
 
 
 

July 31, 2006 
 

Public Notice for Section 401 Water Quality Certification 
and/or Waste Discharge Requirements 

 
CDOT – Hwy 101, Smith River Left Turn Lane and Shoulder Widening Project 

WDID No. 1B06050WNDN 
 

Del Norte County 
 

On April 26, 2006, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Water 
Board) received an application from Mr. Kevin Church, representing the California Department 
of Transportation (applicant) requesting Federal Clean Water Act, Section 401, Water Quality 
Certification for activities related to a Highway 101 widening project between Smith River and 
the Oregon border.  The proposed project will cause disturbances to waters of the United States 
including streams, roadside drainages, and roadside wetlands that are tributary to the Pacific 
Ocean in the Winchuck River Hydrologic Unit No. 101.00. 
 
The proposed project extends from Post Mile 43.6 to Post Mile 45.9, between the town of Smith 
River and the Oregon border.  The existing highway in the project area is a two-lane, two-way 
conventional highway with less than two feet of paved shoulder on each side.  The purpose of the 
proposed project is to provide safety improvements to reduce the number and severity of 
collisions within the project limits.  The need for this project is based on collision data and 
collision patterns within the project area that are attributed to unprotected left-turns and loss of 
control on the narrow shoulders.  The proposed project involves widening the highway through 
the project area to add a 14 foot wide two-way left turn lane, and to increase the width of the 
paved shoulder to 8 feet in most areas. 
 
Runoff from the existing highway flows into drainage channels and wetlands that parallel both 
sides of the highway.  Portions of the drainage features within the project limits have been 
delineated as jurisdictional wetlands and other waters of the United States.  The applicant 
analyzed potential impacts to waters of the United States and the environment for project 
alternatives that include widening the highway to the east, to the west or on both sides.  The 
alternatives analysis indicated that widening along the east side would minimize permanent 
impacts to the environment including jurisdictional wetlands.  In general, the drainages and 
wetlands that will be filled to accommodate the wider highway will be replaced with similar 
drainage features approximately seven to forty feet farther to the east.  The proposed project will 
also result in minor modifications to the inlets and outlets of the culverts on Lopez Creek and 
three unnamed drainages.  The proposed project will permanently impact approximately 0.33 
acre of waters of the United States including 0.3 acre of jurisdictional wetlands.  The proposed 
project will also temporarily impact approximately 0.03 acre of waters of the United States. 
 
Compensatory mitigation is required for this project.  To compensate for the permanent and 
temporary impacts to waters of the United States, impacted drainage features will be replaced 
along the new highway alignment.  Approximately 0.45 acre of jurisdictional wetlands will be 
created within the new highway right of way to replace approximately 0.3 acre of jurisdictional 
wetlands that will be permanently impacted by the project.  Noncompensatory mitigation for this 
project includes the use of Best Management Practices for sediment and turbidity control and use 
of heavy equipment.  The applicant is planning to begin project construction in June 2007.  The 
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project is expected to take three years to complete.  Construction activities near wetlands and 
streams would only be conducted between June 15 and October 15 each year.  Existing 
vegetation will be preserved to the maximum extent possible and all disturbed areas will be 
seeded and replanted. 
 
The applicant has applied to the United States Army Corps of Engineers for authorization to 
perform the project under Nationwide Permit Nos. 14 and 33, pursuant to Clean Water Act, 
Section 404.  The California Department of Transportation, as the lead agency for CEQA, 
approved a Mitigated Negative Declaration (SCH# 2005072030) for this project on September 
19, 2005.  The applicant has applied for a Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement (1600 
Permit) from the California Department of Fish and Game. 
 
Regional Water Board staff are proposing to regulate this project pursuant to Section 401 of the 
Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act authority.   
In addition, staff will consider all written comments received by this office during a 21-day 
comment period that begins on the first date of issuance of this letter and ends at 5:00 p.m. on the 
last day of the comment period.  If you have any questions or comments, please contact staff 
member Dean Prat at (707) 576-2801 within 21 days of the posting of this notice. 
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