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On February 17, 2005, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Water 
Board) received an application from the Santa Rosa Department of Public Works requesting a 
Water Quality Certification and/or Waste Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) for the 
Rincon Valley Community Park Maintenance Project in Sonoma County.  The proposed project 
causes disturbances to waters of the state associated with an unnamed tributary to North Ducker 
Creek, Russian River Hydrologic Unit No. 114.00. 
 
The proposed project area is located at N 38° 28’48” and W 122° 39’46” at 5108 Badger Road, 
Santa Rosa, Sonoma County, California.  The project area corresponds with Section 5 of 
Township 7 North, Range 7 West of the Santa Rosa, CA 7.5 minute topographical quadrangle.  
A constructed channel was constructed in 1976 and contains a historic drainage channel.  The 
channel is approximately 400 feet in length, 20 feet wide at the top of the bank and 10 feet wide 
at the toe of the bank and averages 3 feet in depth.  Concrete landscape ponds, housing 
developments, and a high school lie upstream of the project site.  A concrete storm ditch lies 
adjacent to the project area to maintain turf flows.  The lack of function in the channel has 
caused water to back up and create potential mosquito breeding areas.  The purpose of the 
project is to return the constructed channel to its original grade in order to prevent flooding and 
protect public safety.  
 
The proposed project consists of sediment removal of no more than 191 cubic yards of material 
from below the ordinary high water level (OHWL) in the channel by use of a backhoe.  Work 
done in the channel will occur in a dry channel or the site will be dewatered.  Dewatering of the 
site will be done by use of a bypass, include a cofferdam with water pumped around the system 
to maintain flow.  Channel dimensions will be restored to what was constructed and sediment 
removed will be hauled to a local landfill. 
 
The project affects a total of approximately 0.09 acre below the OHWL.  No special-status plant 
species were observed during a site visit on October 28, 2004.  The project is outside the 
potential range delineated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for the California tiger 
Salamander (Ambystoma californiense).  Since the project is located upstream of a known fish 
barrier (Montecito Boulevard Culvert) the project is not likely to have any effect on listed fish 
species. 
 
Compensatory mitigation for this project will include the planting of native species at a ratio of 
4:1 to compensate for the four trees that will be removed.  Planting of native trees along the 
stretch of stream and the first pond, in order to create more shade and canopy over the stream, 
will be included for mitigation.  Monitoring of 3 years will be required for the native species 
planted.  Non-compensatory mitigation measures include the use of erosion control Best 
Management Practices (BMPs).  Work will be conducted during the low-flow period and any 
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visible aquatic life will be relocated by a qualified biologist prior to commencing work.  No 
grading will be done in upland area and work is limited to the excavation of accumulated 
sediment in the channel.  Heavy equipment used for the project will have rubber tires and upland 
areas are covered entirely with non-native turf grasses. 
 
The City of Santa Rosa Department of Public Works, as the lead California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) agency, has determined that this project qualifies for a Categorical 
Exemption under section 15304 (d) pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA).  
 
Santa Rosa Department of Public Works has applied to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(ACOE) for Nationwide Permit #33 (pending) and a final map is pending.  The CA Department 
of Fish and Game was consulted by the applicant and determined that a Lake or Streambed 
Alteration Agreement (1600-1608) was not needed for this project. 
 
The project is scheduled to begin during the summer of 2005 and take approximately 3 days to 
complete.  Staff are proposing to regulate this project pursuant to Section 401 of the Clean Water 
Act (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act Authority.  In addition, 
staff will consider all comments received during a 21-day comment period that begins on the 
first date of issuance of this letter.  If you have any questions or comments, please contact staff 
member Andrew Jensen at (707) 576-2683, or at ajensen@waterboards.ca.gov, or Kari Wester at 
(707) 576-6728 or kwester@waterboards.ca.gov within 21 days of the posting of this notice. 
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