
March 27, 2006 
 

Public Notice for Water Quality Certification and/or 
Waste Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) 

 
Simpson Timber Company, Brainard Facility Levee Repair Project 

WDID No. 1B06028WNHU 
 

Humboldt County 
 
On March 13, 2006, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Water 
Board) received an application from the Simpson Timber Company requesting Water Quality 
Certification and/or Waste Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) for the Brainard 
Remanufacturing Facility Levee Repair project located at 5151 North Highway 101, Eureka, 
Humboldt County.  Regional Water Board staff deemed the application complete on March 24, 
2006.  The proposed project will cause disturbances to waters of the United States associated 
with the Eureka Plain Hydrologic Unit No. 110.00. 
 
The purpose of the proposed project is to repair and protect 1600 feet of eroded levee located 
along the eastern shoreline of Humboldt Bay (APN’s 017-081-001 and 404-141-004).  Local 
winter storms caused a significant quantity of soil to erode from the upper portion of the levee 
and its bayward face, leaving only 10-15 feet of top surface intact.  The project involves an area 
approximately 1,600 feet in length and up to 15 feet wide.  The applicant proposes to grade a 
portion of the existing levee on the top and bayward face to establish a consistent slope.  A 
geotextile fabric that complies with California Department of Transportation specifications will 
be placed on top of the graded soil slope and anchored at the top and toe.  Rock Slope Protection 
(RSP) will be place on top of the fabric to a depth of two feet at the top and three feet at the toe.  
The applicant proposes placement of ¼ ton RSP for slopes that are 2:1 or less and ½ ton RSP for 
steeper slopes.  A total of 1,333 cubic yards of RSP will be placed between Mean High Water 
and High Tide Line.  
 
The proposed project is not expected to involve vegetation removal.  No aquatic or terrestrial 
wildlife are located at the proposed project site.  Compensatory mitigation is not required for this 
project.  Non-compensatory mitigation measures include implementation of Best Management 
Practices for sediment and erosion control.  The applicant proposes to utilize a silt curtain to 
control potential turbidity impacts.  All equipment staging will occur in upland areas.    
 
The proposed project is authorized under the United States Army Corps of Engineers Nationwide 
Permit 13 for Bank Stabilization and Nationwide Permit 3 for Maintenance, pursuant to Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. Section 1344) and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors 
Act (33 U.S.C. Section 403).  The California Coastal Commission has issued an Emergency 
Permit (1-06-006-G), pursuant to Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, Section 13009.  
Regional Water Board staff have determined the project to be categorically exempt in 
accordance with Article 19, section 15301 (Existing Facilities) of the 2002 California 
Environmental Quality Act Guidelines.    
 



Regional Water Board staff propose to regulate this project pursuant to Section 401 of the Clean 
Water Act (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act authority.  In 
addition, staff will consider all comments received during a 21-day comment period that begins 
on the first date of issuance of this letter.  If you have any questions or comments, please contact 
Diana Henrioulle at (707) 576-2350 or email DHenrioulle-Henry@waterboards.ca.gov or 
Catherine Woody at (707) 576-6723 or email Cwoody@waterboards.ca.gov within 21 days of 
the posting of this notice.  
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