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Slippery Rock Mitigation Bank Project 
WDID No. 1B04122WNSO  

Sonoma County 
 

On August 25, 2004, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Water 
Board) received an application from Mr. Chris Peterson, on behalf of Rivendale Homes 
(Applicant), requesting a Water Quality Certification and/or Waste Discharge Requirements 
(Dredge/Fill Projects) for the creation of the Slippery Rock wetland mitigation site (Site) in 
Santa Rosa, Sonoma County.  The proposed project will cause disturbances to the waters of the 
state within Russian River Hydrologic Unit No. 114.00, Middle Russian River Hydrologic Area 
No. 114.20, Santa Rosa Hydrologic Subarea No. 114.22. 
 
The proposed project involves the creation of wetlands and vernal pools on a 38.06 acre site 
located in the western portion of the Santa Rosa Plain at 4434 Hall Road, between Irwin Lane 
and Fulton Road, and north of Occidental Road, Santa Rosa, Sonoma County, APN  
130-010-053.  The Site abuts the western boundary of the Wright Preservation Bank.  Following 
restoration, construction, and enhancement, the percent wetland on the Slippery Rock Mitigation 
Site (including existing wetland habitat) would be approximately 30 percent as proposed.  The 
purpose of the project is to create a network of functional, high quality wetlands to serve as 
mitigation credits for local Rivendale Homes development projects. 
 
The project affects 0.029 acres of seasonal wetland and channel considered jurisdictional Waters 
of the U.S., as delineated by Dr. Laurence Stromberg, Wetlands Consultant, and verified by the 
Army Corps of Engineers in a letter dated March 18, 2005 (File No. 27763N).  Sebastopol 
Meadowfoam and Lobb’s Aguatic Buttercup are both present on site, and will be protected to 
add to the overall wetland value of the Site. 
 
Subject to the approval of the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) and the Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS), Slippery Rock LLC also proposes to use the Slippery Rock Bank as a 
site into which California Tiger Salamander’s (CTS) salvaged from development sites can be 
relocated.  Use of the deeper vernal pools constructed to provide breeding habitat would be 
assessed by conducting larval surveys during winter and spring in accordance with the current 
FWS survey protocol established for the Sonoma distinct population segment of CTS.  The 
adjacent Wright Preservation Bank has documented CTS breeding on site, and it is presumed 
that the Site is already serving as CTS rearing habitat.  The addition of breeding habitat should 
greatly increase the value of the Site to CTS. 
 
The project involves the placement of seven cubic feet of clean, imported fill into 0.029 acres of 
channel and wetland to eliminate artificial drainage features for the restored and constructed 
vernal pools and swales.  A total of 8.17 acres of wetland will be present on-site upon 
completion of the project, 5.69 acres of created/restored wetlands and 2.48 acres of enhancement 
efforts.  Wetlands presently existing on site total 5.549 acres and include swales and seasonal 
wetlands to include vernal pools and the like (4.981 acres); a defined drainage (0.302 acres); and  
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shallow ditches (0.267 acres).  All the proposed enhanced, restored, and created wetlands at 
Slippery Rock will be used as mitigation for impacts associated with Rivendale Homes Montage 
I and II projects.  The applicant intends to utilize any excess credits, that may exist after Montage 
I and II are mitigated, to compensate for future projects. 
 
Compensatory Mitigation is not required for this project, as the project is designed to be  
self-mitigating and the overall purpose of the project is to create, restore and/or enhance wetland 
habitat.  Impacts resulting from the fill of the 0.029 acres of wetland will serve to reestablish a 
more natural drainage pattern on the site, thereby enhancing the existing wetland hydrology and 
contributing to the overall success of the constructed wetlands. 
 
Non-compensatory mitigation measures include the use of Best Management Practices (BMPs) 
for sediment and erosion control, to include silt fences and straw wattle installation to keep 
sediment from entering the neighboring Wright Preservation Bank, and conducting work during 
the low-flow or dry period.  Upon completion of wetland construction, the entire upland site will 
be covered with mulch salvaged from the project site and silt fences and/or hay bales to prevent 
off-site soil movement, and the entire site will be seeded.  The primary sources of seed will be 
the vernal pools and swales from no more than 20 percent of the surface area of the Wright 
Preservation Bank source wetland. 
 
The Regional Water Quality Control Board, as the lead California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) agency, has determined that this project qualifies for a categorical exemption Class 7 
and 8 CCR 15307 and 15308—Actions by Regulatory Agencies for Protection of Natural 
Resources and Actions by Regulatory Agencies for Protection of the Environment, respectively. 
 
The Applicant has applied to the Army Corps of Engineers for a Nationwide permit #18—Minor 
Discharges—and #27—Stream and Wetland Restoration Activities-both pending.  There are no 
stream habitats to be impacted as a result of this project, therefore the Applicant has determined 
that a Streambed Alteration Agreement (CDFG 1603) is not required. 
 
Slippery Rock, LLC is requesting that the Water Quality Certification and/or Waste Discharge 
Requirements be issued before their proposed start date of summer 2005.  Construction is not 
proposed for the rainy season between October 15th and May 15th.  In the event that it becomes 
necessary for construction to occur during this rainy season, the project will be subject to 
additional conditions to ensure winterization techniques are implemented, and to safeguard water 
quality. 
 
Regional Water Board staff is proposing to regulate this project pursuant to Section 401 of the 
Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act Authority.  In 
addition, staff will consider all comments received during a 21-day comment period that begins 
on the first date of issuance of this notice.  If you have any questions or comments, please 
contact staff member Andrew Jensen at (707) 576-2683 or at AJensen@waterboards.ca.gov 
within 21 days of the posting of this notice. 
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