
June 6, 2006 
 
 

Public Notice for Water Quality Certification and/or Waste  
Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects)  

Sonoma County Department of Transportation and Public Works 
Geyserville Russian River Temporary Crossing for Emergency Vehicles 

Sonoma County (WDID# 1B06073WNSO) 
 
On May 23, 2006, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Water 
Board) received an application from the Sonoma County Department of Transportation and 
Public Works (DTPW) requesting a Water Quality Certification and/or Waste Discharge 
Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) for the Geyserville Russian River Temporary Crossing for 
Emergency Vehicles Project in Sonoma County.  The project will cause disturbances to Waters 
of the United States associated with the Russian River Hydrologic Unit No.114.00. 
 
The project is located at the Geyserville Bridge on Highway 128 east, approximately one mile 
east of the town of Geyserville, Sonoma County, California.  The purpose of the project is to 
provide access for emergency vehicles to the structures on the east side of the bridge during fire 
season while the California Department of Transportation completes the replacement of the 
Geyserville bridge, which is closed due to damage from the January 2006 storms. 
 
The temporary bridge will be placed downstream of the new Highway 128 Bridge currently 
under construction.  Access roads to the gravel bar exist on each side of the river in the area 
where the temporary bridge will be placed.  Because of the vegetation removal associated with 
the construction of the permanent Geyserville Bridge, no additional vegetation will need to be 
removed for this project.  K-rail with gravel fill will be used to construct the bridge abutments 
and approaches.  A crane will place a 100-foot clear span temporary bridge onto the abutments.  
 
The project will place approximately 300 cubic yards of temporary fill within the ordinary high 
water mark of the Russian River; however, no fill will be added within flowing water.  The area 
of temporary fill for this project is approximately 0.02 acres.  Compensatory mitigation is not 
required for this project. 
 
DTPW has submitted a notice of statutory exemption pursuant to the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA). 
 
The Geyserville Russian River Temporary Crossing for Emergency Vehicles project is scheduled 
to begin June 15, 2006.  Staff is proposing to regulate this project pursuant to Section 401 of the 
Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act Authority.  In 
addition, staff will consider all comments received during a 21-day comment period that begins 
on the first date of issuance of this letter.  If you have any questions or comments, please contact 
staff member Mona Dougherty at (707) 570-3761, or at mdougherty@waterboards.ca.gov within 
21 days of the posting of this notice. 
 
The related documents and comments received are on file and may be inspected or copied at the 
Regional Water Board office, 5550 Skylane Blvd., Boulevard, Suite A, Santa Rosa, California.  
Appointments are recommended for document review.  Appointments can be made by calling 
(707) 576-2220. 
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