
January 31, 2006 
 
 

Public Notice for Water Quality Certification and/or Waste  
Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) 

 
Burbank Housing Development Corporation 

Los Amigos Self Help Housing Project 
Sonoma County (WDID# 1B05151WNSO) 

 
On November 18, 2005, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 
(Regional Water Board) received an application from the Burbank Housing Development 
Corporation requesting a Water Quality Certification and/or Waste Discharge 
Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) for the Los Amigo Self Help Housing Project 
located in Sonoma County. The proposed project causes permanent disturbances to 0.15 
acres of isolated Waters of the State associated with Windsor Creek, Russian River 
Hydrologic Unit No.114.00, Mark West Hydrologic Sub Area No. 114.23. 
 
The proposed project is located on 9989 Los Amigos Road, on the east side of Highway 
101, off Pollard Way in the Town of Windsor, Sonoma County (Healdsburg, CA USGS 
7.5-minute quadrangle in the northeast ¼ of Section 11, T8N, R9W) (APN No. 161-050-
050). The purpose of the project is to provide much needed affordable ownership 
opportunities for first time homebuyers who have been priced out of the local housing 
market. 
 
The proposed project consists of the construction of 17 affordable housing units on a 1.9-
acre parcel. Construction includes participation by the households for one year to build 
the homes and is expected to commence spring 2006. Thirteen of the homes are detached 
with the remaining four units located in two “duet” buildings on a total of four individual 
parcels. Landscaping has been designed to keep within the Town of Windsor’s low-water 
use guidelines. 
 
Two years of special status plant surveys were conducted during March, April and May 
of 2004 and 2005. No special status plant species were found on-site. The U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers approved the wetland delineation performed by Ms. Jane Valerius, 
Environmental Consulting, and determined that the 0.15 acres of seasonal wetlands 
present on-site are considered isolated, and are therefore under the jurisdiction of the 
State (May 24, 2005, Corps File Number 28988N). 
 
Compensatory mitigation for the permanent filling of 0.15 acres of isolated seasonal 
wetland habitat will be attained through the purchase of 0.20 acres of preservation credits 
(May 16, 2005 from Davis Preserve, LLC), along with an additional 0.20 acres of 
creation credits (May 16, 2005 from Hazel Mitigation Preserve, LLC). The Hazel 
Mitigation Preserve is currently pending approval. Therefore, the Los Amigos Self Help 
Housing Project will not be covered under water quality certification until the credits 
purchased are valid. 



 
Pre-construction Best Management Practices (BMPs) will be incorporated into the final 
project plans in order to reduce and control soil erosion.  Construction activities are 
proposed to take place during the wet season months of October 15th through May 15th. 
Therefore, additional winterization BMPs will be implemented in order to stabilize all 
bare soils. 
 
Post-construction storm water treatment controls will be incorporated into the 
development project in order to decrease potential detrimental impacts associated with 
stormwater runoff from the developed site. Vegetated bioswales are proposed to treat 
stormwater runoff prior to entering the storm drain system. These swales will be located 
on each lot and along the lower perimeter of each of their respective boundaries. Source 
control BMPs will also be incorporated into each project including: pervious concrete 
driveways (5,000+ square feet), multistory structures, installation of unconnected 
downspouts, open space areas, planter strips, drain inlet marking, native landscape 
materials, and promoting public awareness on the importance of storm water pollution 
prevention through educational brochures and pamphlets as well as through a training 
program established by Burbank Housing, and reducing irrigation concentrations.  
 
The Town of Windsor, as the lead California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
agency, has determined that this project qualifies for a Mitigated Negative Declaration 
pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 
 
The Los Amigos Self Help Housing Project is scheduled to begin spring 2006 and end 
within one year in spring 2007. Staff is proposing to regulate this project pursuant to 
Section 401 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water Quality 
Control Act Authority. In addition, staff will consider all comments received during a 21-
day comment period that begins on the first date of issuance of this letter.  If you have 
any questions or comments, please contact staff member Michelle Jensen at (707) 576-
6711, mjensen@waterboards.ca.gov, and Andrew Jensen at (707) 576-2683, or at 
ajensen@waterboards.ca.gov, within 21 days of the posting of this notice. 
 
The related documents and comments received are on file and may be inspected or copied 
at the Regional Water Board office, 5550 Skylane Blvd., Boulevard, Suite A, Santa Rosa, 
California.  Appointments are recommended for document review.  Appointments can be 
made by calling (707) 576-2220. 
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