
 
 
 

Public Notice for Water Quality Certification and/or Waste  
Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects)  

 
CDOT, Eureka, City of – Airport Rd. Jack and Bore Culvert Project. 

WDID No. 1B05076WNHU 
 

Humboldt County 
 
On June 7, 2005, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Water 
Board) received an application from Ms. Gail Popham, representing California Department of 
Transportation (CDOT), requesting Water Quality Certification and/or Waste Discharge 
Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) for the Airport Road Jack and Bore Culvert Project located 
adjacent to a tidal slough that flows into the Eureka Slough, Humboldt County.  The proposed 
project will cause disturbances to waters of the United States associated with Eureka Slough in 
the Eureka Plain Hydrologic Unit No. 110.00. 
 
The proposed project site is located on the right side of northbound Highway 101 under Airport 
Road intersection, Post Mile 80.84.  The Eureka Slough is approximately one mile from the 
confluence with Humboldt Bay.  Humboldt Bay is listed on the Clean Water Act Section 303(d) 
list of impaired water bodies.  The purpose of the project is to prevent overflows during high 
rainfalls, thus alleviating flooding on Jacobs Avenue, an adjacent arterial.  The applicant 
proposes to install a 36-inch by 115-foot reinforced concrete pipe using the jack and bore 
method, a micro tunneling method. The jack and bore method is frequently used within open cut 
trench alignment reaches in which there are large box culverts that lack adequate clearance.  
Trenching will be required for installation of 30 feet of inlet and 23 feet of outlet pipe.  The 
proposed project involves placing a 10 foot by 50 foot rock lined ditch at the outlet of the 
reinforced concrete pipe.  Upland soil disturbance involves excavation of approximately 2,000 
square feet at the east outlet and an additional 500 square feet to the west of Airport Road for 
installation of a flared end section on the inlet culvert.  Sandbags and water bladders will be used 
at the existing ditch to the west to create a dry work area.  The 10 foot by 50 foot rock lined 
basin is adjacent to and upland from the man-made tidal slough at the outlet east of Airport Road 
and will accommodate additional runoff.  If excavated areas require dewatering due to 
inundation from higher tides, the applicant proposes to place all materials in a sedimentation 
basin or to provide for offsite disposal to assure that sediment will not enter receiving waters.  
The proposed project will require the use of dump trucks, backhoes, bulldozers, pumps, and a 
jack and bore rig.  
 
Listed species, including Coho salmon, steelhead, Chinook salmon, and tidal goby are known to 
use the tidal sloughs in the vicinity of Humboldt Bay.  United States Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Service conducted surveys and concluded that listed species will not be adversely 
affected by the proposed project.  The Natural Environmental Study, documenting field reviews 
and research by several agencies, indicates that the project will not impact trees, salmonids, 
salmonid habitat, or nesting birds.  All construction work will occur between June 15 and 
October 15.   
 
The total area temporarily impacted is approximately 0.002 acres and 0.001 acre will be 
permanently impacted by 10 cubic yards of fill added to the ditch.  Compensatory mitigation is 
not required for this project.  Non-compensatory mitigation measures include the use of Best 
Management Practices (BMP).  All construction will occur during the dry season.  Flagging or 



 -2- 
 

 
 

fencing will be used to ensure that construction equipment and materials do not enter the nearby 
man-made slough.  All disturbed soils will be planted with local native plant seed.  Site profiles 
and grades will be restored to their natural configuration upon completion of the project.   
 
The project qualifies for a non-reporting Nationwide Permit from the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, pursuant to Clean Water Act Section 404.  The California Department of Fish and 
Game 1601 Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement (1600 Permit) is not required.  The 
proposed project qualifies for a California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Categorical 
Exemption, Class 1-C, Section 15301, for existing facilities.   
 
Regional Water Board staff are proposing to regulate this project pursuant to Section 401 of the 
Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act authority.  In 
addition, staff will consider all comments received during a 21-day comment period that begins 
on the first date of issuance of this letter.  If you have any questions or comments, please contact 
staff member Catherine Woody at (707) 576-6723 or at cwoody@waterboards.ca.gov within 21 
days of the posting of this notice. 
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