
 

August 9, 2006 
 

Public Notice for Water Quality Certification and/or Waste  
Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects)  

Rivendale Communities 
Fulton Road Improvements Project 

Sonoma County (WDID# 1B06063WNSO) 
 
On May 10, 2006, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Water 
Board) received an application from Mr. Chris Peterson, on behalf of Rivendale Homes 
(Applicant), requesting a Water Quality Certification and/or Waste Discharge Requirements 
(Dredge/Fill Projects) for the Fulton Road Improvements Project in Sonoma County. The 
proposed project causes disturbances to Waters of the State associated with seasonal waterways 
associated with the Mark West Hydrologic Sub Area, Russian River Hydrologic Unit No. 
114.23. 
 
The proposed project is located occur along the Fulton Road corridor between Wood Road at the 
north end and approximately 500 feet south of Piner Road at the south end.  The total length of 
this corridor is approximately 5,240 feet. The proposed project is a major transit corridor road 
and serves as the primary north-south arterial road on the west side of Santa Rosa between U.S. 
Highway 12 and U.S. Highway 101.    The proposed action would include widening Fulton Road 
from two single lanes to two lanes in each direction and extensions of water, sewer, and storm 
drainage facilities within the roadway to serve approximately 162 acres in the northwest part of 
Santa Rosa.  The proposed action is a requirement imposed by the City of Santa Rosa for 
development in the annexation area and would serve several projects in the annexation area when 
completed.  Construction of the proposed action would be initiated in August 2006 and 
completed no later than August 2007. 
 
Fulton Road would be widened from 20 feet to 34 feet, as measured from the existing centerline 
of the road.  The widened road would include a five-foot wide asphalt sidewalk along the east 
side of the roadway.  The asphalt sidewalk would be separated from the roadway surface with 
six-inch high concrete curbs eleven inches wide at the base and five inches wide at the top.  The 
existing roadside drainage ditches would be removed and replaced with vegetated swales 
constructed behind the curb on the west side of the road and behind the sidewalk on the east side 
of the roadway. The vegetated swales will act both as storm water conveyance and storm water 
treatment features.  When completed, the road surface would be at essentially the same elevation 
as the current roadway surface.  The existing pavement would be removed and the grade lowered 
to approximately six inches below the base of the existing road because the new surface would 
need to be thicker to accommodate the heavier traffic volumes. 
  
Pre-construction erosion control Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be incorporated into 
the project in order to decrease the potential for erosion and sediment discharges to Waters of the 
State. Post-construction storm water treatment BMPs will be constructed as part of the Fulton 
Road Improvement Project in order to treat runoff from the 24-hour/85th percentile storm event. 
It is proposed that 60% of the total road drainage will be treated in the east and west vegetated 
swales prior to entering the storm drain system. Storm drain structures will be labeled “No 
Dumping – Drains to Creek”.  The remaining 40% of the storm water runoff will be mitigated by 
off-site treatment, restoration of riparian zones, and/or improvement of drainage features at other 
Rivendale Homes projects.  These mitigation efforts are to be determined before issuance of the 
401 Water Quality Certification. 
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The project, as proposed, will result in the permanent filling of 0.48 acres of seasonal wetlands.  
Compensatory mitigation for the permanent loss of 0.48 acres of Waters of the State will be 
attained through the purchase of 0.6 acres of wetland preservation credits from the Hazel 
Mitigation Bank.  Because wetlands at the site were disturbed before permits were issued, and 
the applicant was in violation, the mitigation ratio is above 1:1. 
 
No special status plant or animal species were observed during the biological assessment surveys 
conducted by Laurence Stromberg Wetlands Consultant.  However, the site is within the 
potential range of the California tiger salamander (CTS) as mapped by the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service.  The area of potential CTS habitat that is impacted, is approximately 1.69 acres 
total on Fulton Road.  Mitigation credits have been purchased at the Slippery Rock and Hazel 
mitigation banks, at a ratio of 2:1, resulting in a total of 3.38 acres of CTS mitigation credit being 
purchased.   
 
The City of Santa Rosa, as the lead California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) agency, has 
approved this project under the Northwest Santa Rosa Annexation 3-97 Draft Subsequent 
Environmental Impact Report, 2003. 
 
The Fulton Road Improvement Project is scheduled to begin summer 2006. Staff is proposing to 
regulate this project pursuant to Section 401 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and/or 
Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act Authority. In addition, staff will consider all 
comments received during a 21-day comment period that begins on the first date of issuance of 
this letter. If you have any questions or comments, please contact staff member Stephen Bargsten 
(707) 576-2653 or at sbargsten@waterboards.ca.gov within 21 days of the posting of this 
notice. 
 
The related documents and comments received are on file and may be inspected or copied at the 
Regional Water Board office, 5550 Skylane Blvd., Boulevard, Suite A, Santa Rosa, California. 
Appointments are recommended for document review. Appointments can be made by calling 
(707) 576-2220. 
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