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On June 10, 2005, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Water 
Board) received an application from the City of Ukiah (the City) requesting a Water Quality 
Certification and/or Waste Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) for the Ukiah 
Wastewater Treatment Facility Outfall Replacement Project in Mendocino County.  The 
proposed project causes temporary disturbances to waters of the state associated with the Russian 
River Hydrologic Unit No. 114.00, Ukiah Hydrologic Sub Area No. 14.31. 
 
The proposed project is located at the City’s Wastewater Treatment Facility (WWTF), located at 
300 Plant Road, Ukiah, California.  The WWTFs existing outfall for discharging treated effluent 
to the Russian River in the winter consists of approximately 1875 feet of 42-inch diameter 
reinforced concrete and 50 feet of 42-inch corrugated metal pipe.  The purpose of this project is 
to replace the last 50 feet (closest to the river) of outfall pipe that has corroded and collapsed.  
The project must be completed by October 2005 so that the City can utilize the pipeline to 
discharge treated effluent to the Russian River during the rainy season. 
 
The project consists of removing a damaged section of corrugated metal outfall pipe and 
replacing it with reinforced concrete pipe.  Construction will involve the use of a backhoe to 
remove approximately 100 cubic yards of soil along the river bank to remove the damaged pipe 
and replace it with the new pipe section.  The soil will be placed back over the pipe and 
compacted.  The existing rip-rap will be replaced with approximately 8 cubic yards of new 
rip-rap.  Vegetation in the work area is mostly brush (e.g., black berry bushes), with scattered 
trees.  It is not anticipated that any trees will be removed.  All areas of the river bank that are 
disturbed will be revegetated.  Repair of the outfall will disturb approximately 20 linear feet and 
400 square feet of the river bank.  No work will take place in the water. 
 
Construction will take place between August 15 and October 15, 2005.  The Russian River is 
anticipated to be at low levels, therefore, diversion of water is not planned.  However, in the 
event that it becomes necessary for construction to occur during the rainy season, the project will 
be subject to additional conditions to ensure winterization techniques are implemented, and to 
safeguard water quality. 
 
 
 
 



Public Notice -2- July 25, 2005 
Ukiah Wastewater Treatment Facility 
 
 
Compensatory mitigation for this project is not required.  Non-compensatory mitigation 
measures include the use of Best Management Practices (BMPs) for sediment and erosion 
control which will be documented in a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP), the 
revegetation of the creek banks with native plant species to provide stabilization, canopy and 
habitat, and the plan to complete work prior to the rainy season.  The applicant is required to 
submit the SWPPP and revegetation plan for approval prior to commencing work on the project. 
 
The City of Ukiah, as the lead California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) agency, has 
determined that this project qualifies for a Notice of Exemption with the final draft still pending.  
 
The City has applied for a Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement from the California 
Department of Fish and Game (CDFG 1602) and has contacted the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers (ACOE) to verify whether a nationwide permit is necessary for the proposed project. 
 
Regional Water Board staff is proposing to regulate this project pursuant to Section 401 of the 
Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act Authority.  In 
addition, staff will consider all comments received during a 21-day comment period that begins 
on the first date of issuance of this notice.  If you have any questions or comments please contact 
staff member Cathy Goodwin at (707) 576-2687 or at cgoodwin@waterboards.ca.gov within 21 
days of the posting of this notice. 
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